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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”

( P s a l m 11 9 v 1 0 5 )

A YEAR OF OPPORTUNITY

media & public relations seminar in the spring. The event is
expected to take the form of a “how others see us” forum
led by a professional PR consultant. It will be a hotel-based
all day conference for officers of Grand Lodge, County Grand
Lodge and other leading figures.
Autumn’s major event will utilise a spacious indoor
conference centre to showcase the Institution to the
membership and to the general public. It’s anticipated
there will be static displays, promotional stalls and a rolling
programme of guest speakers and big screen features on
the Order’s many activities.
The Grand Master intends 2018 to be a positive year for
the Institution at every level. Let’s see what can be done to
make it happen.

Bro Henry Dunbar, Imperial President,
with Bro John Morrow (Australia), Senior Vice President

CIVIC RECEPTION FOR
SPECIAL OLYMPIANS

The Scottish Institution entered the new year with a spring
in our step. It’s a year when the world will come to visit, as
we have the honour to host the 46th triennial conference
of the Imperial Orange Council that will draw delegates to
Scotland from four continents. It will also be a year when
we embark upon a major media & public relations exercise
in the spring, and what we intend will be an outstanding
public showcase event in the autumn.
The Imperial Council, which will convene from 2nd to 6th July
in the Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh, will welcome
delegates from the United States, Australia, Ghana, Togo,
Canada and New Zealand as well as the UK jurisdictions.
Most of our high-ranking and exotic visitors are expected
to attend Grand Lodge Annual Divine Service on Sunday 1st
July and many will also be guests at the Boyne Celebrations
on 30th June and 7th July. The Council’s plenary sessions will
be chaired by Bro Henry Dunbar, IPGM, in his current role
as Imperial President.
The baleful attitude of much of the Scottish media towards
the Order, and how to tackle it, will form the basis of a

Athletes David and David Stuart, the sons of Bro Major
Bob Stuart, MBE, were recently accorded a civic reception
by Dumfries & Galloway Council to recognise their
achievements in June’s Special Olympics at Sheffield. The
boys clinched a “clean sweep” of medals, winning Gold,
Silver and Bronze between them. Attending the reception
to see the boys honoured were Bro Jim McHarg, Grand
Master, and Bro Colin Girvan, Senior Depute Grand Master.
A donation from the Grand Master’s Special Projects
Fund had helped finance the Dumfries & Galloway team
who did outstandingly well, bringing home 11 Gold, 13
Silver and 8 Bronze medals.
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THE ORANGE ORDER
We’re a world class fraternity!

With the Imperial Orange Council due to make one of its periodic
visits to Scotland this year, we thought we’d cast our eyes around
the Orange world and report on how our glorious Institution is
faring. Over the next few months we’ll cross the pond to the USA
and Canada, head “down under” to Australia and New Zealand,
and call in on West Africa.

offices, with Lt Col Samuel Taylor appointed Grand Master and
Lt Col Ralph Fletcher as his Deputy. The early 19th century was a
glorious period for English Orangeism, attracting royal patronage
as first the Duke of York and then the Duke of Cumberland served
as Grand Master.
A century later, as the call went out to serve King and Country
in the Great War, the strength of English Orangeism was a ready
provision of manpower for the trenches. The carnage of war took
an awful toll upon the lodges, and many were never to recover. It
would be all too easy to assume that English Orangeism is today
a shadow of its former self – easy but untrue. Royal patronage
may be a distant memory and overall numbers may have fallen.
Yet the dedication is as strong as ever and signs of renewal are
everywhere.

On parade in Liverpool
But first, much nearer to home but no less fascinating, are the
Orange Sisters and Brethren of England. Sharing a common
British heritage within the United Kingdom, the English Orange
jurisdiction can trace its origins all the way back to 1798 – just
three years after Orangeism was regularised into a lodge system
in County Armagh. But England can also lay claim to a much longer
lineage through the various “Orange societies” and “Revolution
clubs” that proliferated following the Glorious Revolution of 1688
Like Scotland, the first structured lodges arrived in England as
various militia returned from confronting the 1798 rebellion of
the United Irishmen. At that time the whole of Britain was in
ferment, fearing an invasion by the French under Napoleon. So
it’s no surprise that the Protestant and patriotic principles of
Orangeism found ready acceptance, and the regimental warrants
quickly took root in English soil.

Bro Wesley McKelvey WM LOL 52 (centre)
with Bro J Stockman Provincial GM and Bro T Lord, DGM
Three months ago a new lodge warrant was established in the
town of Devizes. It’s the first Orange lodge ever for the Wiltshire
town and the second new lodge to be established in the south
of England in recent months. The lodge has adopted the unusual
but appropriate name, ’Not for all Salisbury’ LOL 54. The words
were the defiant answer given by the 1556 Wiltshire Protestant
martyr, John Maundrell, when asked to recant his faith. They bear
testimony not only to the commitment of the Brethren of LOL 54
but to the entire English jurisdiction.

