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MWl Grand Master and Sovereign
of Canada, Bro/ G.W. Budden

On July 1st. Canada celebrated 150
years since the foundation of our
nation in 1867. As Canadians we are
all proud and as members of the
orange association we are proud of
the involvement of many of our
members in this great cause of
nation building.
We also must reflect that our
association here in Canada is older
than the country itself, we know that
it was operating in Canada in the

Grand Master’s Message

1700's and in 1830 a special meeting
of lodges was called in Brockville,
Ontario and those lodges in
attendance agreed to unite and form
the Grand Orange Lodge. We know
that in 1832 a warrant was signed by
the then Grand Master of the Empire,
Ernest Duke of Cumberland and that
Ogle R. Gowan became the first
Grand Master.
We have seen many changes in
Canada since 1867 but little change
in the orange association. Sure we
have made many adjustments in
ritual and constitution amendments
have passed to bring it in line with
clearer language and to conform to a
broader base but without conflicting
with
our
qualifications
for
membership, that being our duty and
responsibility toward God, towards
the Crown and Country, and towards
Mankind.
As our constitution still states, the
Glory of God, the honour of his
Sovereign, and the good of his
Country should be the motives of all
his actions. This was a easy set of
guidelines to follow in 1830 and in
1867 when our country was formed,
and even into the 20th century, but
these last 20 years or so has made
many orangemen question some of
the
political
decisions
that
governments sometimes make.
Orangmen question why members
can sit in the house of commons and
not swear allegiance to the Queen.
Orangemen question why pictures of
the Queen are taken down from
government buildings.
Orangmen question why every
possible barricade is put in place to
interfere with Christian practises, but
only lip service is paid to nonchristian.
Orangmen also have a high regard
for law and order, and question why
persons convicted of serious crimes
like rape and murder are permited to
go free after serving so little of their
sentence. They also question why a
person who is convicted of multiple
crimes have there sentence served
concurrently, which means you could
be convicted on numerous charges

but only serve one sentence, a real
insult to proper justice. Orangemen
also question why the fines and
sentences are so lenient. You could
actually assault and murder several
people and be back on the street in a
very short time. This is certainly the
Canada that we live in today.
Orangemen question our immigration
polices, it seems that all persons
entering this country are now from
Africa or Asia. Many end up on the
government purse and many jump
the line to get here. Many of these
persons want to live in Canada, but
they do not want to adopt our values
and customs, as law biding citizens
we accept this, but feel that there
should also be more of an
opportunity for those who would like
to come here from Great Britain and
other European countries to have
more of an opportunity.
Orangemen question the 10.5 million
payout to Omar Khadr. We know that
he was responsible for the killing of
Sgt. Chris Speer in 2010 in
Afghanistan and the serious injury to
another solider. We know that he
pleaded guilty and we know that he
served time in Guantanamo Bay. We
also know that if he won his law suit
that he could have received more
payment or maybe less, but that
would have been a court decision
and not a political one. I wonder how
Sir John A. MacDonald would have
handled this, but as Orangmen, I
guess we know.
So in conclusion, you can see how
out of step we are with the advances
in Canadian society since 1867, we
are out of step by the way we view
our justice system, our immigration
polices, our religious ideals and
principals, our order is just out of
step, but then is this the parade we
want to march in. ?
Happy Canada Day. Happy July 12.
Gerald W. Budden
Grand Master and Sovereign

