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SECTARIANISM
BACK ON THE AGENDA – AND LOOK WHO’S IN CHARGE!

James Dornan (left) provokes outrage in 2014 by posing 
in front of a proscribed Irish Republican flag

Brace yourselves for another dose of public navel gazing over 
“Scotland’s secret shame”, aka sectarianism. That perennial 
favourite of Scottish politicians looking for something emotive to 
divert attention away from their incompetence is back – despite 
the downward trend of sectarian offences in recent years. Yes 
that’s right, arrests for sectarian offences are in decline. But don’t 
take our word for it, the statistics can be found in the latest annual 
analysis of religiously aggravated offences published by none 
other than the Scottish Government.

Of particular note are sectarian offences relating to parades (ALL 
parades, not just those of the Orange Order). These have been low 
for the last five years. Last year parade offences accounted for just 
2% of arrests. Despite this, a new Cross Party Group on Combating 
Sectarianism has been set up by the Scottish Government and is 
to look at “sectarianism associated with public processions”.  

Five MSPs have been appointed to this new group under the 
chairmanship of the SNP’s James Dornan. It was Dornan, you 
will recall, who reacted to the alleged spitting incident outside 
St Alphonsus Church by immediately calling upon Glasgow City 
Council to ban Orange marches. “The public has the right not to be 
subject to intimidation, physical assault or sectarian behaviour” 
he said, blaming the entire Order for the actions of one pavement 
moron.

Joining Dornan on this “impartial” new group is another of the 
Order’s fans, John Mason MSP, who also used the spitting drama 
to launch an outright attack on us. When his attempt at tabling a 
parliamentary motion failed to attract much support, he launched 
an anti-Orange campaign in his Shettleston constituency and 

tabled a question in parliament asking if the First Minister agreed 
“that restrictions are needed on the number and routes” of 
marches.  

These two charmers will be joined by a third SNP MSP, Sandra 
White, by James Kelly for Scottish Labour and by Donald Cameron 
for the Scottish Tories. And when you hear that Nil by Mouth will 
also be on the group, it begins to look more like a kangaroo court 
than a balanced enquiry.   

As our enemies line up to make a lot of noise about sectarianism at 
parades that their own statistics show to be insignificant, genuine 
incidents of naked sectarianism are being conveniently ignored. 
Last month Kelvingrove Orange Hall was daubed with offensive 
sectarian slogans, the fifth such attack on Orange property this 
year. The media routinely ignores these incidents and no politician 
ever condemns them or offers sympathy or support.

Are we supposed to expect that Messrs Dornan, Mason & Co will 
be fair and unbiased in their dealings with the Order? Their track 
record doesn’t inspire us with any confidence.

33 MILES BY BIKE FOR 
THE ORANGE HOME FUND

This is Alan John Watson, a member of JLOL 50 in Johnstone. 
Alan had just completed the 33 miles sponsored cycle ride for 
the Scottish Orange Home Fund. Alan looks fresh as a daisy, 
which is more than can be said for some of the others by 
journey’s end (see p 5). 



THE ORANGE ORDER
We’re a world class fraternity!

One name stands out in the honour roll of New Zealand 
Orangeism – that of William Ferguson Massey from Limavady 
who was a Grand Master of the Grand Orange Lodge of New 
Zealand and Prime Minister from 1912-1925. Other names not 
so prominent also contributed to the Order’s development in 
Britain’s successful colony in the South Pacific. Among them was 
an unassuming Orange Sister from Glasgow, Jeannie Salmond.  

The first lodge warrant 
arrived in New Zealand 
on 31st March 1843, 
when James Carlton Hill 
from Co Wicklow stepped 
ashore at Auckland with 
his family, following an 
arduous three month 
sailing from Cork. Drawing 
members from among the 
military regiments and 
settlers, the lodge thrived 
and was soon followed 
by others until a Grand 
Lodge administration was 
established for North 
Island and another for 

South Island. These bodies amalgamated in 1908 to form the 
Grand Orange Lodge of New Zealand.