July 12th in Preston, early 20th century
Manchester and Bolton became early centres of Orange activity,
and it was very soon evident that a properly constituted “Grand
Lodge” authority was desirable. This came about in 1807 at a
historic meeting on 27th February in the Star Hotel, Manchester.
One year later the Loyal Orange Institution of England was
formalised. Regimental connections were reflected in the senior
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Contact: Bro Clark Fulston

DAVID BRYCE BOOK
LAUNCH THIS MONTH

Proving yet again that you
can’t keep a good man
down, Bro David Bryce
HDGM is publishing yet
another little book in his
series on Orange and
Reformation topics. With
an eye to the upcoming
500th Anniversary of the
Reformation in England
and Scotland, David’s latest
offering will lay bare the
venal and immoral lives
of the mediaeval popes.
‘The Irredeemable Papacy’ will be launched on Wednesday
21st February at a reception in Olympia House at 7.30pm. Guest
speaker will be Rev Dr James Miller of the Scottish Reformation
Society.
At the January meeting of Hamilton No Surrender LOL 159, David
was enrolled an honorary member. Now in his 92nd year, David
remains a valued and tireless member of his private lodge. He is
pictured here with the lodge Worthy Master, Bro David Barr.

DELIGHT AS BALLYMENA BUS
ENTREPRENEUR IS KNIGHTED

CIVIC TRIBUTE FOR
GLASGOW ANNIVERSARY

Bro Edward McGonnell, County Grand Master, pictured in
the magnificent banqueting hall of Glasgow City Chambers,
with Bro Jim McHarg, Grand Master, Sis Jean Logan, Grand
Mistress, and Baillie John Kane. The occasion was a civic
reception to mark the 50th Anniversary of the County Grand
Lodge of Glasgow. Representing the city council, Baillie Kane
extended a warm welcome to the reception, which included
distinguished guests from Grand Lodge, the Ladies Orange
Association, other County Grand Lodges and every District
Lodge in the city. In response, Bro McGonnell presented
Baillie Kane with an inscribed crystal plaque as a memento
of the occasion.

Buses bearing the distinctive ‘Wrightbus’ motif ply their trade
across the UK and beyond. The vehicles are manufactured in a
giant plant on the outskirts of Ballymena that was founded in
1946 by Bro William Wright, a member of Gracehill LOL 772.
Bro Wright’s pioneering work has seen the bus plant achieve a
number of world firsts including the electric powered bus, the
hybrid-electric double decker and, more recently, the hydrogen
powered double decker. The firm also conceived and builds the
distinctive ‘New Routemaster’ buses for London Transport.
Bro Wright’s contribution to UK innovation and exports was earlier
recognised when he was awarded the CBE by Her Majesty the
Queen. Now he has been knighted in the New Years Honours List.
A quiet and self-effacing man, he has 1800 employees producing
1200 buses and 250 bus kits every year, and attributes his success
entirely to “the hard work, passion and ingenuity of everyone
involved in the business”.
The Orange Institution has also honoured Bro Wright’s outstanding
achievements, presenting him with The Grand Master’s Award of
the Irish Institution in 2015. Bro Wright is pictured with Transport
Minister, Chris Grayling, during a recent visit to the Galgorm plant.

Supplier of

All Loyal Order Regalia & Accessories
Marching Band Instruments & Bespoke Uniforms

Industry Best Price……
ONLY
Andante Reactor Drum £440.00
Follow our Facebook Page & Visit our
Website for Regular Special Offers……

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart

Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com / Tel: 028 3832 4070
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LUTHER ANNIVERSARY ENDS ON A HIGH NOTE

A service of praise hosted by the Provincial Grand Black
Chapter of Scotland brought Martin Luther 500th Anniversary
Year to a fitting close. The service was held in historic Kirk o’
Shotts Parish Church, Salsburgh, on Sunday 19th November,
attracting a capacity attendance. Joining Sir Knight Stephen
Frame, Provincial Grand Master, were Bro Jim McHarg,
Grand Master, Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland, and Sis
Jean Logan, Grand Mistress, Ladies Orange Association of
Scotland.

The praise was led by Dykehead Flute Orchestra and
Shotts Congregational Church Singers, with solos from Sis
Kirsten Stoddart. Sir Kt Rev Jason Lingiah spoke on preReformation Scotland, following which Sir Kt Rev Tom Greig
reflected upon the spiritual challenges of the present day.
The Provincial Grand Black Chapter is grateful to everyone
who participated in the service, also to Sir Kt Kenny Whyte
who arranged and oversaw the evening, and to Rev Sharon
Colvin and the Kirk Session for their welcome and support.

LUTHER EXHIBITION
AT PAISLEY

GRAND CHAPLAIN
RE-ENACTS LUTHER’S
PROTEST – ALMOST!

There was a strong Reformation theme at the November
meeting of Rising Star of Paisley RBP 457. A large gathering
of Sir Knights, including a deputation from William Haire
Memorial RBP 589, Liverpool, witnessed five members
receive the sublime degree from lecturers, Sir Kts McFadden
and Gillan. The newly installed Provincial Grand Master, Sir
Kt Stephen Frame, recounted his involvement in the church
and the loyal orders and outlined his vision for the future.
To a backdrop of the Luther 500 exhibition, Sir Kt Alan Goody
gave an account on Martin Luther, linking the thoughts and
actions of the reformer to the teachings of the Royal Black
Institution. Pictured are (left to right) Sir Kt Reg Chadwick,
Grand Registrar, PGBC England, Sir Kt Stephen Frame,
RWPGM, Sir Kt Andrew Carey, RWM, and Sir Kt Gordon
Kerray, Grand Treasurer, PGBC England.
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Last month we published a picture of Bro Rev Ian Meredith’s
church in Hampshire, resplendent with its orange and blue
Luther banners. Here’s the man himself re-enacting the
famous protest of 1517 that sparked off the Protestant
Reformation. Nice try, Ian - the monastic robes certainly
look authentic enough. But we’re not so sure about the
wrist watch and the claw hammer!