Chaplain’s Corner

MW Bro. Allan Borden Grand Chaplain of Canada

It isn't hard to live the Christian life successfully

when all is going well. Most of us, Blessed by a
measure of prosperity and good health,
encouraged by the worship and fellowship and
secure in a country which grants religious freedom,
find it relatively easy to maintain a degree of
spiritual integrity.
But what about those times when things go
wrong? What if financial ruin, poor health, or
extreme sorrow and disappointment come? What
if our religious freedom is taken away? We have no
guarantee that our situation will always be
untroubled.
Yes, bad times are bound to confront every
Christian. He'll experience disappointment, heart
ache and loss. Don't be surprised.
Peter begins by calling for Christians to maintain
a realistic view of their relations to this world
system. We know that our home is in heaven.
We're aliens and pilgrims through hostile territory.
We can't expect the Christian life always to be a
sunlit primrose pathway here where we can skip
blissfully on our way to eternity. Facing squarely
our sojourner status we're not to be shocked or
dismayed therefore, when misfortune strikes. In
fact, we should anticipate times of hardship and
mentally and spiritually prepare ourselves to meet
them.
The book of Acts records the scourging and
imprisonment of Peter, John, Paul were scourged
with whips five times , beaten with rods on three
occasions, stoned and left for dead and Paul was
often imprisoned. (see 2 Cor. 11:24-27)
As believers in Christ we have no guarantee that
we will be kept from experiencing antagonistic and
hostile action by the world.
The Lord has not promised us exception from
crushing disappointments, pain, bereavement or
persecution. Any one of them could come. If
they do, don't be surprised or perplexed. Accept

them as part of Christianity and call upon God's
strength to endure.
REJOICE
The Apostle presents us with two good reasons
for rejoicing in suffering. First, the degree to which
we endure hardship submissively will be the
measure of glory we will receive in Heaven.
Second, affliction becomes the means of the reality
of God’s presence in and through us
RICHES AND GLORY
Peter instructs us to view our trials from the
perspective of eternity. When we walk with Jesus
Christ submitting to his plan and remaining faithful
to him, our suffering down here will result in
additional delights in Heaven.
The glory of the indwelling Spirit ought to be seen
by everyone whom we come in contact with. He
shines forth brightly and unmistakably when we
rejoice in the midst of affliction.
Don’t be surprised when suffering comes, view it
as a privilege which leads to eternal glory and
blessing, and rejoice in it

The above lesson from the Grand Chaplain of Canada
is reproduced from the Spring 2017 Sentinel

M.W. Bro. Borden mourns the loss of his
beloved Wife who passed away recently.
We send our thoughts and Prayers
to Bro. Borden and his family during this
difficult time
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PROVINCIAL SECRETARIES
Western Canada
Murray Penney
murraypenney@gmail.com
Ontario West
John Wells.
robinjon@sympatico.ca
Ontario East
Calvin Yeo.
recsec.gloe@live.com

Quebec
Allison Corrigan.
alcor@tlb.sympatico.ca

New Brunswick
J.D.Yarrow
john_yarrow@mail.com

Newfoundland/Labrador
Clyde Crane.
clyde.crane@hotmail.com
L.O.B.A. Canada
Heidi Mrazek.
heidipmrazek@telus.net

Grand Orange Lodge of Canada
John D. Chalmers.
jodachal@yahoo.ca
The Grand Lodges Of
the L.O.L. R.B.P. L.O.B.A.
will meet at the
Fredericton Inn New Brunswick
2018 June 10 - 13 inc.

Elected as Dep. Gr. Sec. 1998
Gr. Sec. Canada2003
Jr. Dep. Gr. Mistress 2007
Dep. Gr. Mistress 2009
MW Gr. Mistress Canada 2011.
As Director of “Belles & Bowes”
(an Ottawa Seniors Choir) Sister
Carol shared her musical talent by
providing music to the LOL, and
LOBA of Ont. East, as well as the
P.G.O.L. of Quebec where she was
a dual member of Shawville.

My own special memory of Carol
happened at a metting which she
presided over as Prov. Gr. Mistress,
and as some may know she used an
alarm clock to keep track of time.
I had been asked to bring greetings,
and was about to do so when the
alarm on the clock went off.
It was the shortest speech I ever
made, and we enjoyed that moment
for many years after, and I still think
on that moment today....
M.W. Sister Carol Mitchell
Oct.11th. 1946 - April 24th. 2017

IN MEMORIAM

MW Sister Carol Mitchell
The following are some of the
highlights of Carol’s years of service
to the L.O.B.A of Canada.
Joined LOBA 347 Ottawa Nov. 1965
served in various offices, elected as
Worthy Mistress.
Transferred to LOBA 305, elected as
Recording Secretary Nov.1997 until
her lifes end.Active in all facets of
her Lodge’s life including fundraising
and special events.
P.G.O.L. Ont. East LOBA
Elected Dep. Gr. Secretary 1979
Gr.Secretary 1984 - 1990
Jr. D.G. Mistress 1990
Prov. Gr. Mistress Ont. E. 1994
G.O.L. Canada LOBA

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sunset on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken
in the mornings hush,
I am the sweet uplifting rush
of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft star
that shines at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry
I am not there, I did not die.