One of the first Grand Masters of the new united body was New 
Zealand-born William Hunter. He was particularly keen that the 
Order should emulate the recent growth in after-school pursuits 
for children. Hunter turned to his parents’ native Scotland for 
inspiration. In Glasgow in 1875, the first Juvenile Orange Lodge 
had been formed – famously predating both the Boys Brigade and 
the Scouts. Hunter was convinced that “the instilling of Protestant 
principles and Protestant history into the minds of our boys and 
girls is of vast importance”. 

Several years of good 
intentions but little 
progress followed, 
until the diminutive 
figure of Jeannie 
Salmond arrived in 
1927 off a ship from 
Glasgow. Jeannie 
was one of a group 
of bold pioneers who 
formed Scotland’s 
First LLOL 1 in 
Dennistoun, and was 
a founder member 
of the Ladies Orange Association of Scotland in 1909. She and 
her husband emigrated to New Zealand to be with her son who 
was already settled in Wellington. Jeannie soon reactivated her 
Orange membership in her adopted homeland and, in 1929 was 
instrumental in forming Primrose Girls Junior LOL 1 in Wellington. 
Massey Boys Junior LOL 1 soon followed. By 1950 there were 29 
junior lodges active throughout New Zealand.      

By the time Jeannie Salmond arrived in New Zealand, William 
Ferguson Massey had died. His years as Prime Minister had helped 

 
Officers of the Grand Orange Lodge of New Zealand

guide the emerging nation through a time of war and industrial 
unrest. Known affectionately as “Farmer Bill” for his championing 
of the agriculture sector, the outbreak of the Great War saw him 
immediately pledge New Zealand support in a cable to UK Prime 
Minister Asquith - “All we are and all we have is at the disposal 
of the British Government”. His legacy is huge. It’s no coincidence 
that New Zealand’s second largest university bears his name 

Jeannie was not the only Scottish influence upon New Zealand 
Orangeism. Another Scots immigrant, who history records only 
as “Sis Wyne from Glasgow”, was instrumental in breathing new 
life into ladies’ lodge decorum and ritual. She brought to her 
adopted country the formal style of ladies’ lodge meetings used in 
Scotland along with a precise recall of the Scottish second degree. 
The Nation, official journal of the Orange Order in New Zealand, 
enthused: “The ladies’ lodges in Scotland have reached a high 
degree of perfection in initiation and second degree working”. 
From that point on, the New Zealand ladies lodges adopted 
Scottish ceremony and ritual.

A country that has had three female Prime Ministers in recent 
times was hardly likely to baulk at a female Orange Grand Master. 
Sure enough, New Zealand’s long tradition of mixed male/female 
lodges soon broke the glass ceiling at Grand Lodge and saw 
capable ladies take up senior office. In due time, Sis Patricia Ellis 
was elected Grand Master and has since been followed by Sis 
Elva Brash. New Zealand has contributed several well respected 
Brethren to office in the Imperial Orange Council, including Bro 
Bill Irvine and Bro Rod Biel (Imperial Presidents), Bro Charles 
Ferrel (Imperial Grand Master), Bro  Kerry McCready and Bro 
David Elwood.

Bro Rod Biel, former NZ Grand Master and Past Imperial President   

Capt James Cook encounters Maoris

William Ferguson Massey

2



Supplier of

All Loyal Order Regalia & Accessories
Marching Band Instruments & Bespoke Uniforms

Industry Best Price……
Andante Reactor Drum
Follow our Facebook Page & Visit our 
Website for Regular Special Offers……

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart
Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com / Tel:  028 3832 4070

ONLY

£440.00

LET’S ALL BE BRIDGE BUILDERS
ARLENE FOSTER AT COWDENBEATH

The lodge buses rolled into Cowdenbeath to discover the town 
had been freshly painted in their honour. Vile graffiti extolling the 
IRA and castigating the Orange Order was everywhere, a sure sign 
that this douce Fife community wanted nothing to do with any 
Boyne Celebrations. At least that was what the local MSP, Alex 
Rowley, told us when he berated the event as a celebration of 
“death, murder, hate and bigotry”.

Yet, when the parade of 68 lodges and 40 bands made its colourful 
way through the town centre, the streets were thronged with 
eager spectators – so many, in fact, that the marchers had to 
squeeze through the crush. Brilliant sunshine added to a relaxed, 
family atmosphere, with police later reporting no incidents and no 
arrests. Clearly Mr Rowley and the phantom painters are woefully 
out of touch with the good people of Cowdenbeath.

