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ON THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE?
TRY ASKING THE ORANGE LADIES!

A distinguished academic has declared that the Orange Institution is in a parlous state and on the brink of 
collapse. Perhaps we ought to put the Boyne Celebrations on hold and start making plans for a decent funeral! 

When an American newspaper mistakenly posted his 
obituary notice, Mark Twain quipped “reports of my death 
are greatly exaggerated”. We’ve lost count of the number 
of times the Order’s obituary has been written, usually by 
critics with a personal agenda and always without reference 
to a single verifiable statistic. It was sad to see Prof Tom 
Devine breaking academic protocol by joining in with this 
uncorroborated tosh, and good that Scotland’s Orange 
ladies were well placed to hit back with an impressive “Open 
Day” that showcased the Order’s passionate commitment 
and confidence.  

The ladies booked Glasgow Royal Concert Hall for an outreach 
event on Saturday 14th April, and were rewarded with a busy 
flow of visitors through the door and a high level of interest 
in all the exhibits. The event was a brilliant success and fitting 
reward for all the planning and hard work of Sis Jean Logan, 
Grand Mistress, and her team. Highlight of the exhibition was 
a performance of the ladies’ impressive “floral service” to an 
appreciative audience.    

The “Open Day” was manifest proof that the Order retains a 
relevance and vibrancy in these secular times. The reasons 
for this should interest a serious academic rather more than 
unverified nonsense that the Order is on the brink of collapse. 
The good professor might like to take advantage of another 
opportunity later this year for a closer look at our enduring 
fraternity. Grand Lodge will host a major public showcase 

event on Saturday 29th September entitled “Unpeeling the 
Orange”. He will be made very welcome.   

“NOTHING MORE THAN HEADLINE GRABBING”
Invited by The Sun to respond to Prof Devine’s comments, 
Bro Robert McLean, Grand Lodge Executive Officer, described 
claims that the Order is in decline as “nothing more than 
headline grabbing by the same few individuals. We continue 
to have lodges all over Scotland, with a number of Orange 
Halls being a focal point for communities. Last year we 
raised and donated an estimated £50,000 to charities and 
are looking forward to hosting an international Orange 
convention in Edinburgh this July. 

“Our marches are always well attended and, importantly, 
younger members are moving into leadership positions to 
ensure the lodge has a bright future. In promoting our own 
faith and beliefs we fully support the rights of others to 
hold different views and to follow their own faiths. It’s just a 
shame that there are some out there opposed to the Orange 
Lodge who want to stop us having the same rights we afford 
to others.”

• “GROW UP”  Prof Tom Devine lashes Catholic victimhood, p11

• LADIES OPEN DAY  Pictures from a brilliant event, p3

The Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland

St ANDREW’S 
DINNER

The Grand Master will host the 
inaugural St Andrew’s Dinner on 

Friday 30th November, in the Double 
Tree Strathclyde Hilton Hotel, featuring 
a lavish four course dinner with 
entertainment on a Scottish theme. 

Highlight of the evening will be the presentation of the Grand 
Master’s Recognition Award to an individual who has given 
outstanding meritorious service to the Loyal Orange Institution.
 

Bookings can now be made via Olympia House at £28 per person.  



THE ORANGE ORDER
We’re a world class fraternity!

 
When a group of visiting Orangemen from East Belfast posed for 
pictures outside The Protestant Hall in Dublin recently, it was a 
reminder that the Orange Order was never fully expunged from 
the southern counties of Ireland in spite of the bitterness and 
hostility that followed the establishment of the Irish Free State 
in 1922. 

The Belfast Brethren had trekked south on a fraternal visitation 
to LOL 1313 in Dublin. Once there were dozens of lodges 
meeting in the city, and the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland was 
headquartered in Rutland Square (now renamed Parnell Square). 
The decline of Orangeism in Dublin and in the south generally has 
everything to do with the Order finding itself on the losing side 
of an armed rebellion. The victors went on to wreak vengeance 
upon all those who didn’t share their vision of an Irish Catholic 
utopia.

The population of the fledgling state included 350,000 Protestants, 
many of them active members of Orange lodges that operated 
across every province. A murderous campaign put Protestants to 
flight, with over 200,000 fleeing north or emigrating to Canada 
in the first few years of violent upheaval. The congregations 
of Protestant churches dwindled, lodges closed and Orange 
Halls were abandoned. But despite such a massive drop in the 
Protestant population and years of antagonism towards those 
who espoused union with Britain, against all the odds “the Order 
survived.”

Membership today may be counted in hundreds where once it 
was thousands, but 45 Orange lodges continue to meet in nine 
counties of the Republic. It pays to live quietly, even in these more 
tolerant and enlightened times, for violence and intimidation 
have never been far beneath the surface. Orange Halls in Co 
Cavan and Co Monaghan were among those recently vandalised 
by Irish Republicans.

 
Rossnowlagh 

Lodge life in the Republic is a round of meetings, visitations and 
social events. Traditional July 12th parades are out of the question 
for most lodges, except for those in the “lost” border counties 
of Cavan, Leitrim and Monaghan, where distinct Protestant 
communities survived the grim de Valera years.