Trillium Home

LOBA
ONTARIO WEST INC.

President:
Dave Dailey
RR#1
Wiarton, ON N0H 2T0
Secretary:
Geraldine Tucker
39 Church Street
Parry Sound, ON P2A 1Y6
Treasurer:
Eleanor Vincent
3 Heart’s Content
Innisfil ON, L9S 1S2
Please Remember!
We must receive donations to
maintain our Charitable Status so
we can continue our donations on
your behalf!

Board Members:
Shirley Buchanan
Jason Duncan
Myra Knight
Angus MacLennan
Margaret Munro Winters
Helen Thompson
Linda Coot
Robert Duncan
Gordon Read
Honorary Members:
Dorothy Morrisey
Velma Hart
Trudy Cochran
Thank you for
your continued Support!

Ontario East
Triangle Court

Low Rental Senior Citizen’s
Residence located at
FRANKFORD ONTARIO

Sponsored by all branches of
the Loyal Orange Association
in Eastern Ontario
Send Donations to:
Treasurer. Mr. Jack Chatten
135 March St. Frankford, ON
K0K 2C0
REMEMBER THE COUR T

IN YOUR WILL!

History of
Prince of Orange
LOL #23 (part 3)

There were 4 names that appear on
that initial list, and while it was never
updated, there are 7 other names
that show up in the dues book as
dues having being paid by the lodge
with notations of Army, Navy or
Foresters by their names.
It should also be noted that during
this period of time two very important
and significant events took place in
association with the lodge. First, on
January 21, 1913 , Rainbow, RBP #
867, received its warrant. Sir Kt. John
R. Martin was the first Worshipful
Preceptor and the names of the
presenting officers have been lost to
history due to damage to the warrant.
Second on April 16, 1917, Ruby
Lodge, LOBA # 239 received its
warrant. Sister Matilda Butler was the
first Worthy Mistress and was
presented with the warrant by Sister
Jeanie Gordon, Grand Secretary of
the LOBA. Both these lodges are still
active and a valued part of our Lodge
today.
In the early years, orange lodges
were an integral part of social life in
the communities where they were
established, and Prince of Orange
was no exception. There was a time
when the Orange lodge was the only
meeting hall in many towns. Over the
years, our Lodge building has served
many purposes. It was used for
Church services to raise money for
the local rectory, classrooms, a
theater, and a polling station. Political
rallies and various fundraisers were
held there.
Of course, the social life of the
Orange Lodge itself was celebrated
in the form of dances, wedding
receptions, birthday and anniversary
parties and concerts as well as the
regular meetings. It is recorded that
after some of their Christmas season
parades starting at 7 PM “they served
eats to satisfy the inner man and they
danced until 6 AM.” And it also noted
that on more than one occasion, the
Worshipful Master admonished some
members for going to excess.

During the debate on Confederation,
most Orange lodges were used in
support of Confederation with
Canada as Joseph R. Smallwood
who would go on to become the first
Premier of Newfoundland was also a
Orangeman. After Newfoundland
joined Canada, lodge records were
often used to establish the year that
members were born which qualified
them to receive old age security
benefits which came into effect in
1949. This was made necessary
because our local church records
from 1850 to 1894 were destroyed in
a fire. Lodge records were then used
because in a lot of cases they
showed the age of individual when he
joined which in turn was used to
established the year of his birth and
our records show that 13 individuals
used this method to qualify them for
these benefits.
Over the years the membership has
shown a steady decline in numbers
from the days of 1914 when there
was 276 members on the books, to
100 through the 1930's, to 50-60
during the 1950s and sadly less than
30 today. There are many reasons for
this dramatic reduction in numbers.
The first and most obvious reason
would be the the fact that we are an
aging population.
One time we were the only game in
town and it was considered natural
that sons would follow in the
footsteps of their fathers. But today
there are many other organizations
and groups operating within the
communities where once there was a
single lodge and when given so many
choices sometimes people just
decide to join nothing at all. Another
major reason for a decline in
membership is that we have become
a society of gypsies leaving our
homes to work for 6 weeks at a time
and to come home for 10 days and if
you have been away from your family
and friends making time for a lodge
meeting sometimes isn't that
important.
The lodge today is not your father's
or grandfather's lodge. We have
evolved. The lodge today is no longer
required to solely look after its own as
there are social programs in place for