Arlene Foster addresses the rally

The event - the annual East of Scotland Boyne Celebrations on 30th 
June – attracted more interest than usual through the presence of 
Arlene Foster as principal speaker. The media (who know for a 
fact that Orange parades only ever take place in Glasgow) were 
clearly baffled. They reported it variously as “organised by the 
Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland” and “attracting marchers from 
Glasgow”. But most of the excitement was reserved for Arlene 
Foster, with journalists clearly unaware of how routine it is to 
have a unionist politician on an Orange platform in Scotland.

As for Arlene, she charmed her listeners with talk of building a 
bridge across the North Channel. “While some foolishly attempt 
to use Brexit to build a border between Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, we are more progressive, we want to build a bridge.” 
She said the project was first mooted three years ago. “At that 

time some mocked the idea. They had no vision. Today there is 
growing support. The connection between our two countries 
has always been special. What better way to cement that than 
through a bridge? I want to see the Orange Institution here in 
Scotland get behind this campaign. Amongst all the nasty and 
abusive comments made about the Order, wouldn’t it be great to 
become an actual bridge builder between Northern Ireland and 
Scotland?”

An appreciative audience 

Turning to an appropriate historical theme, she traced the difficult 
circumstances of King William’s early life and his development 
into the strong character he would become. “Today there is a 
lack of appreciation of King William III. There would have been 
no Glorious Revolution without William. The path of British, 
European and global history would have been so different without 
him. We can learn from his love of country … from his openness 
to build new alliances to achieve his goals … from his faith in God 
… from his relentlessness in the face of so many challenges … and 
from his willingness to modernise to advance the interests of our 
nation and our cause.

“As we celebrate a man who laid the foundations of the religious 
freedom we enjoy today, let us as a people not drift backwards. 
This country needs to be a shared place where people are able to 
live free from intolerance and hatred. Such bigotry was not part 
of King William’s mindset and it should not be part of ours. In 
Sandy Row there is a mural of King William. In one corner there 
is a quote from William: Let ambition fire your mind. In 2018 we 
need ambition and vision, just like King William. Let’s all be bridge 
builders.”
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BREXIT  
BRITAIN’S FIRST DUTY IS TO ITS PEOPLE

Europe in its modern guise was still an adolescent when 
Britain joined it as a trading partner of the European Economic 
Community. But Britain was ill advised to flirt with the young girl 
of Europe. Flirtation led to engagement and eventually marriage. 
Now there is just one course of action – divorce.

Britain had failed to see how the adolescent would grow up. But 
now that Europe is within sight of reaching maturity, Britain has 
decided it doesn’t like what it sees and wants out.

Betrothal was urged upon the country by the sickly Heath 
government of the 1970s, which saw the EEC as an easy way 
to solve domestic problems. Television appearances by Prime 
Minister Edward Heath telling the country to turn off the lights to 
save power helped convince Britain it was so close to bankruptcy 
that outside help was needed. Perhaps Heath thought that by 
pitting British car workers against their German rivals, the British 
would learn to strike less and work more. If he did, the ploy failed 
miserably. Mini went to Stuttgart, Rolls Royce to Munich and the 
ailing British Leyland giant was scuppered and left to founder, 
taking down with it once revered names such as Rover and MG.

Countries can behave aberrantly. The French experienced it with 
their revolution and the Germans with their Jews. In the 1960s 
Britain forgot its past and descended into the mystifying logic that 
it is safe for a country to party by night and sleep by day. London 
became the psychedelic capital of the world, each fashion house 
and recording studio outdoing its rival to push back decency and 
decorum. Such prodigal notions can only last so long. Eventually 
the day of reckoning comes.

Thanks to David Cameron’s In/Out referendum on Europe, Britain 
regained the chance to redeem itself of the mistake of ever joining 
the EEC. It is as serious a thing for a country to forget its past as 
it is to put itself in danger of extinction. And Britain in its vote to 
join the EEC/EU did both. 