There is, of course, another 
“lost” border county that 
famously hosts the world’s 
most congenial gathering of 
Orange lodges. Rossnowlagh 
in County Donegal is a tiny 
seaside hamlet whose regular 
population balloons every 
summer as holidaymakers 
arrive to enjoy its sandy 
beaches. On one special day 
each year – the last Saturday 
of June – Orangemen from 
all over the Irish Republic 
and also from many parts 
of Northern Ireland rally at Rossnowlagh, parading with bands 
and banners from the top of the village down to the sand dunes 
where they are joined by their families for a picnic on the beach. 

LOL 1313 from Dublin is among the lodges of the Republic that 
gather at Rossnowlagh. It’s a lodge that has been making great 
strides in an effort to expand the Order’s presence in the city. 
Among recent membership enquiries came an unexpected one all 
the way from Switzerland. Marc Patrick von Buonas, an attorney 
with Swiss and Hungarian ancestry, fell in love with Dublin when 
he first visited in 2013 and went on to develop a particular interest 
in the city’s British and Protestant heritage.

Welcoming Bro Marc Patrick

His journey of discovery led inevitably to the door of the 
Orange Order and to the realisation that the Order’s Christian 
and Reformed principles matched his own. His reception into 
membership of LOL 1313 was witnessed by the visitors from 
Ballymacarrett two of whom, Bro Sydney McIldoon and Bro Ron 
McDowell, had the privilege of taking part in the lectures.
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Ladies Open Day

THE FUTURE’S BRIGHT

24 Orange Juniors (8 from each UK Jurisdiction) took part in the 5th Triennial Residential Conference, held 3rd - 5th April at 
Crawfordsburn, County Down. The specially chosen youngsters and their leaders took part in lively seminar sessions, outdoor 
activities, praise and worship. There was also a pre-conference visit to Larne for the Belfast County Easter Tuesday parade, 

where conference attenders were greeted by the Mayor of Mid and East Antrim, Cllr Paul Reid (pictured above). The trip concluded with 
a visit to The Orange Heritage Museum at Loughgall and to Dan Winter’s Cottage for some of Hilda’s delicious apple pie.

The conference theme was DART (Disciplined Achievers Remain Triumphant) and drew on the recent Winter Olympics. The juniors 
were asked: (1) What makes a good athlete? (2) What sets them apart? (3) What makes them winners? The confidence and ability with 
which the young people presented their responses was impressive and gave real hope for the future. One of the conference organisers 
attended the first Residential Conference at Edinburgh 12 years ago as a Junior. He boldly stated then that he would one day like to 
be Grand Master, and he’s since been making great strides towards realising his ambition. Bro Christopher Cunningham was recently 
elected Deputy Junior Grand Master of Ireland!
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Supplier of

All Loyal Order Regalia & Accessories
Marching Band Instruments & Bespoke Uniforms

Industry Best Price……
Andante Reactor Drum
Follow our Facebook Page & Visit our 
Website for Regular Special Offers……

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart
Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com / Tel:  028 3832 4070

ONLY

£440.00

Benhar 
Evangelical 

Church
Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,

Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR

Sundays at 6.30pm
Preacher: 

Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME

THE ROTTEN CORE 
IN THE BIG APPLE 

Wasn’t that nice of the Mayor of New York to rename St Patrick’s 
Day “Gerry Adams Day”? And didn’t Gerry look well chuffed 
to be lionised for his outstanding contribution to peace and 
understanding in Ireland?

For Mayor Bill de Blasio, it was just another crass move in a political 
career defined by its crassness. It couldn’t even be excused as 
an excitement-of-the-moment gaffe. The gesture was deliberate 
and calculating, the “Proclamation” already printed and framed. 
Coming from a city that mourns its own victims of atrocity with 
an elegant 9/11 Memorial and Museum, it was a brutal slap in the 
face to all those butchered and terrorised by the Provisional IRA.

But Gerry Adams shouldn’t flatter himself. Di Blasio probably 
knows little and cares even less about his heroic exploits on behalf 
of the downtrodden. His main motivation was a cynical appeal 
to “Irish-American” voters whose dollars helped sustain the 
terror campaign that cost hundreds of innocent lives in Ireland 
and beyond, including (Mr Mayor please note) a number of US 
citizens.

Clutching his mayoral award proudly, Adams advanced to the 
microphone to utter the usual specious Irish Republican blarney: 
“We need rights; we need equality” he complained, as if either 
is in short supply in Northern Ireland. Then the great statesman 
revealed without a blush: “I would often reflect to myself: if you 
can all live here in relative harmony … surely in our small island we 
can create the conditions where our people can live in harmony 
and prosperity and peace and equality together.”

Sure and begorrah, Gerry, such fine sentiments. And aren’t you 
the main obstacle at all at all?

DRUMMING UP 
A TOP AWARD

Banbridge Bible & Crown Defenders LOL 423, a lodge familiar 
to every Torch reader, has just won The Grand Master’s Award 
of the Irish Institution. Renowned for their “Drumming for 
Heroes” efforts on behalf of Help for Heroes in conjunction with 
Sons of Conquerors LOL 162, Glasgow, they have taken their 
Lambeg Drum the length and breadth of the country and to the 
summits of the UK’s highest mountains. The Brethren featured in 
the October Torch for raising over £38,000 for Northern Ireland 
Children’s Hospice from their most recent fundraising exploits.