GERRY ADAMS IS RETIRING
BUT DON’T EXPECT THE HATE CAMPAIGN TO STOP

In 1996, the Adams heartland of the Falls Road acquired an
enormous mural with the heading; ‘Not All Traditions Deserve
Respect’. It featured a hooded and robed Ku Klux Klan horseman
with an Orange sash riding across a green landscape littered
with skulls. It was Adams himself who gave the game away a few
months after Orangemen had been vilified the world over, when
he was recorded gleefully telling a private Sinn Fein conference
that the mayhem at Drumcree and elsewhere had been the result
of “three years of work by Sinn Fein activists. They are the type of
scene changes that we have to focus on and develop and exploit”.

Writing recently in the Belfast Telegraph, Ruth Dudley Edwards
took one of her frequent tilts at Gerry Adams, whose retirement
as president of Sinn Fein was announced late last year. Throughout
his adult life, she wrote, though the rhetoric has changed and
the IRA has decommissioned, Gerry Adams’s malign mission
to demonise and demoralise Ulster Protestants has continued
unchecked. He and other leaders of his sinister cult still spread
hatred and lies to poison young people in every generation.
In a fine Irish Times article describing the IRA’s 1983 murder of
his great-uncle Charlie Armstrong, the day after Adams became
president of Sinn Fein, Newton Emerson recalled Adams’s
reaction. As well as being Ulster Unionist chairman of Armagh
District Council, Mr Armstrong had been in the UDR so, Adams
explained, that made him a ‘perfectly legitimate’ target.
That Mr Armstrong was regarded – in Seamus Mallon’s words – “a
friend to all councillors”, who the night before he was blown up
had requested a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to a Sinn
Fein councillor whose brother had been murdered by the UVF, cut
no ice. But, as Mr Emerson noted, the IRA deliberately targeted
liberal unionists. UUP Assembly Member and law lecturer, Edgar
Graham, was shot dead at Queen’s University three weeks later.
In the same way, of course, it prioritised murdering Catholic
policemen.
As Mick Fealty of the Slugger O’Toole website said in discussing
the Emerson article, liberals on both sides were anathema to the
IRA, which wanted to dissolve the social glue that held neighbours
together. The justification of IRA murders by targeting anyone in
uniform, or indeed anyone providing them with anything from
petrol to pizzas, meant that most of the Protestant population
was fair game.
But as the Provos realised that they had to abandon their failed
military strategy, they set about undermining unionist culture, and
refashioned history to render perpetrators as victims, victims as
perpetrators, and all unionists as bullies and bigots. In the 1990s
the objective of the brilliant republican propaganda campaign
was to paint every member of a loyal institution as a demon
– provoking them to fury by covertly setting up intransigent
IRA-led residents groups to block parades while reciting to TV
cameras pious rhetoric about terrified Catholics and supremacist
Orangemen. Catholic fears of loyalist pogroms were whipped up
and there were arson attacks on Orange Halls and boycotts of
Orangemen’s businesses.

And so they did, and so they do, now misusing the Irish language
and human rights under the guise of equality as a “Trojan horse to
break these b******s”. (ie the DUP). “The DUP Conference seems
like nothing less than a KKK rally, laughing off the denial of basic
human rights” tweeted an obliging Sinn Fein supporter. As Mr
Emerson chillingly confirms, Catholic schoolchildren have been
brainwashed into believing that IRA violence was “regrettable yet
inevitable and almost certainly warranted”.
Having taught his movement that the IRA could more cleverly
attack its neighbours through undermining their sense of culture
and identity, Mr Adams claims to be a man of peace. Gregory
Campbell’s silly “curry my yoghurt” joke was a godsend that has
been recycled again and again, as in Mr Adams’s latest blog, where
he asks if his grandchildren are to live where “their language and
culture are ridiculed, demeaned as second rate … where it is
acceptable for some unionist politicians to make snide and nasty
comments designed to humiliate?”
Adams might be stepping down from the top job but, as Ruth
Dudley Edwards observes, “his hideous mission of hate continues
unabated”.