that purpose.
We have become a benevolent,
fraternal organization working for the
better good of all our fellow man and
in many cases that even extends
beyond the boundaries of Canada
itself having contributed to the Haiti
Relief Fund.
Although, the
membership of Prince of Orange is
only a shadow of its former self, the
dedication of its members today is as
strong as it ever has been.
We work tirelessly to maintain our
Grand old building; we step up to
support all worthwhile causes for
which we receive requests. We help
out brothers or sisters in need. We
support on a regular basis the
Janeway, Daffodil Place, the
Monument of Honor and many more
worthwhile
charities
and
organizations.
And what does the future hold, well
no one knows for sure. When the
membership of any lodge is small, it
doesn't take a lot to reach a point
where it becomes impossible to keep
going. The loss of a member through
death or accident is beyond any ones
control, and can have a dramatic
effect on a lodge.
We are an aging population and as
it has been noted earlier unless we
find a way to attract or recruit new
members, there will sadly come a
time when the old saying that goes “
The last one out turn off the lights” will
become a reality. But let's not go
there. It is our wish that we'll all be
here to welcome you to our 145th
anniversary in March of 2021.
I hope you have enjoyed our little
walk down Memory lane, and I thank
you for your time. And may God
bless each and every one of you.
And as you leave us tonight, drive
safe, arrive alive, we care.
Sincerely
Wor. Bro. Donald C. Smith
Wor. Master
Prince of Orange LOL 23 NL

The Sentinel says “thank-you”
for this article to
RW Bro. D.C. Smith, who is also
the Jr. Dep. Grand Master
Prov.Grand Orange Lodge of NL
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“THE GLORIOUS TWELFTH”
IN TORONTO

Bro’s D. Griffin & T. Forster

Bro’s J. Wells & K. Wright

Bro. A. Findlay

Prov. GM Ont. W. J. Duncan
& Mrs Duncan

Bro’s T. Watson & N. Marshalsey

The Banner has legs!
Bro L. Barr CM Toronto (L)

A fine group enjoying the day

Bro. J. Thomas

Waiting for the start

Bro’s K. Wright & N. Moore

Tuning up

Metro’s finest to guide us

Almost

7

Derry leads the parade

Pipes and Drums
& the waggle o’ the Kilt

RCL Colour Guard

Vimy Lodge & Banner

At the Cenotaph

Kendal Flute Band

Laying the Wreath of Remembrance

Observing the Silence

Remembering the Fallen

Mrs Ethel Hargan
enjoying the Parade
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Toronto City Cenotaph

Toronto City Hall

On Parade, and looking good

Brampton LOBA

Bro. Guy keeping us in line

Kendal Fifes

Banners on Parade
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Birchcliffe Lodge and Banner ledby the Legion Pipes and Drums

Brampton Banner led by Crown Defendrs
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THE 12TH IN
BOBCAYGEON
ONTARIO EAST

“King William” and attendants

Off they go King William Leading

Stepping out

Kendal Band

Enjoying the ride

Visiting from Prince Arthur LOL 1331

Stanley is setting the pace,
looking good

CARLTON COUNTY
CELEBRATES
THE TWELFTH

Sisters and Brethren of Carlton
County Lodge along with Visiting
members from Qubec, celebrated the
“Twelfth” with a Church Service and
Parade.which was followed by a
social time which was enjoyed by all.
Noted in attendance was
RW Bro. R. Lowery P. G.M. O. East
MW Bro. D. Wilson DGM Canada