Nations are defined not by the present but by their past. Like 
all countries, Britain can look back to certain milestones in its 
development. Magna Carta guaranteed freedom from tyranny, 
oppression and totalitarianism through limited government. The 
Bill of Rights in 1688 strengthened this ideal. Our entry into the 
EU ignored these vital safeguards and exchanged accountability 
by national leaders and authorities for unaccountability by 
European ones.

Freedom is a precious commodity and no commodity is more 
precious to the individual than his personal freedom. Britain was 
faced with the loss of Habeas Corpus, a system of law introduced 
in 1679 that guaranteed the right of any man arrested to know 
the reason for his arrest, and for that arrest to be of limited 
duration until evidence was produced against him. Under EU law, 
Habeas Corpus is replaced by Corpus Juris, a system of law that 
puts the onus for proving innocence on the accused individual. 
The European Arrest Warrant is a product of Corpus Juris. Any 
EU citizen can be arrested and held indefinitely by the accusing 
country which has no duty either to declare the case against him 
or to prove his guilt. Britain should have known better than to 
accept Corpus Juris.

But Britain has another important distinctive. The British 
people have an island mentality, which may account for a level 
of independence of spirit not found in countries that share 
borders. Historically the seas around our shores have been an 
important firebreak between us and aggressors. Denmark in the 
middle ages and more recently Spain, France and Germany have 

all found the Channel to be an effective and often stormy moat 
around our coasts.

The path of divorce embarked upon by Britain is one taken 
with regret. But our first duty under God is to our people. In a 
time of intoxication induced by false teachers in the 1960s, we 
momentarily forgot our heritage. Brexit is merely the reversal of 
this mistake, a mistake for which Britain has paid dearly.

David Cameron’s referendum may look odd to a Europe 
committed to ever deeper integration. But, in the words of one of 
our greatest statesmen, it was “Britain’s finest hour”.

Abridged from “The British Case for Brexit” by Jim Wiltshire in 
English Churchman

 BREXIT NOT THE OPPORTUNITY
NICOLA HAS BEEN HOPING FOR

If Nicola Sturgeon is hoping that a shambolic Brexit is more 
likely to deliver independence into her hands, she’s in for a big 
disappointment. Having just witnessed the rancorous process of 
dissolving a union that is a mere 45 years old, no one but the most 
brainwashed ‘Yesser’ could possibly think that unpicking the 1707 
Union is likely to be any easier.  

As Nicola sits expectantly in Bute House waiting for the Brexit 
catastrophe to fall into her lap, she must be troubled by a few 
doubts. What if “the people of Scotland” she claims to speak 
for actually like regaining control from the EU over our fishing 
industry and our farming? What if we like the thought of a billion 
pound bonus from money we no longer need send to Brussels? 
What if we fancy the idea of turning the Clyde, the Forth and 
ailing Prestwick Airport into Freeports to boost trade?   

Nicola thinks Brexit will be so bad for Scotland that independence will 
be much easier to achieve. The smart money is on just the opposite.
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Glasgow 
Evangelical 

Church

Reformation
Sunday

28th October, 11am
Guest preacher:
Rev James Miller

of the Scottish 
Reformation Society

ALL WELCOME

Benhar 
Evangelical 

Church
Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,

Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR

Sundays at 6.30pm
Preacher: 

Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME

THIS FUNDRAISING LARK 
IS EXHAUSTING WORK!

Sponsors like to see a bit of sweat and effort before they part 
with hard-earned cash and the cyclists and walkers who slogged 
their way to The Kelpies on 2nd September didn’t disappoint. The 
effort was in aid of the Scottish Orange Home Fund, with the 
option of a cycle ride from Springburn Orange Hall or a walk from 
the Falkirk Wheel. Energy levels were replenished at The Kelpies, 
where medals were presented to all the participants as everyone 
sat down to enjoy a giant picnic.

• A reminder to lodges to return stubs and monies for the 
SOHF Prize Draw. The draw will take place on 8th November.   

