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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”

( P s a l m 11 9 v 1 0 5 )

LION OF JUDAH
RISEN TRIUMPHANT KING

Edinburgh is a city famously dwarfed by its castle – or
is it? Perched atop its rocky escarpment, the ancient
fortress certainly commands the old mediaeval city and
looms impressively over Princes Street. But approach
Edinburgh from any direction and you’ll soon see that the
city is dominated by a much bigger natural feature – the
“crouching lion” contour of Arthur’s Seat.

The imposing extinct volcano is said to be named after a
legendary 6th century king, one of many sites throughout
Britain associated with him. Who hasn’t heard of King Arthur,
his wife Guinevere, his sword Excalibur, the sorcerer Merlin
and the Knights of the Round Table? Arthur’s adventures
have spawned countless films, plays, television productions
and comics, despite the fact that scholars question if he ever
existed! It’s certainly odd that there was no mention of King
Arthur and his exploits in folklore or historical documents
until 400 years after his supposed reign.
Some scholars also doubt the existence of a much more
significant kingly figure who predated the fabled Arthur by
several centuries. They claim that the Lord Jesus Christ, like
King Arthur, was probably nothing more than a fanciful idea
dreamed up by religious cranks in search of a romantic hero.
The big problem for those who peddle the “Jesus myth” is
that the historical evidence for Jesus is well documented
and overwhelming.
Unlike the Arthur fables, it didn’t take four centuries for
the first written account to appear. The Apostle Paul began
writing no more than 25 years after Christ’s crucifixion
and resurrection. Then came the four gospels which were
written around 40 years after Christ’s earthly ministry. So

all of these Biblical accounts must have benefitted from the
testimony of eyewitnesses. Accurate descriptions of the
culture, geography and politics of first century Palestine add
to their authenticity.
Someone who had every reason to deny the existence of
Jesus was the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus. Yet Jesus
appears in his history of Judaism written around 93AD, such
as a reference to James, the brother of “Jesus, the so-called
Christ”. Some 20 years after Josephus, two senior Roman
politicians, Pliny and Tacitus, add to the historical record.
Tacitus backs up the gospel account that Jesus was executed
while Pontius Pilate was Roman Prefect in charge of Judaea,
while Pliny complains that, during his time as governor in
northern Turkey, people were becoming followers of Christ.
Right from the time of Jesus there was never any debate
about whether he was a real, historical figure. Jewish
Rabbis denounced him as the illegitimate son of Mary and a
sorcerer while pagan writers dismissed him as a scoundrel.
None of them questioned his existence.
The “crouching lion” profile of Arthur’s Seat may be
romantically linked with a legendary king who probably
never existed. But there’s no doubt at all about the historical
authenticity of a greater king who the Bible calls the Lion of
Judah – the Lord Jesus Christ.

Happy Easter everyone!
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THE ORANGE ORDER
We’re a world class fraternity!

On 26th August 1768, Endeavour slipped her moorings in
Plymouth harbour and set sail for the Southern Pacific Ocean.
Her captain was James Cook, a renowned explorer who had
already established a fine reputation by making the first detailed
navigational maps of Newfoundland. He would spend six months
charting the New Zealand coast before sailing west and making
landfall on 19th April 1770 at Point Hicks in Australia.
25 years after Cook’s
expedition the Orange
Order was founded in
Ireland, by which time
Botany Bay was already
growing into a sizeable
settlement
comprising
soldiers, convicts and
free settlers. With the
early
popularity
of
Orange military warrants,
it wasn’t long before
Warrant No 1780 arrived
in the fledgling colony
under the auspices of the
Captain James Cook FRS
50th Regiment the Queen’s
Own. The hostility of their commanding officer led to the warrant
being smuggled out of camp sewn inside the red military tunic of
a lodge member, Private Andrew Alexander from Londonderry. He
conveyed the precious warrant to Sydney where lodge meetings
continued in secret.
Ten years later, the first civilian lodge was inaugurated on 13th
April 1845 at a gathering of Orangemen in the Crispen Arms
Hotel, Sydney. Soon lodges were being formed throughout the
colonies and Grand Lodges established in what would later, in
1901, become States of a new Federated country called Australia.
To this day every State Grand Lodge is autonomous within its own
area, though cooperation and uniformity is maintained through a
National Grand Lodge.

In order to keep lodges functioning, the practical Australians
decided to merge men’s and women’s lodges into single entities.
The “mixed lodge” was born, a concept that continues to this day.
The Second World War also drew Australians in great numbers
to confront another threat to liberty and, once again, lodge
membership was depleted. The Orange Institution continues to
operate in all five mainland States, with Victoria and New South
Wales surviving the effects of war and changing social attitudes
better than most. Recent years have seen a renewed interest
in Orangeism across every State, which has boosted lodge
membership and activities.

Lodges on parade in Adelaide, South Australia

The Order in Australia enjoys a good public image, being regarded
as good citizens with a fine reputation for supporting charitable
causes. It continues to be a strong advocate of Biblical Christianity
and Reformation Principles. It is also one of the loudest voices
opposing agitation for a republic, advocating that Australia should
remain a constitutional monarchy under the British Crown.
The current Grand Master of Australia is Bro John Morrow. He
is also Senior Imperial Vice President and hotly tipped for the
top job in international Orangeism when the Imperial Council
convenes in Edinburgh this July.