Someone else who will be no stranger to many of our readers is 
Bro Roy Kells, MBE, who was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. A former Fermanagh County Grand Master, Bro Kells is 
chairman of SD Kells, one of Northern Ireland’s foremost retail 
businesses. While a Lieutenant Colonel with the UDR, he narrowly 
escaped death when a gunman fired at him through one of his 
shop windows.
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ORANGE HALL RENAMED IN HONOUR 
OF A HERO OF THE ARCTIC CONVOYS
Rutherglen Orange 
Halls has had its main 
hall renamed in honour 
of the late Bro Stewart 
Aitken, a decorated 
hero of the wartime 
arctic convoys who also 
had an outstanding 
record of service to 
the Loyal Orange 
Institution. A member 
of King William’s Own 
LOL 255, he served as 
Worthy Master from 
1954-56 and also as 
District Secretary from 
1954-58. In 1958 he was elected District Master, a role he would 
fulfil with distinction for 7 years before he went on to serve 
18 years as District Treasurer. It was during his term as District 
Master that the dream of constructing Rutherglen Orange Halls 
was finally realised.

For his wartime service in the merchant navy, Bro Aitken was 
awarded nine medals, which he was always proud to wear on his 
lodge collarette. As well as experiencing the extreme hardships of 
the Arctic convoys bound for Murmansk, Bro Aitken was in other 
theatres of war, including the 
North Atlantic convoys out 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 
St Johns, Newfoundland. 
He also took part in the 
seaborne invasions of 
North Africa and Sicily and 
considered himself blessed 
that, despite many U boat 
and dive bomber attacks, he 
had never had to abandon 
ship and swim for it. 
The hall was rededicated to 
the memory of Bro Stewart 
Aitken on Saturday 17th 
March, with members of 
his family present. Both 
his sons, Stewart Jnr and 
Douglas, are also Past 
Masters of LOL 255.

HISTORIC PAINTING 
RESTORED

The life and times of a former Grand Master of the Grand 
Orange Lodge of England have been preserved for posterity with 
the restoration of an oil painting of Bro William John Austin. 
The painting had been in the possession of the Austin family, 
unremarked upon until a Great Grandson, John Austin Locke, 
decided to investigate further.

What he discovered about his Great Grandfather astonished 
him. Born on 5th November 1850 in Gilford, County Down, he 
was apprenticed in the linen and cotton trade in Belfast before 
establishing his own business in Manchester. He had joined the 
Orange Institution while still in Belfast, becoming Master of 
Excelsior LOL 1893 at the age of 20. 

His worth was quickly recognised in Orange circles in Manchester, 
becoming a District Master in 1887 then Provincial Grand Master 
in 1888. One year later he was appointed Deputy Grand Master, 
going on to serve as Grand Master in 1891. Bro Austin was also 
active in Manchester politics, serving as chairman of Stretford 
Conservative Association and Vice-President of South East 
Lancashire Conservative Association.  

John Locke with the portrait of his Great Grandfather

The search for information soon brought John to the door of Bro 
Reginald Chadwick of the Manchester lodge, Earl of Roden LOL 
184, whose members offered to pay for the painting’s restoration. 
This convinced John to pass his Great Grandfather’s portrait 
into the keeping of the lodge, which was duly done at a special 
memorial service on 11th February within Alkrington United 
Reformed Church, where LOL 184 holds its lodge meetings. 
The service was led by Bro Tom Greig, Grand Chaplain, and was 
attended by several leading members of the Orange Institution.

Bro Stewart Aitken

Bro William Small, District Master, 
with Bro Stewart Aitken Jnr and Bro Douglas Aitken

 
Masters and Mistresses 
of the Rutherglen lodges
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CHILDREN ENJOY A 
MORE JOYFUL EASTER

Rachel House Children’s Hospice, 
Kinross, received a bumper package 
of Easter joy, thanks to JLOL 144 
in Edinburgh. One of the young 
members, Lily McCallum, is pictured 
here with Sis Helyne MacLean, 
delivering 125 Easter Eggs plus various 
soft toys and a £200 cash donation.

Meanwhile the Brethren of Havlin’s Royal Brigade LOL 265, 
Dunfermline, donated a small mountain of Easter Eggs to raise 
the spirits of children in the ‘Sick Kids’ Hospital, Edinburgh.

STIRLING ORANGE HALL GIFTS £2,300 
TO STRATHCARRON HOSPICE

The generosity to local good causes by Stirling Orange Hall 
continues with a gift of £2,300 to Strathcarron Hospice. Bro Willie 
Rattray, hall chairman, is pictured presenting the cheque to Mr 
Jim Ferguson of the hospice. The donation was made possible by 
a recent prize draw and a few other small events. Sincere thanks 
are expressed to all who contributed in any way.

 LODGE SPONSORS LADIES TEAM
The growing interest in ladies football has seen the formation of 
a new girls team by Blairgowrie & Rattray Community Football 
Club. With games due to commence last month the girls were still 
without a team strip and little time to fundraise. The Brethren 
of Donald Cargill Memorial LOL 1681 came to their aid with a 
donation of £300, help that was much appreciated by the club 
chairman.