KING BILLY 
COTTAGE FOR SALE

Anyone with half a million pounds to splash on a nice holiday 
home in Devon might like to consider buying the historic thatched 
cottage where William of Orange met with Sir Edward Seymour, a 
privy counsellor, and other “Gentlemen of the West” shortly after 
landing at Brixham. The meeting was dubbed his first parliament 
on English soil and the cottage is known locally as Parliament 
House. Sited in the village of Longcombe, eight miles from Torbay, 
the pretty Grade II listed ‘chocolate box’ cottage has original wood 
panelling and leaded windows. In the garden is a stone carved 
with the inscription: William Prince of Orange is said to have held 
his first Parliament here in 1688. 

Meanwhile the Officers and Brethren of John E Bingham LOL 
844 convened their August lodge meeting in Revolution House, 
Derbyshire, another historic building connected with the stirring 
events of 1688. Formerly the Cock & Pynot alehouse, the building 
in Old Whittington was where the Earl of Devonshire, the Earl of 
Danby and John D’Arcy met to plan the overthrow of King James 
VII (II of England). Now preserved as a free museum, complete 
with 17th century furniture, visitors can enjoy a video outlining the 
Glorious Revolution.

KELLSWATER HONOURS
ULSTER’S OLDEST LADY

Bright and early on the morning 
of July 12th, Maud Nicholl from 
Ballymena was at her door 
as usual to view the morning 
parade of Kellswater LOL 453 
with Kellswater Flute Band. She 
was surprised when the parade 
made an unscheduled stop for a 
presentation and an extra tune. 

Maud had recently celebrated her 109th birthday, making her 
Northern Ireland’s oldest lady. Maud is pictured receiving a floral 
bouquet from Bro Geoffrey Lamont, Worshipful Master, and Bro 
John Cupples of Kellswater Band and Lodge Chaplain. 

Kellswater Band were just home hot foot from the Shotts Boyne 
Celebrations where they had the honour to lead the County Grand 
Lodge Officers and their distinguished guests. Several Brethren 
from Whitburn and Newmains joined with Kellswater lodge for 
the 12th, as they have done for many years.
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LADIES CONFERENCES
Please note that the 20th October and 17th November conferences 
of the Ladies Orange Association will commence at 1pm in the 
GLO Centre, Motherwell ML1 1BN. Bus and train stations are 100 
metres from the venue. There is car parking plus another two 
public car parks close by. The Glo Centre has a café where tea and 
snacks are available. 

The Scottish Orange Home Fund will hold their Christmas Fayre 
at the venue from 10am-12noon on the day of the November 
conference. Further details from Mary Duckett on 07990 896559 
or at mary1690@ymail.com.

 RED CROSS DEGREE AT AIRDRIE

The June meeting of Hope of Airdrie RBP 296 in Airdrie Orange 
Halls saw the Sublime Degree of Red Cross conferred upon four 
Sir Knights from RBP 296 and another four from Star of Freedom 
RBP 317, Shotts. The assembled Sir Knights were treated to an 
excellent degree carried out by Sir Kt Jake Simpson and Sir Kt 
Henry Dunbar, RBP 296, and Sir Kt Angus Rankin from Morning 
Star RBP 160, Coatbridge. Also in attendance were Sir Kt Ronnie 
Cromwell, RWM RBP 317 and Sir Kt Robert Keeney, RW District 
Master.

 70 YEARS SERVICE AT MOTHERWELL

It’s not often a lodge has the privilege of honouring someone 
who has given 70 years faithful service. Such a remarkable 
milestone calls for a special celebration, and Victoria Ladies 
LLOL 7, Motherwell, pulled out all the stops to honour Sis 
Christine Galway, PM. There to add their personal thanks and 
congratulations were Bro Jim McHarg, Grand Master, and Sis Jean 
Logan, Grand Mistress.

NEW BANNER FOR CARLUKE

The Brethren  of Saunderson Memorial LOL 190, Carluke, had the 
pleasure of unfurling and dedicating a new lodge banner on 18th 
August. Bro Rev Malcolm Anderson dedicated the banner to the 
Glory of God and Bro Jim McHarg, Grand Master, presented the 
Worthy Master, Bro Ricky Nelson, with his 20 Year Service Medal.

 NEW LADIES LODGE IN CARLISLE

Saturday 25th August was a red letter day for the growing Orange 
family in Cumbria when a new ladies lodge was inaugurated in 
Carlisle. The new lodge was opened under the auspices of the 
Northern Province of the Grand Orange Lodge of England. Bro 
Ron Bather, Grand Master, is pictured here with the lodge officers.