MANITOBA
CELEBRATES THE
TWELFTH
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Members of the LOL & LOBA of
Manitoba gathered to celebrate
the “Glorious Twelfth”at the farm of
MW Sis. Marlene &
RW Bro.Terry McCurry
A Church Service was conducted by
Bro. ean Allen
and a collection of $60 will
be donated to the Alzheimers Society.
Bro. Allen was also presented with his
Past Masters Jewel by RW Bro
McCurry Past GM Western Canada.
A the conclusion, a social time was
enjoyed by all in attendance

l-r Back Bro’s J. Cox - E. Morrison
middle S. McCurry-S. McClellandT.McCurry-F. Devenny-B. Marshall
front S. Allen-S. McCurry

l-r Sisters K. Bartram-M. BartramMarlene McCurry Gr. Mistress Canada
K. Falloon-I. McClay-N. Owen
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THE SASH OUR IRISH
ANCESTORS WORE
Gloria F. Tubman
Part 1

Many of our Protestant Irish
ancestors wore a sash
indicating they belonged to the
Orange Order and to what
lodge. The orange cloth sash
with narrow purple ribbon
borders has a shoulder rosette
made from blue and yellow
ribbons. All the braiding and
script are yellow brass
threading while the tassels are
of coiled wire much like little
springs. The back side is of
black leather. The sash has a
number of symbols as well as
the lodge number in this case
LOL 65. This sash was given
to my father by his mother-inlaw after the death of a family
member and lodge brother. My
guess is that this sash would
date to the early 1900s.
Some sashes were ornate
while others were very plain.
Disposable money available to
purchase a sash would be the
determining factor. As with the
passage of time, the sash has
been replaced by a velveteen
collar
with
gold
thread
embroidery and gold braid
tassels that has much of the
same information on it.
The Orange Order has a long
and rich history in Canada,
especially
Ontario
and
Quebec. Today the Orange
association or family is
comprised of a number of
organizations: Loyal Orange
Lodges - men, Royal Black
Preceptories - men, Loyal True
Blue Lodges - men, Lodges of

the Ladies Orange Benevolent
Association - women, Lodges
of the Crystal Chapter women, Junior Orange Lodges
- boys and girls, and Lodges of
the Loyal Orange Young Briton
Association - young men.
The symbol for the Loyal
Orange Lodge is an arch over
the numbers 2 ½.
If this
symbol is on a gravestone,
then the man belonged to the
Orange Order. Over the past
few years I have been asked if
I could identify the symbol and
its meaning on markers in
Pontiac County.
Even though the Orange
Order is a secular Protestant
faith organization, it has played
an important role in the
development of its members
and the entire community. I will
present historical context of the
Loyal Orange Lodge of which
our ancestors were members,
before outlining how this
organization
provided
its
members with an education in
life skills and its contributions
to the community.

1783, there is a record of an
Orange meeting in what is now
New Brunswick noted using
the charter issued in England
in 1694 bearing the name of
Colonial Patent #6 from Guild
Hall for the use of the term
ORANGE.
Prior to 1831 and the
establishment of the Canadian
lodges, one has to check
Certificates of Membership for
evidence that the Order existed
in what is now Canada.
According to the Orange
Association of Canada, there is
evidence of the existence of an
Orange Lodge in what is now
Ontario about 1808 with the
membership transfer from a
County Armagh lodge. Most
members of that time were in
the service of military units
where Orange lodges had
existed within the unit or at the
home location. The Fourth
Regiment of Foot, also known
as King William’s Regiment
was one of these regiments. In
1822 in the Toronto area, the
12th of July parade was one of
the more popular events of the
History of the Orange Lodge year. Canada’s Loyal Orange
Lodge No 1, was established in
1831
in Brockville, Ontario.
From about 1688, there were
various Orange societies in Ogle R. Gowan, the man
existence in Ireland.
The credited with its founding,
from
Wexford
Orange Order was founded in emigrated
Loughhall, County Armagh, Ireland about 1829 to Leeds
Upper
Canada.
Ireland in the 1790s. With County,
migration from Ireland of first Gowan had been a member of
military personnel, then their the Irish Orange Lodge from
families
and
immigration about 1804. Shortly after the
initiatives such as settlements creation of LOL No1, Gowan
under Thomas Talbot, Peter created the Grand Lodge of
Robinson, and John By, the British North America.
men brought with them their
to be continued in the next
Orange memberships.
In
issue.......