COUNCIL APPROVES GAY RIGHTS
FLAG - BUT BLOCKS UNION FLAG
The old year ended
with shocking news that
councillors
in
South
Ayrshire have voted to
block a plan to fly the
Union Flag alongside the
Saltire from the County
Buildings in Ayr the entire
month of November to
mark the centenary of the
Great War Armistice. The Conservative group’s proposal
was voted down when Labour councillors supported the
SNP. As a result, only the Saltire will be flown, except for
Remembrance Sunday when the Union Flag will be allowed
a brief showing. This shabby decision comes weeks after
South Ayrshire Council agreed that the Lesbian / Gay /
Bisexual / Transgender / Intersexual rainbow flag would
be flown from the County Buildings in February.
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50 YEARS SERVICE AT HAMILTON
ORANGEMAN
UNVEILS NEW
MEMORIAL

Coal mining attracted many
families to set up home in
the Lanarkshire village of
Allanton. The nearby Kingshill
Collieries provided work for
many members of Willliam
Colquhoun Memorial LOL
152, past and present.
Now the long-serving lodge
secretary, Bro David Armit, himself a former miner, has been
given the honour of unveiling a new memorial to those who lost
their lives over the years in several tragic accidents.

PUMPHERSTON LODGE AT
CENTRE OF THE COMMUNITY

At the December meeting of Hamilton No Surrender LOL 159,
Bro David Barr, Worthy Master, had the honour of presenting a 50
Years Service Jewel to Bro George Wilkie. Also in the picture are
George’s son, Bro George Wilkie Jnr and Bro David Bryce, HDGM.

PAST MASTER PRESENTATION
AT POLLOKSHAWS

At the November meeting of
Lord Blythswood’s True Blues
LOL 256 the Worthy Master,
Bro James Cassie, presented
a Past Master collarette to
Bro Robert Menzies, IPM. Bro
Menzies was warmly thanked
for his four years at the helm
during which he gave, and
continues to give sterling service to the lodge.

BELLSHILL “AULD BOYS”
GIFT £1,000 TO MACMILLAN
The Brethren of Rising Sons of Carson LOL 178, Pumpherston,
believe in placing the lodge at the heart of the local community.
Among many other local initiatives supported, the lodge recently
made donations of £350 to the village war memorial fund and
£500 to Pumpherston Juniors FC. More cash was raised for the
war memorial effort from a December torchlight procession
organised by the lodge. Pictured here are the lodge officers with
Mr Tom Jenkins of the war memorial committee.

PAST MASTERS HONOURED
AT RUTHERGLEN

Macmillan Cancer Care has received a £1,005 donation from a
recent fundraiser organised by “Bellshill Auld Boys” Flute Band in
the Imperial Function Suite. The band members would like to thank
all who helped with the evening and everyone who attended,
especially Diane Kerr, Scott Paton and DJ David Brown. Kamie Kilty,
Macmillan area organiser, is pictured here receiving the cheque
from band secretary Ian Wilson and treasurer Rabbie Crone.

60 YEARS SERVICE
AT DALMARNOCK

Three Past Masters of Rutherglen Thistle Temperance LOL 213
were presented with new Past Master collarettes at the lodge’s
96th Anniversary Dinner on 25th November. The presentations
were made by the current Worthy Master, Bro David Smith.
Pictured (left to right) are Bro Jason Hamilton, IPM, Bro David
Smith, WM, Bro Brian Duffin, PM, and Bro Ian Shearer, PM.
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At the November meeting of Daughters
of Dalmarnock LLOL 66, Sis Jean Houston
was presented with her Long Service
Jewel and other gifts on attaining 60 years
service to the lodge. The presentation was
made by Bro Ian Mather, HDCGM, and the
Grand Mistress, Sis Jean Logan, was also
in attendance to add her congratulations.

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR AT GREENGAIRS

The January meeting of Greengairs Purple Sprigs LOL 275 was a
big occasion for the McNeil family as Worthy Master, Bro Gary
McNeil, was privileged to present his grandfather, Tom, with his
60 Years Service Jewel and his father, Ian, with his 40 Years Service
Medal. Also enjoying the family celebration was the Worthy
Master’s elder brother, Graeme, who is the lodge’s Immediate
Past Master and current Secretary.

COMPANY OF WORTHY MASTERS

The election of officers resulted in the following appointments:
Chairman, Bro H McArthur, HDGM, Dist 15, Vice Chairman, Bro
J Dunbar, Dist 3, Secretary, Bro J Rawlings, Dist 15, Treasurer, Bro
Ian Conn, Dist 38, Chaplains, Bro M Campbell, Dist 49, Bro Rev
Jason Lingiah, Dist 5, Bro Rev Tom Greig, Dist 1, Auditors, Bro
D McLeod, Dist 8, Bro J Lamont, Dist 49, Bro W McArthur, Dist
15. The next meeting will be held on Saturday 24th February at
10.30am in Olympia House.

SHEFFIELD HOSTS
“NOVEMBER 5TH” DINNER

210 YEARS SERVICE AT NEWMAINS
John E Bingham LOL 844, Sheffield, held their annual dinner at
Tapton Hall to commemorate the November 5th landing of the
Prince of Orange at Torbay and the foiling of the gunpowder plot.
Among the invited guests were Bro Tim Lords, Deputy Grand
Master, Grand Orange Lodge of England, and Bro William Clelland,
WM LOL 152.
Long and faithful service was recognised at the annual Christmas
Dinner Dance of Newmains Purple Star LOL 56 and Pride of
Scotland LLOL 126. Long Service Medals were presented to several
valued members, totalling 210 years. Pictured here (back row,
left to right) are Bro James Armit (40 Years), Bro Robert Boslem
(20 Years), Bro John Lawrie (30 Years) and Bro Tom Tyrie, RWDM.
Middle row: Bro Billy Macgregor (40 Years), Bro Thomas Mullen,
WM, Sis Mary Bryce (2nd Degree Diploma), Bro John Conner (20
Years) and Bro David Pollock (40 Years). Front row: Sis Esther Kyle,
WM, and Sis Jean Mullen, IPM (20 Years).