60 YEARS SERVICE AT CUMNOCK

The 60 years service of Sis Sharp, Worthy Mistress of New Cumnock 
Daughters of Ruth LLOL 206, was celebrated with a special social 
evening in the Afton Lily Orange Hall, attended by a large company 
of members and friends. Sis Gibson, IPM, presented the 60 Year 
Service Medal, and Bro I McLatchie and J Smetherhem gifted a 
beautifully iced cake. There were also flowers and gifts from many 
other lodges and individuals in a happy evening enjoyed by all.

BATHGATE TRIBUTE 
TO THE FIRST MARTYR

Patrick Hamilton Memorial LOL 224, Bathgate, is proud to honour 
the name of the first Scottish martyr to be burned at the stake for 
speaking out in support of Martin Luther’s reforms. A group of 
Brethren visited St Andrews recently and stood near the very spot 
where Patrick Hamilton was executed in 1528, beneath the bell 
tower of St Salvator’s chapel.

 50 YEARS SERVICE AT PARKHEAD

Bro Tom Roy of Thistle LOL 72 is pictured (left) being presented 
with his 50 Years Service Medal by Bro Frank Hardie, Worthy 
Master.
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ARMADALE RESCUE TWO BEAR CUBS

In what must rank as one of our most unusual lodge news stories, 
Armadale No 26 District LOL has stepped in with a donation of 
£1200 to the Five Sisters Zoo, West Calder, to assist in the rescue of 
two brown bear cubs. The cubs duly arrived at the zoo last month 
and are settling in well. Mr Brian Curran, zoo director, is pictured 
(left) with Bro Keith Roberts, District Treasurer, Bro Ronnie Calder, 
District Secretary, and Bro Steven Pratt, District Master. 

LONG SERVICE AT COATBRIDGE

The Sisters of Sir James Craig Chosen Few LLOL 73, Coatbridge had 
the recent pleasure of saying “thank you” to two highly esteemed 
members who have given long and faithful service to the lodge. 
Presentations were made and a tasty buffet enjoyed by members 
and visitors. Pictured (left to right) are Sis Pamela Cochrane, Depute 
Mistress, Sis Alison Blue (40 Years Service), Sis Mary Cooper (50 
Years Service) and Sis Linda Paton, Worthy Mistress.

BEATRICE CELEBRATES 90th BIRTHDAY
True and loyal Sisterhood is a precious gift,

It cannot be bought or sold,
But will be readily shared with love and humility

With a value far greater than gold.

Obliged to celebrate her 90th 
birthday during a period of 
bed rest, Sis Beatrice Ritchie 
is looking forward to being 
well enough again to rejoin 
her friends in Sisters of 
Truth LLOL 241. Sis Ritchie 
has over 74 years service 
to the Orange Institution, 
during which her friendship, 
guidance and willing support 
for others made her an icon within Cowcaddens No 11 District. On 
the day of her birthday, Beatrice enjoyed a good long blether with 
Sis Glover (LLOL 109) and Sis Galloway (LLOL 119). Better health 
and many more years are wished to Sis Ritchie, one of God’s true 
and faithful servants.

TRIBUTES
Sis Charlotte Duncan

Sis Charlotte Duncan of John Knox Memorial LLOL 144 was on 
the staff at Olympia House, and had just participated in the 
staff distribution of Christmas presents to residents of Arcadia 
Gardens Care Home on 21st December, when she was rushed to 
hospital with severe head pains. Despite the best efforts of staff 
at the ICU, Glasgow Royal Infirmary, the cause of Charlotte’s 
illness could not be determined and she passed away on 2nd 
February. In her memory, Charlotte’s family have donated 
£600 to the Intensive Care Unit, raised by members of LLOL 
144, LOL 7 and District 29. Pictured making the presentation 
are Charlotte’s husband, Alex, her sister Janice and grandson 
Duncan. Charlotte was the Immediate Past Mistress of LLOL 
144 and had over 40 years service to the Orange Institution.

…………

Bro John Ballantyne
The Brethren of James Gillespie Memorial LOL 47, Patna, 
regret to intimate the passing of Bro John Ballantyne at the age 
of 84 years. A member for over 40 years, Bro Ballantyne was 
fit and able to carry out his duties as Lodge Chief Marshal until 
the age of 74. Sadly his passing was preceded by a long illness.

…………
  

Bro David McGregor

It is with great sadness that the Brethren of Kilsyth True Blues 
LOL 74 record the passing of Bro David McGregor. During 
30 years of unbroken service, Bro McGregor served in many 
capacities but his time as Treasurer was the one he loved best. 
He will be sorely missed by all in our lodge and District 54.

           7



THE REFORMED CHURCH TODAY by Rev Dr S. James Millar

Dr Millar of the Scottish Reformation Society was guest speaker 
at the launch of the latest book by Bro David Bryce, HDGM. And 
since David’s book, The Irredeemable Papacy, has some cutting 
things to say about the venality and corruption of the Popes, 
Dr Millar turned his attention to the state of today’s Reformed 
Church, blaming shameful disloyalty by church leaders and 
general ignorance by Protestants for its current parlous 
condition. Here’s what he had to say …   

It’s just six months since we commemorated Martin Luther’s 
great act of Reformation, yet today it is no more than a memory. 
Why should that be? Has the importance of the Reformation 
lost its value to today’s Protestant Reformed Churches? When 
even the Moderator of the Kirk considers it acceptable to stand 
with the head of the Church of Rome does this mean that our 
national Church is also Antichrist? It was evidently considered 
more important to have a show of solidarity between the Church 
of Scotland and the Church of Rome, rather than attend the 
celebrations at Wittenberg for Luther’s courageous stand. 