Officers of Rawson LOL 258, a new lodge in New South Wales

Ladies Orange Association of Scotland
Bro John Morrow, Grand Master, with his deputy, Bro Gordon Amstrong

The threat posed to the United Kingdom by the outbreak of
war in 1914 found a ready willingness in Australia to defend the
motherland. Huge numbers volunteered and it’s no surprise that
Orangemen were chief among them. As the casualty lists grew,
so these had a devastating effect upon the Orange Institution
in general, particularly to small country lodges in remote areas.
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OPEN DAY

Saturday 14th April, 11am-3pm
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
Floral Service performed at 1pm

“WHAT SCHOOL DID YOU GO TO?”
100 YEARS OF APARTHEID IN SCOTTISH SCHOOLS

birthday, a milestone marked last month by an approving
speech from the First Minister at a gathering of Roman Catholic
prelates and academics. Despite this public show of bonhomie,
there’s no shortage of politicians who privately disapprove
of segregated schooling but lack the courage to do anything
about it. And how awkward that Sturgeon’s careful words were
uttered without a blush by someone whose moral values on
many issues are out of step with the Catholic teaching ethos
she claims to admire so much.

The well-meaning legislators who enacted the 1918 Education
Act no doubt had the best of intentions. A “land fit for heroes”
was being fashioned in the aftermath of the First World War,
and the woeful state of Roman Catholic education in Scotland
stood in need of some generous new thinking. Separated
from state schooling at the insistence of the church hierarchy,
teaching was desperately underfunded and often poorly done
in dilapidated premises.
The Education Act changed all that, creating a fully-funded
Roman Catholic sector within the existing state system.
There was vocal opposition to the use of taxpayers’ money to
underwrite a religious ideology that refused to countenance
its children being educated alongside what were insultingly
labelled “non-Catholics”. It was a divisiveness that smacked
of prejudice and arrogance, and critics argued against
incorporating it into the state system. But dissent was out
of step with an optimistic post-war mood and the Act was
duly passed. Scotland’s state-funded segregated schools had
arrived.
All of us have since lived with its effects, having grown
up in a society of “them and us” where children learn
they are somehow “different” at the age of five. Now this
institutionalised educational apartheid has reached its 100th

The educational divide that spawned many a memorable
snowball fight between “them and us” was also responsible
for outright bigotry when youngsters arrived in the workplace.
“What school did you go to?” became a notorious employment
discrimination. It was a prejudice keenly resented by Roman
Catholics unable to accept that their own insistence on
separate schools was feeding the monster.
“Kafflik schools”, so the dark suspicion goes, are mysterious,
smelly establishments where a good education comes a poor
second to being force fed popish propaganda. In truth they’re
nothing of the sort. Many have an enviable academic record.
And as for the much vaunted “Catholic ethos”, it often amounts
to little more than a cross on the wall and a bit of extra effort
when the bishop shows up. The teachers are trained to the
same standards as in other schools, are subject to the same
regular inspections and are concerned above all else with
educating the kids in their care.
In fact, these days they are so indistinguishable from nondenominational schools that many parents of other faiths
and none happily send their children there. Which begs
the question: how can you justify segregated schools when
they no longer have an obvious purpose? Especially when
they undeniably contribute to a climate of “them and us” in
Scottish society, and when they are a drain on education funds,
requiring the duplication of buildings, staff and resources.
Also when they operate a blatantly discriminatory Catholics
only need apply promotion policy for teachers. Now there’s a
“What school did you go to?” disgrace that even the teachers’
own unions won’t face up to!

Benhar
Evangelical
Church
Supplier of

All Loyal Order Regalia & Accessories
Marching Band Instruments & Bespoke Uniforms

Industry Best Price……
ONLY
Andante Reactor Drum £440.00
Follow our Facebook Page & Visit our
Website for Regular Special Offers……

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart

Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com / Tel: 028 3832 4070

Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,
Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR
Sundays at 6.30pm
Preacher:
Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME
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TOWARDS A BETTER
JOHN MASON
PUBLIC IMAGE
BLUNDERS YET AGAIN