40 YEARS SERVICE AT COATBRIDGE

TRIBUTES
Bro Alexander Laidlaw

Edinburgh’s Warriston Crematorium
was filled to capacity as Orange Sisters
and Brethren gathered to pay their last
respects to Bro Alexander Laidlaw. Bro
James G MacLean, Grand Treasurer,
delivered the eulogy during which he
traced Alex’s life from his birth in Dalkeith
in 1925 through wartime service in the
Royal Navy to his becoming proprietor of the Coburg Bar, an
iconic hostelry in Leith. Alex became a member of the Order
in the early 60’s, joining Tranent True Blues LOL 228, soon
after transferring to Martyrs of the Grassmarket LOL 94 in
Edinburgh. On his retirement he transferred his membership to
Joshua’s Followers LOL 514 in Sandy Row No 5 District, Belfast.
It wasn’t until after his death that his many military decorations
became apparent. Though he had never mentioned them, he
had been awarded the 1939-45 Atlantic Star, Burma Star, Italy
Star, UN Korea Medal, France-Normandy Clasp, Outstanding
Volunteer Service Medal and the Malaya Service Medal. He
had also been one of the 12 navy ratings chosen to witness the
formal surrender of the Emperor of Japan in 1945. Alex Laidlaw
will be sorely missed by his many friends in Scotland and Ulster.

Sis Irene McGibbon

Sis Margaret Urquhart was recently honoured for her dedicated
service to Sir James Craig’s Chosen Few LLOL 73, Coatbridge,
when she was presented with her 40 Year Service Medal, a floral
bouquet and a beautifully iced cake. Pictured on the left of Sis
Urquhart is husband George, and to her right is lifelong family
friend, Frank Taylor. Both Brethren are Past Masters of Tree of
Life LOL 31.

Hogmanay was suddenly less festive at news of the sudden
passing of Sis Irene McGibbon of Daughters of Dalmarnock
LLOL 66. Irene, who was married to Bro Sam McGibbon of LOL
194, joined the lodge in 1986 and went on to serve in several
capacities, including Worthy Mistress from 2016. She was also
adult treasurer to JLOL 25 for several years. She will be sadly
missed by all who knew her and valued her friendship.
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NO POPE HERE?

Who are the Pope’s biggest enemies these days? Protestants?
Muslims? Atheists? The answer might surprise you. According to
religious writer and journalist, Andrew Brown, the Pope’s fiercest
critics are all around him in the Vatican!
In 2013, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, a rank outsider from Argentina,
became the first non-European Pope of modern times. From the
off, his genial personality and humility attracted admiration and
scorn in equal measure. While Roman Catholics generally warmed
to his style, it’s been a different story in the cloistered world of
the Vatican establishment, where he has provoked a ferocious
backlash from conservatives.
With his open disdain for Vatican pomp and his attacks on world
capitalism, Pope Francis was sure to make enemies. But Brown
claims no one foresaw just how much hostility he would provoke.
Just four months ago 62 disaffected Catholics, including a former
head of the Vatican Bank, accused him of heresy over his views on
divorce. Breaking with centuries of church teaching, Francis has
been trying to promote a more relaxed attitude towards couples
who are divorced, remarried or cohabiting.
Officially, Rome forbids such couples from taking communion.
But in practice, in most of the world, priests confronted with how
people are choosing to live their lives routinely ignore official
teaching and offer communion. Pope Francis thinks it’s time for
Rome to have a reality check and end the silly pretence that
priests are holding the line on this aspect of moral teaching.
The problem for Francis is that he’s up against millennia of dogma,
all of it propounded by Popes who were considered infallible
when pronouncing on doctrinal matters. It’s a serious dilemma
for Rome, for if Francis is right then all his predecessors must have
been wrong. Or if Francis is wrong then he can’t be Pope.
A powerful Vatican figure who’s been threatening to formally
denounce Pope Francis as a heretic is the American Cardinal,
Raymond Leo Burke. A man who cuts a figure of fun on ceremonial
occasions by wearing embroidered ceremonial robes so long
and heavy he needs pageboys, Burke is an old school patriarchal
traditionalist with a hankering for the mass in Latin. Burke used to
head up the Vatican’s internal court system until Francis sacked
him, instantly turning him into an implacable enemy.
In his role as a religious journalist, Brown is the confidant of a
large circle of senior figures across many denominations. One of
them, an English RC priest who didn’t want to be named, said of
Pope Francis: “We can’t wait for him to die. It’s unprintable what
we say in private. Whenever two priests meet, they talk about
how awful Bergoglio is.”
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PART-TIME MHAIRI
REVEALS HOW LITTLE
THE SNP CARES