 Is the Kirk now unable or unwilling to defend her own Confession 
of Faith with which she was and is entrusted by the Reformation 
and Act of Parliament? It would certainly seem so. Was the 
moderator’s visit an act of apology? As is so often the case, 
actions can speak louder than words. Where do we now stand as 
Presbyterians? I fear we now stand condemned with the Church 
of the Antichrist.

Sadly this is nothing new. We read in the very pages of Scripture  
about the disloyalty of the Children of Israel - how often they 
turned away from God, and went after the false gods of other 
nations, religions, idols, and customs; how they married into false 
religions and set about building altars to them, forgetting (or 
ignoring) the commandment that God gave to Moses to worship 
only Him. Only when things got very bad did they listen to the 
men of God who were calling them to repent and turn again to 
the only True and Wise God. 

The Covenants God had made with Abraham and Moses were 
forgotten when the Children of Israel thought the grass was 
greener on the other side. They left the security of the Covenant 
and followed their own dreams. This, however, only led to the 
devastation of their freedom as the people of God. Egyptians, 
Syrians, Babylonians and other nations now directed their paths 
and demanded full obedience to their laws, not God’s Law. 

OUR OWN IGNORANCE
When we turn from the Word of God and follow the idols of 
governments and laws which we know from Scripture are set 
against God and His people, we are under the yoke of our own 
ignorance. God said to Moses “ I have heard their cry by reason 

of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows” (Exodus 3:7). Our 
slavery and taskmasters are of our own choosing, for Christ has 
shed His blood for our redemption. We must now accept or reject 
the call of Christ to come and follow Him.

When the Children of Israel turned away from God, all sorts of 
trouble quickly followed: captivity, famine, wars. And all because 
they forgot the God who said to them “And ye shall be my 
people and I will be your God” (Jeremiah 30:22). God permitted 
the Children of Israel to wander on occasions, so as to remind 
them of the unique and unequalled position into which He had 
called them. The Reformation brought us back to that position, 
for all who are called of God are held by Him in that unique and 
unequalled position.  

In Psalm 137 we read, “How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land?” They were in Babylon, a strange land, a strange 
river, all because of disobedience, not the Holy Promised Land, 
nor the River of Jordan. Are we strangers in a strange land, with no 
hope of singing that new Psalm by the crystal river, nor standing 
on the shores of the New Promised Land, in the Kingdom of God?

Today we must open our eyes and see the damage that is killing 
our Reformed Faith. It’s not just false religions that are warring 
against us, but Protestant ignorance that we have allowed to 
creep in over the past century. There’s nothing wrong with 
making friends of other faiths and none, but we must beware 
of accepting their views as of equal value to the Reformed Faith. 
We neglect that which is laid down in Scripture and break God’s 
Law if we accept other religions as equal. “Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). 

BEGUILED
As it was in the garden of Eden, we are beguiled. The colour and 
lustre of the fruit looks good, just as we believe that false religion 
looks good. But in reality it is a cloak of the colour and lustre of 
evil. We have lost our fear of God in today’s world. We no longer 
believe in heaven and hell or, hedging our bets, we say a God of 
Love could never condemn anyone to eternal damnation. It’s a 
very dangerous stand to take. As Scripture tells us in Proverbs 9:10 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. By their acts of 
disobedience, Adam and Eve attained wisdom and knowledge, 
then hid from God because they were afraid. 

The fear of the Lord throughout the Old Testament is that which 
identified God’s people from others. So too we ought to be 
defined by our Covenant, our Confession of Faith, our promise 
to uphold the Word of God, and His Son Jesus Christ as the only 
head of His Church. From the Old Testament we learn the fear of 
God’s wrath, but this fear is not confined to it alone, for in the 
New Testament, in Matthew’s Gospel 10:28, we read “And fear 
not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell”. Isn’t this a clear warning about Antichrist?

They who fear the Lord seek to do His will. If we allow our 
Reformation heritage to slip into the unholy comfort zone of ‘all 
is well why disturb it?’ we have already lost the battle. The God 
of the Scriptures is Holy, and because of His holiness His wrath 
rests upon sin. Confusion is the weapon of war that Satan uses, 
just as he did in the garden. The reason we have thrown off our 
dependence on God lies in the fact that we have allowed ourselves 
to become confused by the standards of modernity that pervade 
our churches today.

So we lose the habit and practice of discipline both in our private 
and spiritual lives. Discipline is the foundation of discipleship, 
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not a side product of it, just as the cross is the foundation of our 
salvation. The Old and New Testament Churches had to learn 
the hard task of discipline, and we too have to learn to trust and 
obey implicitly the Word of God. We cannot change God’s Word 
just because it doesn’t suit the times in which we live. In the 
Magnificat of Mary, we read “And his mercy is on them that fear 
him from generation to generation” (Luke 1:50). There is no end 
to God’s mercy, it endures for ever, and we must learn once more 
to endure in obedience. 