COWCADDENS 40 YEARS SERVICE
Bro John Knight, PM, 
James M Laird Memorial 
LOL 199, is pictured 
being presented with his 
40 Years Service Medal 
by Bro Alistair Glyn 
Hughes, Worthy Master. 
Bro Knight is well known 
throughout Scotland as 
an accomplished lecturer 
and has been District 
Lecturer of Cowcaddens 
No 11 District for 36 years. 
Having served the lodge as 
master for three years, he has gone on to give a further 30 years 
exemplary service as treasurer. He also served the District Lodge 
in many capacities including District Master, is a valued member 
of Covenant of Peace RBP 257 and current District Master of 
Royal Black District Chapter No 1. Among the gifts was a beautiful 
cake presented by Bro Andy Nicholls, which had been baked and 
iced by his wife Anne.
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 MAY RAISES OVER £2,000 FOR 
CHILDREN’S CANCER HOSPITAL

Sis May Weir of Daughters of Ruth LLOL 
103, Fauldhouse, has raised a magnificent 
£2,200 for Glasgow Children’s Cancer 
Hospital. She achieved it by organising a 
sponsored walk, bingo nights and raffles 
among lodge members and friends. Well 
done May, and grateful thanks to all who 
supported her.

LONG SERVICE AT BANNOCKBURN

Two 30 Years Service Medals were recently presented to two 
faithful members of Bannockburn True Blues LOL 101. Bro Colin 
Blair (second from right) received his from his son, Bro Scott Blair, 
Depute Master, while Bro Graham Laird (second left) received his 
from his grandson, Bro Reece Laird, Substitute Master. Bro Laird 
actually has over 40 years service to the lodge but, through an 
oversight, had never received his 30 Years medal.

MARRIAGE BLESSING

Mr & Mrs William Thomson (aka Bro William Thomson, District 
Master of Paisley No 6 District, and his wife Sis Sandie Thomson 
of LLOL 78) were at Blantyre Congregational Church recently to 
have their marriage blessed. Having tied the knot last year at Ayr 
Registry Office, they committed their happy union into God’s care 
and keeping with the help of Bro Rev Malcolm Anderson.

PAISLEY MINISTER’S RETIREMENT GIFTS

The retirement of Rev Kenneth Mayne from Martyrs Sandyford 
Church, Paisley, was marked by presentations from the Orange 
and Black Institutions. Mr Mayne has been a good friend to both, 
ever willing to conduct services and provide spiritual comfort. Mr 
and Mrs Mayne are pictured receiving gifts on behalf of Paisley 
No 6 District from Bro Jim McMillan of King William LOL 102. Also 
on behalf of Paisley Royal Black District Chapter No 8 from Sir Kt 
Mark Lawn of Bryce Boal Memorial RBP 457.

NEW ORANGE 
HALL FOR DENNY
Following an investment 
of £50,000, the Brethren 
of Denny True Blues LOL 
257 have opened their 
new Orange Hall. The 
facility now has three times 
the floor area of the old 
building and has modern 
kitchen and toilet facilities. 
On Saturday 25th August 
over 200 members paraded 
the town of Denny before the hall was dedicated to the Glory of 
God by Bro Rev Tom Greig, Grand Chaplain, and officially opened 
by Bro Robert McLean, Executive Officer and Past Master of the 
lodge. This achievement was made possible by many hours of 
voluntary work by members, also assistance and donations from 
local building companies.

 DRUMGELLOCH PRESENTATIONS

A very enjoyable joint presentation evening was hosted in Airdrie 
Orange Halls on Friday 31st August by LOL 6 and LLOL 74, both 
lodges named Drumgelloch Bible & Crown. Pictured here are 
(left to right) Bro John Cooper, Worthy Master (20 Years Service 
Medal), Sis Liza Cowie (30 Years Service Medal), Bro Jim Anderson 
(60 Years Service Medal) and Bro Robert Keeney, Depute District 
Master.