VIMY LOL 2697
REMEMBERS
VIMY RIDGE 100th.

On May 27th. Vimy LOL 2697 along
with the Colour Guard of the Whitby
R.C. Legion paraded from the Lodge
Hall to the Cenotaph for a Memorial
Service observing the 100th.
Anniversary of the battle of Vimy
Ridge and the Lodge.In the parade
were Deputy Mayor Derek Gleed,
MPP Lorne Coe
and MP Celina Cesar-Chavannes

ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE CELEBRATION
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Rideau St. Lawrence County Orange Lodge held their Annual Church
Service and parade on Sunday June 11th.
Members from LOL - LOBA - RBP - LTB - and ABOD were in attendance.
The Congregation welcomes the Orange Association each year.
A luncheon was enjoyed by all following the Service

Shown above are Brethren from the Niagara Lodges with visiting members in
attendance for a Parade and Church Service May 21st. in Thorold Ont.
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NEW BANNERETTE FOR
GUELPH ORANGE HALL

$5000.00 PRESENTED BY PALGRAVE LOL 288

On June 13th. Palgrave LOL 288 Ont. West presented a cheque for $5000 to
“Family Transition Place” in Orangeville Ont. (above L - R)
WM RW Bro.Gord Locke-N. Patterson Treasurer-D.Jackson Chaplain
Accepting the donation is Stacey Tarrant, Manager of Development &
Community Relations.
Family Transition Place offers “Safety-Support-Hope” for Women & Children
experiencing abuse and unhealthy relationships

SENTINEL SAYS WELL DONE!

LOL 1331 Ont. West are celebrating
Canada’s 150 Birthday with a new
Bannerette (above) which proudly
proclaims the event for all to see

ANNUAL CHURCH
SERVICE

50th. ANNIVERSARY
CONGRATULATIONS

RW Bro. Stanley Gilpin and wife
Colleen celebrated their 50th.
Wedding Anniversary August 12th.
Bro. Stan who was a member of LOL
875 in Toronto, is a member of
Bobcaygeon LOL 121, and is also a
Past Grand Master of Ont. West.

SENTINEL SAYS
CONGRATULATIONS

Carlton District LOL #1 held their
annual Church at St. Pauls United
Church Richmond Ont. July 19th.
The Service was well attended and
was followed by a luncheon which
was enjoyed by all in attendance.

75 YEAR LOBA PIN
PRESENTATION

LOBA STAR OF THE
NORTH MEMBERS
HONOURED

RW Sister P. Brown Prov. Gr. Mistress of
New Brunswick (L) presents a MW Hon.
Members cert. to Sister Gladys Bentley of
Flanders LOBA #432 Rusagonis NB

Members of Clyde LOBA 930 P.E.I.
presented RW Sister Doris Scott with
her 75th year service pin. Sis. Scott
has been a faithfull member for all
those years being always ready to
help when the need arises.
Above l - r MW Sis. A. Boyle
RW Sis. Doris Scott
Alice Wilson
WM Sis Velma Frizzell

above l-r Sisters M. BylowJ. Vankoughnett-L. Campbell-G. TuckerA.Jeffrey- seated L. Whittaker

On June 28 Star of the North Ladies
Orange benevolent Association held a
dinner to honour two of their members.
Most Worshipful Laura Campbell Newly
appointed was presented with her M.
W. collar by M. W. Sister Geraldine
Tucker. Right Worshipful Sister Audrey
Jeffery was presented with her R. W
Past Grand Chaplin collar by the Grand
Mistress of Ontario West R. W. Sister
Marie Bylow. Before the presentations
all present enjoyed a wonderful dinner
prepared for them at the Bayside Inn
.Both of the sisters were surprized and
we also had some family members
present.
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On Sunday April 9th. the Members of LOL Prince Arthur Guelph LOL 1331
along with visiting Brethren, held a Parade to the Cenotaph in the town of
Erin Ontario to celebrate the 100th. anniversary of the battle of Vimy Ridge
in remembrance of the fallen