To recover this obedience we have to return to our first love, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father. Christ 
alone is the only mediator between God and man. There is no 
other, and all who declare themselves to be so are Antichrist, 
no matter what we may think of them, or how good they might 
appear to be.

CONTRITE HEARTS
Like the Children of Israel, we must return to the Lord our 
God with contrite hearts and beg His forgiveness, for without 
forgiveness we are no better than the Antichrists of this world. To 
establish once more the Reformed Protestant Religion within our 
land and churches, we must first put off the mistaken assumption 
that Rome and her practices are just another way of coming to 
worship God. What about Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and African 
religions? Are they just other ways too? To destroy Antichrist, we 
must first build up the Church of Jesus Christ. 

The Reformation taught us there is only one true way to God the 
Father, and that is through the Lord Jesus Christ: “I am the way, 
the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me” 
(John 14:6). The Children of Israel had to learn this lesson the hard 
way, so did the disciples, and so must we. Without Christ there 
is no salvation, for the gates of Hell are open wide for all who 
deny the Sonship of Christ as Redeemer. Therefore, if we have 
not accepted and acknowledged Christ as our personal Saviour, 
we are still fodder for hell. Membership of a Church or of any 
religious organisation cannot guarantee our Salvation. Without 
Christ’s shed blood there is no Salvation for the individual, for it is 
not collective but individual.

Reformation should always be reforming and never stagnant. If it 
stagnates it has lost its power, and we need to reform once more 
both Church and Nation. The Reforming Church should be like 
an army with banners. Church membership is not a passport to 
Christ’s Kingdom, though many think it is, it is merely a symbol 
of the religion we were born into. Only when we accept Christ as 
our personal Saviour and are washed in his blood do we become 
members of the universal Church of Christ. Without the shed 
blood of Christ posted on our hearts, just like the blood of lambs 
posted on the doors of the Israelites, we are but fodder for the 
fires of Hell. 

Joshua said to the Children of Israel “Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve …but as for me and my house we will serve the Lord”. 
(Joshua 24:15). We need to shout that aloud to today’s dying 
secular world.

When we consider the low state of the Church today, we ought to 
look at Church history down through the centuries, for it shows 
the highs and lows in the work of the Gospel and gives us a sense 
of proportion. We should also take encouragement from the 
labours of those who have gone before – people like Jan Huss, 
Wycliffe and Martin Luther, each of them overcoming formidable 
odds; or William Tyndale, the first man to translate the New 
Testament into English, and our own John Knox. What is needed 
today is a return to a more robust Biblical heritage that points 
through the confusing babble of religious ideologies to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His all-sufficient work at Calvary.

Contact: Bro Clark Fulston

Boyne Anniversary 
Parades in 2018

COWDENBEATH
County Grand Lodge of the East

SATURDAY 30th JUNE
Beith High School Playing Fields

Public Meeting 12 Noon     Parade 1.15pm

JOHNSTONE
County Grand Lodge of Ayrshire, 

Renfrewshire & Argyll

SATURDAY 30th JUNE
Thomas Shanks Park, Johnstone

Parade 11.30am     Public Meeting 1pm

SHOTTS 
County Grand Lodge of Central Scotland

SATURDAY 7th July
Brandy Park, Shotts

Public Meeting 11.30am    Parade 12.45pm

GLASGOW
County Grand Lodge of Glasgow

SATURDAY 7th July
Bellahouston Park, Glasgow

Parade 10.30am    Public Meeting 1.30pm
Dispersal 3pm
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NONE BUT CHRIST CAN SATISFY

THE SALVATION OF AN 
ORANGE SISTER

‘ … I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly’ (John 10:10)

The Ladies Orange Association of Scotland was formed in its current 
form 109 years ago. Dorothy Wilson and her daughter Harriet 
travelled to England to become Orangewomen. On their return to 
Scotland, they formed Scotland’s First Ladies Loyal Orange Lodge 
No. 1 on the 17th November 1909. The movement increased as 
Protestant women joined the ranks of the Association’s newly 
opened lodges. 

At the outbreak of the First World War, there were 34 Ladies Loyal 
Orange Lodges. During the Great War, Orange Sisters took up 
the heavy work that Orange Brothers did before leaving for the 
battlefields of France and Belgium. In the 1930s and 1940s, the 
Orangewomen of Scotland raised large sums of money for charity, 
including the purchasing of beds in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
Royal Infirmaries. During the Second World War they provided 
Christmas Boxes for soldiers and raised money for the British Red 
Cross Prisoners of War Fund and the Air Raid Fund. The charitable 
work of Scotland’s Orangewomen continues to the present day. 

However, the most important feature of the Ladies Orange 
Association of Scotland is the Christian foundation upon which 
it was built. Belonging to a LODGE had been a good experience 
for many women but belonging to the LORD is what counts most. 
Receiving the COLLARETTE of a Ladies Orange Lodge was a special 
occasion for many women but receiving CHRIST by faith as Lord 
and Saviour will change the present direction of your life and the 

eternal destination of your soul. The following testimony to the 
life-changing, soul-saving power of Jesus Christ is given in an old 
Gospel tract entitled, ‘No Surrender.’ It tells the story of how an 
Orangewoman met the Saviour.