Having already disgraced
himself by refusing to
endorse the campaign
for justice for three Scots
soldiers murdered by the
IRA, John Mason, MSP
for Glasgow Shettleston,
has now added insult
to injury by declining
to sign a parliamentary
motion calling for security
files on the case to be
released to the legal team
representing the soldiers’ families.
Fusiliers Dougald McCaughey, John McCaig and Joseph
McCaig were in a Belfast bar in 1971 when they were
befriended by IRA men and invited to meet girls at a party.
They were taken to the outskirts of the city where they
were shot in the head. The killings became known as “The
Honeytrap Murders”. A campaign for justice was raising
money for a civil action against the perpetrators when
Mason refused to endorse it.
The SNP politician caused outrage by commenting on social
media that he was “Happy to support all campaigns to bring
about justice. But not taking sides between Irish and British.”
When challenged if he was refusing to take sides between
Scottish soldiers and Irish murderers he compounded the
insult by responding: “You say Irish murderers. Others say
Irish freedom fighters. I support Scottish soldiers if they do
good but not if they do bad.”
Mason happens to be the MSP of Kris McGurk, who is
spearheading the justice campaign on behalf of the families.
Having recently succeeded in getting a motion brought
before MSPs calling on the Scottish Government to press for
the release of security files, he wrote to Mason seeking his
support. He was stunned when Mason dismissed his efforts
as “a bit one-sided as it focuses on victims on one side and
does not mention victims on the other side.”
An incandescent Kris McGurk said Mason had “again let
himself, his constituents and his party down. Downright
refusing to support two Scottish families in their
heartbreaking search for closure and truth is just a whole
new level of unbelievable. How can this Scottish campaign
affecting Scottish families, for the murder of Scottish
soldiers and deeply in the interest of the Scottish public, be
something a Scottish MSP refuses to support?”
Tory MSP. Maurice Corry, who has agreed to table the
motion, said he was hopeful Mason might reconsider his
position. But an SNP spokesman defended their MSP, saying
“John Mason has responded to Mr McGurk, making clear
his support for reconciliation efforts between communities
in Northern Ireland and efforts to deliver justice for victims
and families affected by conflict.”
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No one pretends that the Orange Order is a squeaky clean
organisation totally beyond reproach. Like any human
institution we have our share of bad apples who are only
too capable of letting the side down. But neither is the Order
the “knuckle-dragging mutants” of an Ayrshire lawyer’s
recent outrageous tweet nor the “anti-Catholic” bogeymen
of certain sections of the Scottish media.
Tackling misconception and often outright ignorance and
bigotry is a constant challenge, particularly when our
membership is overwhelmingly working class and not
necessarily the most skilled at dealing with unfair criticism.
This was the background to a PR Workshop that was held
recently in a city centre hotel in Glasgow. Leading figures
from Grand Lodge and all
four County Grand Lodges
took part in an educational
session led by a PR
GET YOUR BAND READY FOR
THE NEW SEASON
consultant using the latest
Stockists
of Premier & Pearl Drums
IT tools.
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories
Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins
A single workshop session
All in stock at the
cannot solve all our public
best
prices anywhere!
image woes, which is why
BAND SUPPLIES
there are more training days
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road
in the pipeline. But it’s an
Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400
important step forward Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk
and every little helps!

Contact: Bro Clark Fulston

SPORTSMAN HONOURED
AT GRAND MASTER’S DINNER

You might recognise this picture from December Torch. It’s Bro
Graham McIntyre in his specially adapted bike along with others
who took part in September’s Home Fund cycle run. Graham,
a member of Kennoway Purple Heroes LOL 239, has been
paraplegic since a tragic car accident in his teens hospitalised him
for a year with potentially fatal injuries to his spine and internal
organs. He ultimately had to lose a kidney and his spleen. Fast
forward 20 years, and Graham was guest of honour at the Grand
Master’s Dinner on Friday 9th March in the Hilton Doubletree
Hotel, Glasgow.
The Grand Master recalled Graham’s inspirational recovery from
a near-death experience to competitive sportsman. Now an
enthusiastic member of the famous “Flying Fifers” charity cyclists
of No 64 District, Graham has recently been saving his pennies to
purchase a racing wheelchair that will enable him to compete in
the London Marathon and other endurance events.

To the acclaim of the entire company, Bro McHarg presented
Graham with a cheque for £2,000 from the Grand Master’s
Special Projects Fund. It was one of many highlight in a fabulous
evening of fine dining, good company and hilarious after-dinner
speakers. The incomparable James “Buller” Reid was in fine form
as he entertained the company and introduced the other guest
speakers, Jimmy Stirling and Derek Parlane.
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RUTHERGLEN HOSTS ORANGE WEDDING

Rutherglen Orange Hall was decked out in its finest for the wedding
breakfast of Sammy and Ethell McFadyen on Friday 26th January.
The new Mrs McFadyen is pictured here being congratulated by
other members of her lodge, Bro Brisby’s Chosen Few LLOL 34.

FAULDHOUSE ORANGE BALL

All roads led to Fauldhouse on Saturday 3rd February for the Annual
Orange Ball of Protestant Faith Defenders LOL 16 and Daughters
of Ruth LLOL 103. The special guests were Bro Rev Ian Loughrin
and Bro Steven Pratt, District Master of Armadale No 26 District.
Some members of LLOL 103 took time out from the festivities for
a picture with Worthy Mistress, Sis Isabell Frame (seated centre).

“DIAMOND DAN” JOINS THE VISITORS
AT COMMONWEALTH DAY EXHIBITION

Commonwealth Day (10th March)
was marked by East Belfast No 4
Royal Black District Chapter with a
major exhibition in Ballymacarrett
Orange Hall. In the centenary year
of the 1918 armistice, the accent
was on the contribution from the
Commonwealth to the Great War.
There were also contributions of
historic artefacts from No 6 Orange
District, Junior Orange District No
3, Belfast Browning Club ABOD
and the Union Jack Shop. Andrew
Steel sponsored the teas with proceeds going to the Grand Black
Chapter Appeal for the Child Evangelism Fellowship. “Diamond
Dan” (aka Chris Cunningham) was among the many visitors and
brought a bit of lighthearted fun to the day.