What is it with Mhairi Black? Having ousted former Labour Minister
and MP for 18 years, Douglas Alexander, from the Paisley & South
Renfrewshire constituency at the general election of 2015, she
promptly declared how much she detested life at Westminster
and hated even more the travelling to and from London. It was a
lifestyle she couldn’t wait to ditch, she said.
Then came the snap election of 2017 and, surprise surprise,
unhappy Mhairi found herself unable to give up the loathsome
parliamentary lifestyle and the salary and expenses that go with
it. Mhairi has since rewarded the silly voters who re-elected her
by having one of the poorest attendance and voting records of
any MP. She’s been sick, she tells us.
If she has genuine health issues at such a young age, then she
certainly has our sympathy. It’s more than she’s likely to get from
the ruling cabal of her supposedly progressive and caring party.
In a typically forthright interview with Holyrood magazine, Mhairi
revealed how little support came her way from the SNP while the
rest of the world was fascinating over her election as the youngest
MP of modern times.
Wilting in the media spotlight and tipped as a future party
leader, you might have thought Mhairi would have been closely
mentored by Nicola Sturgeon. But no. “She came down to greet
us” says Black, “but we’ve not had that kind of chat. The only time
that I really sort of had a conversation with her was when she
asked me to do the youth stuff during the Scottish elections.” Help
was forthcoming from fellow MP, Eilidh Whiteford, but “in terms
of the party, though, there wasn’t a lot of support at all.”
There was, however, a rather
creepy lunch with Alex Salmond
in the House of Commons
shortly after her election, when
the veteran nationalist tried
to offer advice on how she
should dress – advice he joked
he’d also once given to a young
Nicola Sturgeon. An indignant
Mhairi, whose preference for
ill fitting suits and open-necked
shirts is the same as Salmond’s,
huffed “I am never going to be
told how to dress – especially
by a man.”

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR
THE NEW SEASON
Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories
Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins

All in stock at the
best prices anywhere!
BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road
Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400
Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk

GET YOUR SUBMARINES
RIGHT OUTTA HERE!

SALMOND FANCES HIS CHANCES
AS HOLYROOD’S COMEBACK KID

...but gonny give us a nice
NATO command centre, please?

Can anyone figure out SNP defence policy these days? The party
that was once committed to ditching NATO after independence
then made a dramatic U-turn when Alex Salmond convinced
them it was a vote loser, is now pleading with NATO to set up its
proposed new North Atlantic Command Centre in Scotland.
The nationalists may have made a strategic withdrawal on leaving
NATO, but they’re still fully committed to scrapping Trident and
stopping NATO nuclear submarines docking at Faslane. So their
eagerness to attract the NATO command centre to Scotland
smacks of fickleness and duplicity. Yes?
Apparently not. According to the SNP’s Martin Docherty-Hughes,
MP for West Dunbartonshire (which includes Faslane), people
who poke fun at the SNP’s bumbling inconsistency over defence
are just Tories using “tired old nonsense to distort the facts”. The
problem is, Martin, the hypocrisy is all too glaringly obvious to
everyone but you.

One of the most disturbing images to come out of the festive
season was the sight of a podgy Alex Salmond bursting out
of a kilt. He filled the screen of his controversial chat show on
RT (Russia Today), during a mutual admiration exchange with
Tasmina Ahmed-Sheikh, another nationalist who was dumped by
voters in last June’s general election .
The tragic sight of Salmond in a kilt was surely enough to give
Nicola Sturgeon indigestion over her Christmas turkey, but she
already has more to worry about. Her former boss makes no
secret of his burning ambition to return to Holyrood where the
embattled former Childcare Minister, Mark McDonald, could
be Salmond’s big opportunity. McDonald, MSP for Aberdeen
Donside, is currently suspended following allegations of sexual
harassment and an investigation may force his resignation and
trigger a by-election.
Salmond might fancy he’s a dead cert to win. But the voters of the
north east might relish humiliating him with another drubbing!

The LEGO orangemAn

BLUE IS THE COLOUR
BUT NIPPY SEES RED

The Home Office has
announced the UK will
be getting blue passports
back when we leave the
EU, prompting a bout of
petulant foot stamping
from Nicola Sturgeon. The
First Minister added blue
passports to her long
list of bogus grievances,
dismissing the move as
“insular, inward looking
nonsense”.
How
to
explain her fit of pique?
Could it be she’s seething
because a brave, new
independent Scotland
would be likely to favour
a blue passport (or Ceadsiubhail as we’d need to
get used to calling it)?

Scarcely had we suggested that Playmobil’s runaway
success with ‘Martin Luther’ plastic figurines might induce
rivals Lego to market a toy Orangeman, than a reader got
in touch with the news that one already exists! For £5.99
you can buy a dapper Lego figure in a dark suit, bowler hat,
rolled umbrella and Union Flag waistcoat - the only thing
missing is an Orange collarette. But don’t go looking for
him in your local toystore. He’s apparently exclusive to the
Leicester Square Lego Store in London.
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Stirling’s youngest boy, was about four years’ old at the time, and
was lying with his head on his mother’s lap when he heard those
striking words. Startled, he looked up at his mothers and asked,
“Will father be a goat then, mother?”