On the 6th July 1963 the Orangemen and women in Scotland 
celebrated the 273rd Anniversary of the “Battle of the Boyne.” 
The Annual Demonstration of the Orange Order is a stirring 
occasion and the fervour, zeal and enthusiasm which these 
folks show at such a time is quite an experience. By personal 
choice it was my lot to be a member of the LLOL for some 
years and I know full well the absolute thrill of the “Glorious 
Twelfth.” I know the inward stir which only the music of various 
bands can produce; I know what it feels like to be ORANGE and 
staunch TRUE BLUE on that day and many times I had a strong 
surge of pride when I donned the renowned, symbolic sash of 
the Orange Order. Oftentimes I sang lustily the songs of NO 
SURRENDER! My all was in Orangeism and what it stood for. I 
had the privilege of being a lecturer in the particular lodge with 
which I was associated; this was quite an honour for me at that 
time and I was indeed proud to be linked with the Defenders 
of the Faith.

Honoured, privileged, proud, important; was I happy? Yes! Was 
I satisfied? No! There is a difference; happiness at times can be 
a thing only on the surface, not deep-seated or lasting. In my 
life of seeming happiness I longed for satisfaction, for inward 
peace, until one day I listened to the old, old story of Jesus 
and His dying love for me. It was nothing dramatic, just plain, 
simple, and solemn; a sinner in need of salvation, a sinner on 
the very brink of Hell, but praise God, a sinner who trusted the 
Saviour! Now through personal contact and experience I can 
say with the hymn-writer, 

“None but Christ can satisfy”
Dear member of the Orange Order, are you devoting your 
talents to something that is only for time? That Bible which you 
proudly display at “the Walk” very clearly states that the ONLY 
way to be saved and bound for Heaven is to ‘…Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ…’ (Acts 16:31). There IS a Heaven, but also, 
just as surely, there IS a Hell! Two places, one destiny, a destiny 
which you must decide for yourself. Will you put your trust in 
Christ and be SAVED? Or will you mock, put off, or spurn His 
offer of love and be LOST forever? 

O Christ, in Thee my soul hath found, 
And found in Thee alone, 

The peace, the joy I sought so long, 
The bliss till now unknown.

I sighed for rest and happiness, 
I yearned for them, not Thee; 

But, while I passed my Saviour by, 
His love laid hold on me.

I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, 
But, ah, the waters failed; 

Even as I stooped to drink they fled, 
And mocked me as I wailed.

The pleasures lost I sadly mourned, 
But never wept for Thee, 

Till grace the sightless eyes received, 
Thy loveliness to see.

Now none but Christ can satisfy, 
None other name for me! 

There’s love, and life, and lasting joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee.
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GROW UP!
ACADEMIC TELLS SCOTS CATHOLICS: 
“STOP BEHAVING LIKE VICTIMS”

A new report suggesting Roman Catholics in Scotland are 
the brunt of sectarian abuse and discrimination has been 
contradicted by one of Scotland’s leading Catholic academics, 
Prof Tom Devine. Speaking at an event during Coatbridge St 
Patrick’s Day, he questioned the claim that there is still significant 
anti-Catholicism in the labour market. “The community has 
cracked the glass ceiling” said Prof Devine. “In 2015 there were 
six vice-chancellors born Catholic, two holders of the chair 
of Scottish history have been Catholic and the last two Lord 
Advocates before the present one.”

Meanwhile a Scottish Government report has claimed that 57% 
of religiously aggravated offences are directed against Roman 
Catholics. This prompted Elaine Smith, MSP, to demand that anti-
Catholicism be given the same prominence as Islamophobia and 
anti-semitism. Prof Devine doubted the reliability of hate crime 
figures: “Analysis suggests the perpetrator doesn’t know if their 
target is Catholic or non-Catholic” he said. “The overwhelming 
cases are against police or fire services, and it is overwhelmingly 
in the west of Scotland on a Friday or Saturday night by young 
men drunk or intoxicated by drugs.”

Undeterred, Peter Kearney of the Scottish Catholic Media Office 
has demanded “a retrospective apology” from the Scottish 
Government for the actions of the Reformation Parliament of 
1560 which proscribed Roman Catholic doctrine and worship. This 
would, he suggested, help to “repair and renew bonds between 
communities harmed by historical wrongdoing.”

The notion that abuse and discrimination is endemic in Scotland 
is a “false narrative”, said Prof Devine. While accepting there are 
still “remnants” to be found in certain parts of Scotland, “My 
essential point was we should stop behaving like victims and 
accept the reality of the transformation of our people within 
Scottish society.”

CAKE PRANK GOES VIRAL
For his 50th birthday the family 
of Bro Herbie Mailey, formerly 
of County Antrim but now living 
in Australia, treated him to a 
cake iced with a Union Flag and 
red hands. A video posted on 
Facebook of Herbie cutting into 
his cake quickly went viral, with 
over a million views of Herbie’s 
reaction on discovering the 
cake was elegantly layered in 
green, white and gold!