LONG SERVICE AT BELLSHILL

It’s always a pleasure to honour
long service, and Sis Lynne
Buchanan, Worthy Mistress of
Ark of Safety LLOL 29, recently
had the privilege twice. The first
occasion was the presentation
of a 60 Year Service Medal to Sis
Jean Cook, pictured with her son
James, who is Substitute District Master of Bellshill No 8 District.
The second occasion was a family affair (below) when Lynne
was able to present her mother, Mae, with her 50 Year Service
Medal. Bro Ian Buchanan of Bellshill Dutch Blues LOL 33 was also
honoured for 50 years service to the Orange Institution.

VALIANT SERVICE TO
THE ROYAL BLACK INSTITUTION
PRIZEGIVING AT IRVINE

Sir Kt Robert Walmsley has attained 60 years distinguished service
to the Royal Black Institution. The milestone was marked recently
by RBP 118, with Sir Kt Stephen Frame, Provincial Grand Master, in
attendance along with Sir Kt Angus Ward, District Master, RBDC No
1. Congratulations were received from the Sovereign Grand Master,
Sir Knight Millar Farr, and from Sir Kt John A Burleigh (Lisburn) and
Sir Kt Rev Dr Victor Ryan. Sir Kt Walmsley is pictured here with Sir Kt
Ian Girvan, WM, and Sir Kt Stephen Frame, RWPGM.
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It was Prizegiving Day recently in Irvine Orange Hall as winners and
runners-up in various Bible competitions received their trophies
and certificates from Bro Bill Muir, District Master of Irvine No 56
District.

THROUGH ORANGE COLOURED
SPECTACLES

THE SASH MY FATHER WORE

It was a proud day for Bro John Morrison of Linwood Purple
Heroes LOL 144 when he witnessed the Royal Arch Purple Degree
conferred upon his sons, Robert (left) and Donald. The ceremony
took place in Paisley Orange Halls on Saturday 10th February and
the degree work was expertly carried out by the Sir John Gilmour
lecture team of No 28 District
Bro Bob Howie would be the first to admit to being one of life’s
loveable eccentrics. A long and distinguished service to the
Orange Institution was marked recently when Bro Ian Muir,
District Master of No 49 District presented Bob with his 50 Years
Service Medal. Initiated into Sons of Faith LOL 456 in 1966, Bob’s
irrepressible enthusiasm was quickly apparent. He was soon
elected District Master of No 24 District, became active in the
famous Orange Study Group and began contributing a column
(“Through Orange Coloured Spectacles”) to the Torch’s precursor,
The Vigilant. Renowned for his work with the Boys Brigade,
particularly in the west of Glasgow, Bob also involved himself in
local politics and has served as a magistrate on Glasgow District
Court. His outstanding contribution to the Order was recognised
when he was enrolled an Honorary Depute County Grand Master
of the County Grand Lodge of Glasgow.

LARKHALL TOYS WITH
THE TREASURER

The Brethren of Larkhall Purple
Defenders LOL 193 found a unique
way to pay tribute to their long
serving lodge treasurer, Bro Ian
Gilfillan, PM & PWDM. Bro Gilfillan
was presented with a trophy on
which is mounted a familiar handcrafted figure complete with
lodge collarette, white gloves and
briefcase!

60 YEARS SERVICE
AT RUTHERGLEN

The ladies of Sis Thomson
Memorial LLOL 173, Rutherglen,
were in party mood recently as
one of their members attained
60 years service to the Orange
Institution. Naturally there
was tea to enjoy along with
a beautifully iced celebration
cake. Sis Hannah Anderson
is seen here (right) receiving
her 60 Year Service Medal
and Certificate from Sis Fiona
McFarlane, Worthy Mistress.

Tribute

Sis Margaret Young, PGM

Appointed Most Worthy Grand Mistress in 1999, Sis Margaret
Young led the Ladies Orange Association of Scotland into the
new millennium with zest and good humour. Her ready wit
was legendary, making her a popular guest at lodge meetings
and social functions up and down the country. Who else but
“Wee Margaret” would serenade a group of Glasgow Juveniles
billeted in McRae House over Easter with Jingle Bells because
it was snowing!
Margaret had over 65 years service to the Orange Institution,
from her early years in Pollokshaws until her transfer to Star of
the East LLOL 55 in No 12 District where she was destined to
become a leading figure. As Worthy Mistress for over 20 years
her knowledge of the Ladies ritual and lectures was second to
none, benefitting generations of new members. Along with
the late Sis Sadie Black, Margaret had a special concern for the
youngsters of Bro Charles Weaver Memorial JLOL 12 and was
Treasurer to the CGL Glasgow Junior & Juvenile Conference.
Her dedicated service over many years to the Scottish Orange
Home Fund is also legendary.
A member of the Ladies Committee for over 40 years, she was
proud when her daughter, Ann, was also appointed – the only
mother and daughter partnership ever to achieve this. In an
Imperial Orange Council year, it’s worth recalling Margaret’s
pleasure and pride to have hosted the ladies sessions when
the Imperial Council last met in Scotland, in the Swallow Hotel,
Glasgow. She was also extremely proud to be part of the
Scottish delegation at the Imperial Council of 2006 that was
held in Toronto.
After demitting office in 2003, Margaret continued to give the
Ladies Committee the benefit of her ready wit and wise counsel
until failing health obliged her to curtail her activities. A special
lady and a true and worthy Orange Sister, the Institution is the
poorer for her passing.
“Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised” (Proverbs 31:30)
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FAULTY BEYOND BRIGHT SPARK IS A LIFE SAVER
FUNCTION

Quick
thinking
by
Ayrshire
Orangeman Neil Claxton saved the
life of Airdrie woman, Agnes McGhee,
when she suddenly collapsed on the
floor with a heart attack. Neil and his
workmate Matthew Bell sprang into
action, making her comfortable on the couch and phoning for the
paramedics. They stayed with her until an ambulance arrived to
take her to Monklands Hospital, then decided to surprise Agnes
by repainting her kitchen.
The two electricians work for maintenance and repairs firm
Mears Scotland, which sent Mrs McGhee a bouquet of flowers on
her return home from hospital. Agnes is pictured here with Bro
Claxton (left) and his colleague. Neil is District Secretary of No 34
District and a member of John Knox LOL 132, Drongan.