STIRLING’S SALVATION

“This,” says Stirling himself, “was too strong to be resisted. The
earnest, innocent look of the child, the bewilderment of the poor
mother and, above all, the question itself, smote me to the heart’s
core. I spent a sleepless, awfully miserable night, wishing rather
to die than live such a life. I was ashamed to go to church on the
following Sabbath. I stopped at home and read the ‘Six Sermons
on Intemperance’ by Beecher, which had found their way into the
house, but how I never knew. But, so it was, that looking about
the house for some suitable book to read on the Sabbath, I laid
my hands on them, and they seemed as if they were written and
printed and there for me alone. I was now decided. My resolution
was taken, as it had never been before. All the men on the earth
could not tempt me to drink, clear or brown, thick or thin.”
Afterwards, Stirling look around him for help, and soon found it in
the temperance movement, which was ready and willing to assist
men and women onto the pathway of sobriety and happiness.

‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is
deceived thereby is not wise.’ (Proverbs 20:1 KJV)
James Stirling was one of the founding fathers of the temperance
movement in Scotland, a movement that influenced hundreds of
men, including Orangemen, to abstain from intoxicating drinks.
This movement can also be credited with the formation of
‘temperance lodges’ and the adoption of temperance principles
by some of the Orange lodges already in existence. Given the
prevalence of alcohol abuse in modern Scotland and the problems
that this has created for many people, it would be better for
Orange lodges to return to the temperance principles upon which
some were based and upon which a man becomes a true Orange
Brother and not just merely a member.
‘The Qualifications of an Orangeman’ state,
“…his conduct should be guided by wisdom and prudence, and
marked by honesty, temperance and sobriety; the glory of God
and the welfare of man, the honour of his Sovereign, and the
good of his country, should be the motive of his actions.”
The word ‘temperance’ speaks of ‘self-control,’ ‘restraint,’
‘moderation,’ ‘self-discipline.’ These qualities should be present in
the life of every Orangeman, and Orangewoman. For this reason,
it is better for us all, and our beloved Order, to abstain from
drinking alcohol.
James Stirling was a temperance campaigner who himself had
been in the grip of alcoholism. Having suffered as a direct result
of his drinking habits, he began to reflect on the path he was
taking. Returning home one night, having spent the entire day in
the public house, he found his wife reading to his children from
a chapter of the Bible, which she did every night. The portion of
Holy Scripture that she read to them to this occasion was Matthew
chapter 25 in which these words are found:
‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left.’
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In the spring of 1830, a temperance society was formed at
Milngavie, where Stirling lived. The society announced a public
meeting much to the astonishment of some of the locals.
Recalling that event, Rev. Dr. Wallace, from Glasgow, said,
“The Rev. Alexander McNaughton, ever anxious to promote the
temporal and eternal well-being of his fellow men, came manfully
forward and took the chair. In the original list of names, now lying
before us, the third on that list, written in good round ploughman
style, is that of James Stirling. As soon as he had publicly enrolled
his name, one of his sons, then a boy, who was present, ran home
as fast as a pair of the nimblest feet could carry him to tell his
mother, who was lying unwell, the glad news.
“Mother! Mother!” he cried out in haste, as the door flew open
and he rushed to the bedside, “Father has put down his name,
and the minister has put down his, and they’re all putting down
their names!”
“Thank God!” uttered the broken-hearted wife, who had passed
through a long night of weeping, and on whom light was now
breaking at last, “Thank God!”
But she could say no more until she found relief in tears. And such
tears! It was the first time in her married life that tears had started
from the long-sealed fount of joy.
“Thank God!” she said, after a
pause, “If he signed it, he’ll keep
it. Yes, he’ll keep it,” she added,
with still greater emphasis, and
her pale faced was flushed as it
had not been for many years,
with the pride of early love.
“Thank God! He has signed
it, and I’ll sign it too, and you
must all sign it, for, oh, surely
the time, the set time, to favour
us, and mony puir families, has
come at last.”
Having turned from his sinful
ways, Stirling did ‘keep it,’ by
God’s grace through faith in
Jesus Christ.

BAND
REQUIRED

by Maryhill
No 46 District LOL
for

Glasgow Boyne
Anniversary,
7th July 2018
Please contact
District Secretary:
jonnymcdon1958131@
gmail.com

FESTIVE ROUNDUP
SANTA
CHARITY RUN

Pictured here are Bro Derek McCulloch
of Harthill Temperance LOL 217 and his
daughter Jessica, who took part in the annual
Christmas “Santa Run” through Glasgow. Not
only was it great fun, they also raised over
£200 for the Rangers Charity Foundation.

Santa’s elves present £6,500
to the Orange Home Fund

Armadale’s £1200
Festive Cheer

Armadale No 26 District LOL made it a better Christmas for 90
deserving families with a gift of £1200 to the “Dale Hub”, a family
and community development centre based in the town. The
presentation was made to manager, Anne Donoghue, and her
staff by Bro Steven Pratt, District Master, who visited the Hub
along with Bro Ronnie Clark, District Secretary, and Bro Keith
Roberts, District Treasurer. (picture courtesy of Naomi Rollo, JLOL 99)

PRESENTATIONS TO
BROOMLEA ASSISTED
LEARNING SCHOOL

Sir Kt Alex Thomson, Deputy Master of Ancient Sons of William
RBP 118 and District Treasurer of Townhead No 3 District LOL,
presents cheques to Broomlea Assisted Learning School. Looking
on are Sir Kt Ian Girvan, Worshipful Master, and other Sir Knights.
This regular visit took place during the school’s annual Christmas
Nativity and carol service. The cheques presented were £250
from the preceptory and £500 from No 3 District.