MASS AT HOLYROOD

In what has been described as “a historic moment for Catholics in 
Scotland”, Leo Cushley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of St Andrews 
& Edinburgh, conducted a Mass last month in a committee room 
of the Scottish Parliament. Attended by around 20 MSPs, including 
Deputy First Minister John Swinney and Environment Minister 
Roseanna Cunningham, it’s the first time the controversial ritual 
has been held at Holyrood since the devolved parliament was 
established 19 years ago. The Church of Rome used to consider 
a Mass was only “authentic” if a properly consecrated stone altar 
was used in which was embedded a “saintly” relic. Perhaps, since 
Holyrood means “Holy Cross”, Archbishop Cushley had a wee 
sliver of the actual cross of Calvary in his pocket.

NO ONE COULD ACCUSE 
STURGEON OF A POWER GRAB!

In the war of words over which 
EU powers should be devolved 
straight to Holyrood and 
which should be retained by 
Westminster, it emerges that 
the Scottish Government hasn’t 
managed to get its act together 
over welfare benefits. Sturgeon’s 

administration, which has been making bitter accusations of a 
“power grab” by Westminster of EU powers, has had to plead 
with Westminster not to relinquish control of Scottish welfare 
benefits until 2021.

The embarrassing inability to handle the devolved responsibilities 
they already have makes a mockery of SNP demands for more 
powers – and this, remember, from the same team that assured 
us back in 2014 that setting up all the trappings of an independent 
Scotland would only take 18 months! As usual, the Scottish 
Government is in denial, and insists that ministers are “on track” 
to deliver the new powers.

The Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland

ARMISTICE 
CENTENARY

SUPPER
Friday 2nd November at 7pm

Govan Orange Halls, Glasgow

Guest Speakers
Mr Tom Purdie 

Bro Major Robert Stewart, MBE
Tickets £10 from Olympia House
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FISHING FOR SOMETHING 
BETTER OUT OF BREXIT

Try as they might to put a gloss on the EU keeping control of 
UK fishing grounds during the Brexit transition period, the 
Westminster Government failed to placate the fishing industry. 
Angry trawlermen could see that their livelihoods had been traded 
off against other priorities in the transition negotiations and were 
in no mood to believe government assurances that things will be 
different when the final divorce settlement is agreed.

The government argued that existing fishing quotas will be 
protected during a transition period that will last less than 
two years. Perhaps another reason for the breathing space 
on territorial waters was to allow the commissioning of more 
coastal patrol vessels now being built on the Clyde. But none of 
this placated the trawlermen, nor the influx of new Scottish Tory 
MPs anxiously aware that many of their votes came from fishing 
communities fearful for the future.

In all the furore, the First Prize for opportunism and galloping 
hypocrisy went to the Scottish Government and the SNP. Venting 
their wrath at a “sell out” of the Scottish fishing industry, Scottish 
ministers and MSPs strutted the public stage spluttering their 
outrage. And these are the very people who want Scotland to 
remain bound to the EU and its throttling grip on our fishing 
grounds!

GOVAN’S HISTORIC
LARNE CONNECTION

  
Today’s lodge banner

While researching the 200 year history of Ballyboley LOL 458, 
Larne, Bro Graham Sharp uncovered a historic Orange link with 
Orangeism in the Govan area of Glasgow. The clue has long lain 
hidden in plain sight in Govan District’s full name – Edward Douglas 
No 42 District. The man who is immortalised in the District’s title 
was initiated into Ballyboley LOL 458 on 19th May 1874.

Bro Douglas settled in Glasgow, where be became a successful 
businessman and transferred his membership into Kinning Park 
True Blues LOL 127. His passionate commitment to Orangeism 
benefitted lodges in the Govan area and beyond, something that 
was duly recognised with his enrolment as an Honorary Depute 
Grand Master. He never forgot his mother lodge in Larne and, 
when a new banner was being purchased in 1926, he donated 
£30 – a sizeable sum in those days that almost met the entire 
cost of the banner! Small wonder that Mrs Douglas was given the 
honour of unfurling it.

The Brethren of Kinning 
Park True Blues walked with 
Ballyboley at ‘the 12th’ in 
Larne in 1928. The following 
year Ballyboley returned the 
compliment, taking part in 
the Glasgow Demonstration 
accompanied by Ballyboley 
Pipe Band. The memory of Bro 
Edward Douglas is preserved 
in Ballyboley Orange Hall on a 
fine stone tablet and, of course, 
in the proud title of Edward 
Douglas No 42 District, Govan.

A LESSON IN GAELIC 
FOR THE SNP 

This is Dingle, a pretty tourist mecca in Co Kerry where Irish 
Gaelic is the preferred lingua franca. Or is it? Outraged visitors 
from Cork recently questioned the town’s Gaeltacht status when 
they discovered that few if any of the townspeople choose to 
use the language. The town‘s business and street names are 
in Gaelic, yet the visitors struggled to find any locals willing to 
speak even basic Irish.

The news will be a blow to the Scottish Government’s determined 
efforts to foist Gaelic on the 99% of the Scottish population who 
have never spoken it. If Irish Gaelic is ailing in its natural heartland, 
what chance does its Scottish cousin have of thriving off the 

back of pointless political 
gestures like “poilias” cars 
and railway station signs? 

Meanwhile, over in Dingle 
there’s talk of confronting 
the “crisis” with public 
meetings and focus groups 
– no doubt all of them in 
English!

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR 
THE NEW SEASON

Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories

Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins
All in stock at the 

best prices anywhere!

BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road

Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400

Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk
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