TELFORD
THE SHAMEFUL SILENCE

As Scotland ground to a standstill under the onslaught of ‘The
Beast from the East’, one sector of the economy didn’t have
the luxury of putting their feet up until the thaw. With livestock
to feed and early Spring lambs being born, Scotland’s farmers
were out in the blizzards getting on with the day job. Appalling
weather is a hazard farmers know they just have to accept.
Appalling government is not.
Scotland’s hapless Transport Minister, Humza Yousaf, got pelters
from angry motorists who wondered why the authorities weren’t
better prepared to deal with such a well-forecast snow storm.
But at least their frustration was short-lived. No such luck for
farmers who had to work through the Siberian chill knowing that
their issue with the Scottish Government wouldn’t disappear as
easily as the snow.
It’s an issue that prompted one distraught farmer’s daughter
to accuse the SNP administration of destroying her future.
Writing in Scottish Review, Helen Stewart lamented farcical
problems with an expensive new computer system that has
led to long delays in paying out EU farming grants. This has
resulted in widespread hardship, farmers going out of business
and even suicides.
The problem began back in 2015 when farm payments were
delayed by five months. The following year was even worse.
Payments were so late that the government had to help
struggling farmers with loans. “Overall the subsidy was almost
a year late, and this trend is spiralling” said Miss Stewart who
said the continuing fiasco is damaging the rural economy and
“destroying our way of life”.
Helen Stewart, who has watched her father succumb to stress,
cannot understand why there hasn’t been more media interest
in the payments scandal and its consequences. “Does it not
concern you that our own government mismanaged this so
drastically and that we don’t really hear about it? The Common
Agricultural Policy equals around 40% of EU funds. That’s 58
Billion Euros a year. To mismanage 40% of EU funds – surely
that’s gross incompetence? Yet there are no investigations and
painfully little media coverage.”
Miss Stewart describes the farm payment system as “faulty
beyond function”. Just like Nicola Sturgeon’s entire SNP
administration in fact.
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“It is exactly this forbearance of hatred and debauchery and the Islamic
sexual repression found in Pakistan that has contributed to the catastrophic
levels of rape in the country. This same Sexually deviant behaviour has been
exported to the UK, which itself has been rocked with similar grooming
gangs in operation, masterminded by Pakistani Muslims.”

No sooner had we published the above words of Wilson Choudry
of the British Pakistani Christian Association in last month’s Torch
than news broke of the UK’s worst grooming gang scandal to date.
It’s estimated that a thousand young females, some as young as
11, were drugged, beaten and raped over a period of 40 years.
The silence over this outrage is a humiliating indictment of British
society. And we don’t just mean the silence of the authorities and
the police who seem to have done their best to ignore what was
going on right under their noses - though that was bad enough.
The culture of pretence led to the forcing out of a police chaplain
and a social worker who tried to raise the alarm. We also mean the
calculated silence of the British liberal establishment, doubtless
for the good of diversity, as the extent of the Telford horror was
becoming known.
The scandal didn’t rate the front page of the Guardian or The Times,
and it was 48 hours before it headlined on the BBC News website.
And where was the show of solidarity with abused women from
the #MeToo movement and its celebrity clone, #TIMESUP? Why no
empathy with the Telford victims or expressions of outrage from
the luvvies with the expensive black frocks?
Were the victims too white and too trashy? Were the perpetrators
too Asian and too Muslim?
The posh gals of #METOO and #TIMESUP evidently couldn’t care
less about sexual predation by Pakistani Asians on white working
class girls in Leeds, Rotherham, Rochdale, Bristol, Slough, Oxford,
Tyneside, the Wirral and now Telford. Shame on them.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
UNDER ATTACK

BOOK LAUNCH AT
OLYMPIA HOUSE

The irrepressible
David Bryce has
added
another
little book to his
series on Orange
and Reformation
topics.

A police warning in Glasgow for preaching the gospel

Something sinister is happening right now in the United Kingdom.
Our cherished religious liberty, achieved at great cost over the
centuries, is in jeopardy from an aggressive anti-Christian agenda.
From employees threatened with the sack for wearing a cross,
through street preachers arrested by police for being offensive,
to college students expelled for holding Christian views, Britain
is fast losing its hard won reputation for tolerance, equality and
fair play.
The situation has got so bad it has attracted the attention of The
Barnabas Fund, an international aid agency more used to dealing
with harassment, violence and persecution towards Christians
in other parts of the world. Now it has sounded a note of alarm
about what it regards as growing “Christianophobia” here in the
UK. Barnabas has launched a national petition asking the British
Government to fully enshrine our religious liberties in a new law.
The specific liberties at risk (and when they were achieved) are
identified as …

The Irredeemable
Papacy
takes
an unapologetic
swing at the corruption and venality of the mediaeval Popes and
asks if their successors in the modern era have been any better.
Well researched and plainly presented, David’s latest offering is
available now from the KBshop for £2 (incl p&p). The book was
launched on 21st February with a reception at Olympia House
hosted by the Grand Master. Guest speaker was Rev Dr James
Millar of the Scottish Reformation Society, whose biting analysis
on the state of the Reformed Church today will be published in
next month’s Torch.