Christmas is a time for giving, and three of Santa’s elves from
Coatbridge had a spectacular gift for the Scottish Orange Home
Fund from their latest round of fundraising. Renowned for their
generous support, Christine, Shona and Helen of Sis Gallacher
Memorial LOL 184 presented £6,500 to Sis Helyne MacLean,
Sis Kirsty Gardiner and Bro James Gardiner of the Home Fund
Committee. The presentation was made during a packed social
evening in Coatbridge Orange Halls when a 40th Anniversary Cake
was cut and John Pears entertained the company.

IRVINE LODGE HELPS KIDS
ENJOY A BETTER CHRISTMAS
£1400 was presented
to Irvine “Kids in the
Community” as a result
of a ladies social evening
organised by Scotland’s
Own Volunteers LOL
330. £800 was raised
on the night and, along
with a donation of £600
from the Delta Bar,
was presented to the
Vineburgh Committee. The money was used to buy Christmas
gifts for local underprivileged children. Pictured (back row, left to
right) are Bro David Black, SM, Bro Bryon Murray, Chaplain, Bro
Scott Blair, IPM, and Cllr Louise McPhater. In the front row are (left
to right), Sarah Jane Cairns, Margaret Cairns, Jenny McLaughlin
(Treas) and Sylvia Mallison.

BELFAST JUNIORS DONATE
GIFTS TO NEEDY FAMILIES

GRAND MASTER’S DINNER
Friday 9th March 2018

The Hilton Doubletree Hotel, Glasgow
Speakers: James “Buller” Reid,
Jimmy Stirling and Derek Parlane

Tickets
£50.

In aid of the Grand Master’s Special Projects Fund

Ballymacarrett Junior Orange District held their annual carol
service on 6th December, when each member brought a Christmas
gift for Belfast City Mission to be distributed to needy families.
During the service, Junior LOL 201 also dedicated new lodge
collarettes.
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POPPYGATE

SPAT OVER “UNLICENSED”
CUFFLINKS ENDS AMICABLY

GAELIC SIGNS ARE MISSPELT
NOBODY NOTICES FOR 8 YEARS!

Google “poppy cufflinks” and you’ll
soon discover a wide selection on
Amazon and eBay. Until recently
you could also have bought poppy
cufflinks from the KBshop, knowing
that all the profits would go to Poppy Scotland. It’s
doubtful if the same can be said of other retailers. Yet it
was the Orange Order alone that got it in the neck for selling what
was deemed “unlicensed” poppy merchandise.
In a pitiful “exclusive” in the Sunday Herald on 14th January that
spilled over into the tabloids and social media, Poppy Scotland
were said to have conducted a probe into copyright infringement.
In truth all the probing came from Herald reporter Peter Swindon,
who has form when it comes to ridiculing the Order. Who
could forget his prejudiced take on last year’s Glasgow Boyne
Celebrations? Or his dredging up of a long-resolved Hallowe’en
incident from years ago?
The veterans’ charity, which is well aware that thousands of
pounds are raised every year for the Poppy Appeal by members
of the Order, informed Swindon that it considered our poppy
cufflinks “a well-intentioned gesture of support by the Grand
Orange Lodge of Scotland”.
Bro Robert McLean, Executive Officer, told the Torch: “Grand
Lodge has always supported the armed forces and the veterans
community, selling poppies and other items in order to make an
annual donation to Poppy Scotland. Following cordial discussions
with the charity we shall be stocking some of their official
merchandise and plan to redouble our efforts on behalf of those
who have served our country.”

The SNP administration’s determined efforts to foist bilingual
signs on us descended into farce when it was recently revealed
that several Gaelic place names on the popular Great Glen cycle
route were misspelt – and nobody had noticed for 8 years!
Transport Scotland (or Comhdail Alba as it’s also known) sprang
into action when a single complaint was received in 2015, righting
a terrible injustice to the 1% of the Scottish population who can
actually speak Gaelic. Cash-starved councils might consider these
antics with signage a waste of taxpayers’ money, but doubtless
the Scottish Government (or Riaghaltas na h-Alba) doesn’t give a
hoot (a word that is helpfully the same in both English and Gaelic).

Benhar
Evangelical
Church
Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,

So all’s well that ends well. Will the Sunday Herald now name
and shame those who sell poppy merchandise but don’t send the
profits to Poppy Scotland? We won’t hold our breath.

Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR

KING BILLY

Sundays at 6.30pm

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Just in time for the
Imperial Orange Council
that’s scheduled to
convene in Scotland this
July, Glasgow’s famous
equestrian statue of
King William III is being
given a face lift. In this
close-up, the great man
himself doesn’t seem
too impressed - but we
think he’s looking better
than ever. The plinth was
also recently pressure
cleaned and will be repainted and re-lettered in the spring.
Many of our international guests are expected to attend the
Grand Lodge Annual Divine Service in Glasgow where they
will parade past the restored statue.
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Preacher:
Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin
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