The War Years
1914-1918

The following is taken from a speech
written and delivered by Leading Air
Cadet Matthew Douglas who placed
1st. in the writing event. Matthew is
the Grandson of Wor. Bro. David
Douglas Wor. Master LOL 1610 New
Westminster BC

“Nations are made by doing great
things together”.
Quote by French historian E. Renan.
I’m L.A.C. Mattew Douglas and I’m
here to talk about the importance of
the victory at Vimy Ridge. This battle
was not only a stride towards victory
in the fist world war, it was also a
huge part of how Canada was
recognized as a Nation
VIMY 100:
I would first like to tell you how this is
very important this year, on April 12th.
we shall be celebrating the 100th.
anniversary of the victory of this
battle.
TOURS.
There will be many tours and
celebrations. The Vimy Foundation
shall be holding a tour that goes from
April 4th. to April 12th. The tour
consists of things such as guided
tours of Paris, a visit to Vimy
Memorial Park, and a trip to Ypres to
learn facts about the first world war.
They will also visit Essex farm, (the
place where in 1915 John McCrea
wrote “In Flanders Fields”)visit
Beaumont Hamel, and so much
more.
THE BATTLE INTRO:
It was also an amazing occasion
because this was the first time that all
four Canadian Divisions fought
together as one, approximately
150,000 soldiers. For those that don’t
know about the great battle, I will tell
the heroic story of how the mighty
struggle at Vimy Ridge was won.
INFO:
The great war had waged for three
long years. There was a small place
in France known as Vimy Ridge that
had been taken over by the Germans.

ISSN 1711 3989

The area was thought to be nearly
impossible to take back from the
Germans. The French had been
trying to reclaim the land for over a
year when Canada was brought into
the picture.
Field Marshall Julian Byng sent a
Canadian General by the name of
Andrew Currie to study the tactics of
the French military. Currie learned
about
the
French’s
use
of
reconnaissance and photographs
taken from airplanes, and used other
tactics of his own to make a winning
strategy. A big change in strategy,
was the amount of information given
to the small units and individual
soldiers, now every man knew his job
and knew exactly where to go and
what to do if his Commander was
killed.
THE BATTLE:
It was 5.30 in the morning when the
assault began on Easter Monday.
There were about 150,000 soldiers
that attacked through snow and sleet,
while pushing the enemy lines. A
fierce line of barrage blasts from
Allied artillery provided cover in front
of them, while also devastating the
enemy machine guns that stood in
front.
They used underground tunnels to
infiltrate the perimeter around the
base, so it was possible for them to
move up safely. The plan was as near
perfect as it could be, and by noon,
three of the four Canadian Divisions
had taken over their post. On April
12th. the last Division Brigade
Commander sent a message stating
“I am King of the Pimple” and that
was it, Vimy Ridge had been returned
to the Allies
OTHER NATIONS:
Vimy Ridge was a great victory for
Canadians everywhere, but the
victory was not Canada’s alone.
Some British artillery, and the elite
51st. Highland Division had also
played a part in the victory, this shows
how Vimy Ridge is an important event
to Canada, England, and France.
Vimy Ridge changed the war and the

world, but mainly it changed Canada.
LOSSES:
There were about 3598 soldiers that
were killed and 7004 wounded. There
were also about 4000 soldiers that
were the unknown dead or wounded
or captured.
NATION:
Now i’m going to bring us back to the
original question of how Vimy Ridge
was important to Canada being
recognized as a Nation.
After the battle, other Canadians
began
commanding
Canadian
Brigades instead of British Officers.
This showed how Britain was
loosening it’s grip over Canada as
part of the British Empire.
The battle eas also a ticket for
Canada to have their own seat at the
Treaty of Versailles, and not wait until
Britain was ready to giveorders.
END
Now that you know about this
important battle, and how it was
important to Canada, I would like to
end the way I began my speech, with
a quote from Brigadier General
Alexander Ross, who said...
”it was Canada from the Atlantic to
the Pacific on parade, I thought then
that in those few minutes I witnessed
the birth of a Nation”
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