Tributes
Bro Ian Daly

Vale of Leven True Blues 
LOL 176 regret to intimate 
the passing of Bro Ian Daly. 
Since his initiation into the 
Institution in 1972 he worked 
tirelessly for Dumbarton No 
27 District and was greatly 
respected by all. He was also 
willing to apply his building 
trade knowledge and skills 
to the benefit of others. 
He was instrumental in the 
renovation and extension of 
Denny Orange Hall but was 
not to see the hall completed. 
Sadly missed.
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The Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland

St ANDREW’S DINNER
The Grand Master will host the inaugural St 
Andrew’s Dinner on Friday 30th November, in the 
Double Tree Strathclyde Hilton Hotel, featuring a 
lavish four course dinner with entertainment on a 
Scottish theme.

Highlight of the evening will be the presentation of the Grand Master’s 
Recognition Award to an individual who has given outstanding 
meritorious service to the Loyal Orange Institution.
 

Bookings can now be made via Olympia House at £28 per person.

THE DESPAIRING 
BRAVEHEART 

Oh how we laughed when 
we heard that disgraced 
former MSP Tommy Sheridan 
intended to entertain the 300 
or so freedom marchers who 
gathered in Glasgow’s George 
Square on 15th September with 
a screening of Braveheart. 
Committed ‘Yessers’ were 
among those who cringed. 

The fictional film is set around 
the time of the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314 when 
Robert the Bruce, King of Scots, 
famously sent King Edward I of 
England “homeward tae think 
again”. Citizen Tommy must 
have been hoping that Mel 

Gibson would breath new life into his wrecked political ambitions.

Tommy and his backers would do better to stop fantasising over a 
Holywood historical travesty and touch base instead with reality. 
Someone who could guide him is Lord Charles Bruce, a direct 
descendant of King Robert the Bruce. Far from sharing Tommy’s 
fascination for his ancestor’s high place in nationalist folklore, 
Lord Bruce is scathing on the topic of independence. “I don’t think 
anyone can say this is a good time for Scottish independence” he 
said in a recent interview.

“I think there’s so much uncertainty. Anyone who read the recent 
Growth Commission report would have to conclude that we have 
all manner of vulnerabilities. We are an old mature economy, we 
have an ageing population, we have very high costs of health care 
and looking after our elderly people, and we have a very poor 
new business formation record. We lose far too many bright 
young people, graduates – particularly business people. We have 
very few public companies listed in Scotland anymore. There’s an 
awful lot we need to do to our economy before we can be in a 
position to even consider independence.”   

As for his famous ancestor’s role at Bannockburn, Lord Bruce 
says it’s “quite difficult to translate” what happened in 1314 to 
the modern world (are you listening, Tommy?). He also points 
to another descendant of The Bruce who helped negotiate the 
Union of the Crowns in 1603 when King James VI became King 
James I of England. 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT SHUNS 
THE SCOT WHO BUILT CANADA

Scotland’s SNP 
Government has found 
a new bandwagon 
to jump aboard. The 
woeful decision to 
erase the name of Sir 
John A Macdonald from 
government websites 
aligns the Sturgeon 
administration with the 
current “progressive” 
and “right on” fad for 
disowning historical 
figures for their supposed 
colonialist attitudes and 
actions.
Macdonald was Canada’s 
nation builder who moulded Britain’s North American colonies 
into a confederation strong enough to resist the expansionist 
ambitions of the United States. In his drive to unite the colonies 
he was instrumental in building the great Canadian Pacific 
Transcontinental Railway that connects the vast country from 
coast to coast. In the process, many native Indian tribes were 
forcibly moved out of their traditional territories into reservations. 

Macdonald also introduced a policy of sending native children 
to state-funded boarding schools where they were cut off from 
native culture and educated in English. It is this that has recently 
tarnished his legacy. To accusations of “cultural genocide”, 
attempts have been underway in Canada to disown his legacy 
by toppling statues and renaming streets. So far, the revisionists 
haven’t felt sufficiently offended to refuse Canadian $10 notes 
which feature a portrait of the man they claim to abhor.