THE KREMLIN’S
USEFUL IDIOT

• Freedom to read the Bible in public (1547)
• Freedom to interpret the Bible without government
interference (1559)
• Freedom of worship (1689)
• Freedom to choose or change your faith (1689)
• Freedom to preach and try to convince others of your
beliefs (1812)
• Freedom to build churches, synagogues, mosques etc
(1812)
• Freedom from being required to hold a particular
worldview in order to attend college, hold a public sector
job or stand for election (1888)
If you think this sounds much too alarmist, consider that just last
year a lawyer with the Crown Prosecution Service declared that
quoting from the King James Bible “in the context of modern
British society, must be considered to be abusive and is a criminal
matter”. He was speaking at the trial of two men arrested in
2016 for preaching in a shopping area in Bristol. Or consider the
plight of a Christian student at Sheffield University, kicked off his
social work course in 2015 because his views on marriage and
homosexuality raised doubts about his suitability to be a social
worker.
These case histories and others can be found in a Barnabas
booklet entitled Turn the Tide (also online at this website: www.
OurReligiousFreedom.org). The petition is being widely circulated
in churches across the UK but can also be signed by via the
website.

In view of the scandalous use of a Russian nerve agent in
Salisbury, is Alex Salmond likely to reconsider his lucrative job
with the Kremlin’s propaganda broadcaster, RT? Of course not!
“Sometimes the truth is more important than the paycheck” said
Harold Elletson, former MP and expert on Russia. But not to Mr
Salmond, it seems.
Challenged on air by one of his own listeners, Salmond
attempted to make light of it in his usual “cheeky chappie” way.
“I can absolutely assure you that RT was not responsible for the
poisoning in Salisbury. I can guarantee that” he chuckled. But the
listener persisted: “But they are funded by the same arm. If you
don’t resign from Russia Today, you will go down in history as
what Lenin coined a ‘useful idiot’ for the Kremlin regime.”
Salmond’s attempts to laugh off his role are finding no favour with
his former colleagues. Even the odious Shadow Chancellor, John
McDonnell, has urged Labour MPs not to appear on RT. Ian Murray,
Labour MP for Edinburgh South, said the channel was “a Kremlin
mouthpiece and no British politicians should appear on it. John
McDonnell understands this, but Alex Salmond continues to take
the Putin pound. While he long ago gave up any pretence of being
a statesman, surely even with his colossal ego he understands he
must now quit RT.”
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THE TEMPERANCE
CAMPAIGNER’S TRUST AND
HIS LASTING TRIBUTE

‘…Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
and their works do follow them.’ (Revelation 14:13)
This past two months we
have looked at the life and
labours of James Stirling who
was one of the founders and
first activists of Scotland’s
temperance movement. We
have observed the influence
that this movement had on the
Loyal Orange Institution and the
temperance principles that the
Orange Order has promoted
since its inception. This month
we will look at the trust that
enabled Stirling to face death
with confidence and the tribute
that was made to his work and
witness.
A few days before James
Stirling died he received a visit
from Robert Rae and William
Logan. These dear friends provided the following account of that
occasion:
“We found him confined to his bed. He had had a slight paralytic
stroke on the previous day, which affected his left side and his
speech. He was, however, able to recognise us, and said, ‘I am
very glad to see you both’. Immediately after we entered the
house, the Rev. A. McNaughton, his venerable pastor, called to
see him. Mr. McNaughton’s remarks were brief and to the point,
and his prayer most appropriate and impressive.
After the minister left, we said, ‘James, you will now find Christ to
be your best friend’. In reply he said in a firm tone of voice, and
with impressiveness and fervour, ’Christ is a friend to whom we
can go at all times. He is ever ready to receive ALL who come
to him in FAITH’. Placing special emphasis on the words ALL and
FAITH. The comforting passage in Isaiah 41:10 was repeated, and
was evidently relished by our dying friend:
‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.’
During our visit another minister of the district called, and, among
other things, he asked our friend if he was now ready to give up his
spirit to the God who gave it. The reply, uttered in a distinct voice,
was: ’Yes, I really am ready – quite ready’. One of us said, ’We
are glad to find you trusting in Christ as your hope for heaven.
We expected this; you often expressed it when in health. And
now that you seem to be dying, we have no doubt you still feel
some interest in the movement to which you have devoted your
time’. He replied, with great emphasis, ’Yes, sirs, I feel keener and
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keener interest in the great cause of the temperance movement
than ever.”
“The movement” one of us replied, “is now in more hopeful
condition than when you entered the field some twenty-five
years ago; and your labours have done something to bring this
about.”
Our old friend’s voice for a few moments seemed to resume
all its former well-known expressive tone, and he said, with an
earnestness that would have impressed the largest audience he
ever addressed, ’If ever I were able to lift up my voice in public
again, I-I-I-.’.He could say no more at that time; but there was
no difficulty whatsoever in comprehending what he meant. We
were deeply moved. One of us broke the silence by remarking,
’James, you have done your part faithfully’. After a brief pause,
during which he seemed in deep meditation, he said, ’Mr Wallace
urged me during last summer to write more on the subject; but
I always found great difficulty in writing’. These were the last
words which fell from his lips on the great temperance enterprise
in our hearing. He evidently in those words referred to a short
sketch he had written of his own life, and which the Rev. A. Wallace
had been urging him to extend.”
James Stirling passed into the immediate presence of his Lord
and Saviour on 20th March 1956. His remains were taken to the
churchyard of New Kilpatrick where they were buried in the
presence of a large crowd of Stirling’s friends and admirers. About
his memorial service, Rev. Dr. Wallace said,
“At the request of the directors of the Scottish Temperance
League, the Rev. William Reid, of Edinburgh, preached to a
crowded audience in the City Hall, Glasgow, an appropriate and
heart-stirring sermon, in which he paid a high and well-merited
tribute to the worth and labours of the departed veteran. What
a change! Thousands assembled, and hundreds could not obtain
admission, to heart a funeral oration for a man who, thirty years
before, might have been found intoxicated, ill-clad, and in danger
of being frozen in the dead of winter, not very many yards from
the magnificent hall where a funeral oration was delivered in
honour of his untiring and invaluable labours as an advocate of
that cause which was instrumental, through the blessing of God,
in plucking him as ‘a brand from the burning’ and which made
him the means of blessing many homes, and of making many
hearts sing for joy.”
A monument was erected over Stirling’s grave in the form of
an obelisk. A bridle was carved into the top of it symbolising
temperance and the life-saving restraint that it had brought to
Stirling and the many people who had been influenced by his
work and witness. This is the inscription:

IN MEMORY OF JAMES STIRLING
The first agent of the Scottish Temperance League,
and one of the most distinguished advocates of
the Temperance Reformation Born, 6th March 1774.
Died, 20th March 1856. His noblest monument is to
be focused on the many once wretched home that
he made happy; and the highest testimony to his
Christian character and personal worth, his stirring
eloquence and self-denying labours, is expressed in
the warm gratitude of hundreds whom he rescued
from the crushing grasp of Scotland’s greatest curse.
ERECTED BY A FEW FRIENDS

SO MANY GRIEVANCES
SO LITTLE COMMONSENSE

The constant drone that can be heard across every wee bit hill and
glen of Scotland isn’t the sound of bagpipes. It’s the grating whine
of nationalist grievance. After ten disastrous years in charge at
Holyrood, nationalists still worry less about their incompetence
in government than about every imagined slight and insult.
The latest targets for their bile are the Royal Navy and one of
Scotland’s biggest exporters.
When HMS Queen Elizabeth left Rosyth on 26th June to begin
her sea trials, the Scottish Government was absent from
the ceremony. The snub was labelled “an insult to the many
thousands of Scots who have produced the carrier”. It took all
of nine months for the SNP’s favourite newspaper, The National
to uncover “the biggest piece of hoodwinking since hoods were
first winked”. Under a headline that screamed Royal Navy reveals
its Scottish-built flagship was named after English monarch who
chopped off Scottish Queen’s head, The National stoked outrage
by “revealing” that the navy’s new carrier is not named after our
current and “much loved (sic) monarch”.

It mattered not to scandalised nationalists that Walkers also
pack thistle-branded shortbread into tins emblazoned with the
Scottish saltire. The Union Flag product had to be faced down with
a torrent of ugly abuse and threats of a boycott. Reeling under
the angry onslaught, to Scotland’s shame Walkers felt obliged to
defend itself in an official statement. The company emphasised
that it takes “great pride in our Scottish heritage” and that the
Union Flag tin is just one of many “designed to celebrate an array
of places and events”.
Jubilant nationalist bullies interpreted the company statement as
a climb down, and that the offending Union Flag branding would
now be ditched. But in fact the company, quite properly, intends
to carry on with its marketing strategy. As for a threatened
boycott, just like Tunnocks before them Walkers are now enjoying
a sales bonanza. Their Union Flag tins, sold mainly abroad but also
available in Scottish airports, are selling like hotcakes!

THE (NOT QUITE)
BLOODLESS REVOLUTION

Gosh, really? Does no one at The National know that the navy
never calls its ships after living people and has a long tradition of
naming them after previous vessels with an illustrious history? In
this case, the carrier has taken the name of a super-dreadnought
battleship of 1913 vintage (pictured) that was named after the
famous Tudor monarch, ‘Good Queen Bess’. Unabashed, The
National went on to accuse the Westminster Government and the
Unionist press of colluding in a deliberate deception.
HMS Queen Elizabeth is “the only aircraft carrier in the world
to have her name subject to claims of conspiracy and collusion
against the people of Scotland” reported the UK Defence Journal,
clearly baffled by all the fuss and unacquainted with the capacity
of Scottish nationalists to take offence. As a useful guide to the
irrational herd instincts of
the tartanistas, the good
people at the UK Defence
Journal need look no
further than another
unseemly ruckus that
broke around the same
time – and this one really
takes the biscuit …
Whatever can have possessed
Walkers Shortbread to start producing its
world famous product in Union Flag shapes
and pack them into Union Flag tins? You’d
almost imagine that Walkers, who export to over 60 countries,
have an interest in promoting their brand and expanding the sales
that keep 1700 people employed at their premises in Aberlour
and Elgin. How very dare they!

The Battle of Dunkeld

The Glorious Revolution of 1688 is sometimes referred
to by English historians as ‘The Bloodless Revolution’.
This is because there was very little resistance in
England to the coup that toppled an unpopular king and
put William of Orange on the throne. It’s an era that
rates a permanent exhibition in The Scottish National
Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh. Entitled Reformation to
Revolution, the paintings of the leading protagonists are
well worth seeing.
But there’s a flawed narrative informing visitors that “no
battles were fought” and “no blood was shed” at the
Glorious Revolution. It’s quite staggering to find such
a whopper in a major Scottish art gallery. Haven’t they
heard of the Siege of Derry (1688), Killiecrankie (1689),
Dunkeld (1689), the Boyne (1690) and Aughrim (1691)?
Quite a bit of blood split there, we’d suggest.
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LONDONDERRY’S PROTESTANT EXODUS WOULD-BE SHERIFF APOLOGISES
GETS A CONTROVERSIAL REWRITE
FOR BIGOTTED TWITTER RANT

Almost as well known as the famous 1688 seige is the fate that
befell Protestants living within the city walls of Londonderry during
the worst of ‘the troubles’. A relentless campaign of intimidation
led to thousands fleeing their homes for the comparative safety
of the Waterside area across the Foyle. A Protestant population of
8,459 living in the historic city in 1971 was down to 2,874 by 1981.
By 1991 just 1,407 Protestants were still sticking it out – a drop
of 83% over 20 years. Memories are still raw of threats issued,
insults shouted and shots fired, of Protestant churches and halls
vandalised.
Now a new report has rubbed salt into the wound by suggesting
that intimidation was not the only factor at play. To the fury of the
displaced residents, it suggests that bigger and better housing was
a more significant draw, along with better work prospects from
new economic development and investment beyond the city. The
report also accuses Unionist politicians of stirring up anti-Catholic
and anti-civil rights sentiment.
It’s classic historical revisionism typical of Sinn Fein. So it’s no
surprise to learn that the new “non-party political, anti-sectarian
human rights organisation” responsible for the report is named
after Pat Finucane, a lawyer and republican activist killed in 1989
by loyalist paramilitaries.
The family of playwright Jonathan Burgess was among the
thousands of Protestants who fled the old city. His play, The
Forgotten Exodus, is based upon the experiences of those forced
from their homes. “People were certainly not moving for houses.
They weren’t moving for jobs. They were moving because they
were scared. The people who moved know why they moved.”
Someone who certainly knows is Mrs Jeanette Warke, who said:
“We left in March 1972 because of continued intimidation of
the Protestant people and after I was attacked in the middle of
Abercorn Street, ordered to leave and called ‘Orange scum’. To
suggest we left our home in Mountjoy Street, that we bought for
hard-earned money and were bringing our family up in, just so
we could get a bigger house in the Waterside makes me so angry.
I see this report as an attempt to deny what we went through.”
Mr Burgess deplored the attempt to whitewash what was a
determined policy of ethnic cleansing by Irish Republicans. “You
can’t say this didn’t happen. Thousands of Protestants came out
of the west bank for a reason – and it wasn’t to get a better house.
This republican-motivated human rights scenario is not only
dominating the narrative in regards to peace and victimhood, but
it is also denying my community its story, and that is quite cruel.”
What revisionism can we expect next from the Pat Finucane
Centre? Martin McGuinness was never in the IRA?
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You’d
think
a
Solicitor Advocate
would be careful
with his comments
on the social media
service, Twitter –
especially when he
has ambitions to
become a sheriff.
But
Kilmarnockbased Simon Brown
of Matthew Brown
Solicitors
threw
caution to the wind
on the afternoon
of February 17th
when he tweeted
“FFS!
It’s
only
February and the
Orange b******s
are out again. Every
time I see those
knuckle dragging mutants a little bit of my humanity is chipped
away. #orangeorderf*******inbredw***hankies”. The cause of
Mr Brown’s temper tantrum isn’t clear. But he’s believed to be
a member of the SNP, which might explain another one of his
tweets in which he refers to Scotland as “The Orange Free State”.
Unfortunately for Mr Brown, his offensive comments were drawn
to the attention of Bro Robert McLean, Grand Lodge Executive
Officer, who took the matter up with the police and the Law
Society of Scotland. Mr Brown was soon back on Twitter with an
apology: “Several people have indicated they were upset by it.
The tweet has been deleted, and I sincerely apologise to anyone
who was offended.”
His indiscretion has probably ruined his chances of promotion to
the bench. A legal source said: “Simon made no secret of the fact
that he wanted to become a sheriff and was distraught when he
was knocked back without even being interviewed for the post. It
is astonishing any lawyer, never mind a Solicitor Advocate, would
post something like this on social media. And it is even more
inconceivable he has done it when he has such a desire to join
the bench. Sheriffs take an oath to preside over cases impartially
and, at the very least, this shows that he is prejudiced against
members of the Orange Order.”
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