Sir John A Macdonald was born in Glasgow and became the first 
Prime Minister of Canada in 1867. He was the dominant figure of 
Canadian politics for almost half a century. Macdonald was also 
an Orangeman. Maybe that’s what Nicola’s administration found 
most distasteful about one of Scotland’s famous sons when they 
decided his name should be scrubbed from government websites 
“following the legitimate concerns raised by Canadian indigenous 
communities about his legacy”.         

Judging great figures from history by today’s standards is thoroughly 
unjust. We wonder if Salmond and Sturgeon have given a thought 
to how future generations of Scots might judge them?

Sir John A Macdonald

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR 

THE NEW SEASON

Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories

Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins

All in stock at the 
best prices anywhere!

BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road

Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400

Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk
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Knitters gotta knit!
The unit at St John’s Hospital, 
Livingston, for babies born 
premature or stillborn was 
delighted to receive a special 
delivery of hand knitted baby 
items. Three members of 
Daughters of Ruth LLOL 103, 
Fauldhouse, presented the 
gifts to the unit’s Sue Shade 
on behalf of the Ladies Orange 
Association.  The ladies who’ve 
been knitting have decided not 
to pack away the knitting pins 

and crochet needles just yet on hearing that the ward always has 
need of more baby clothing. 

IS THE PARTY OVER?

The astonishing sight of a former First Minister taken to task by his 
successor for alleged sexual harassment has divided opinion in the 
SNP. Those loyal to Nicola Sturgeon have had a sharp reminder of 
how many of their party colleagues still hanker after the old Alex 
Salmond swagger and chutzpah. Blind to the sensitivities of the 
women who claim they were abused, the Eckites poured £100,000 
into a “crowdfunding” appeal to pay their hero’s legal costs.   

The spat has led some political commentators to speculate that 
this month’s SNP conference could see the party rent asunder by 
the Sturgeon loyalists and the Salmond diehards. The fault line 
already exists between Sturgeon’s cautious approach to holding 
another independence referendum and Salmond’s impatience to 
have another go as soon as possible. With Nicola widely expected 
to tell conference yet again that the time is not right for Indy2, 
what happens if the wounded Salmond comes out snarling?

Nicola might get lucky, of course. Salmond might decide to say 
nothing and concentrate on his judicial review. But when has 
Salmond ever been content to stay in the background? This is 
the man who believes he was robbed of victory back in 2014 and 
has been itching for round two. Among his most loyal fans are 
those crazy nutters who believe the conspiracy theories about 
the BBC and MI5 being used by Westminster to undermine the 
independence movement.   

Open warfare at the conference between the Eckites and the 
Nicolodeons would be music to the ears of every unionist, but let’s 
keep the champagne on ice for now. Despite what the political 
commentators say, the SNP is more of a religious cult than a 
political party and is brilliant at managing internal disputes to keep 
them from public view. Conference attenders are mesmerised true 
believers who know how to applaud dutifully and jump to their feet 
when standing ovations are required. If there’s the merest hint of 
dissent in the SECC this month, we’ll be surprised.

THE BRAES O’ KILLIECRANKIE
For a modest fee, you 
could have treated 
the entire family to an 
exciting re-enactment of 
the Battle of Killiecrankie 
over the last weekend of 
July. The battle, on 27th 
July 1689, was part of the 
epic struggle we know 

as the Glorious Revolution. John Graham, Viscount Dundee, had 
rallied some of the highland clans to the cause of the deposed 
monarch, James VII. Reinforced by troops from Ireland, he was 
heading south for the Protestant Lowlands and ultimately to 
Edinburgh where the Scottish Parliament had already declared 
for William of Orange.

Marching north to confront the Jacobites was General Hugh Mackay 
at the head of a government force composed of Lowland regiments 
and Covenanters. On the morning of July 27th, Graham learned that 
Mackay’s forces about to enter the Pass of Killiecrankie, a narrow 
glen with steep hills on either side. The Jacobites took advantage of 
the high ground, winning the battle but suffering heavy casualties, 
including the loss of Graham himself.

There was panic in Edinburgh, where 
the Scottish privy council prepared 
to flee from an expected Jacobite 
onslaught. A newly formed regiment, 
raised in Douglas and named after 
Richard Cameron, ‘Lion of the 
Covenant’, was dispatched north 
from Perth and ordered to hold the 
town of Dunkeld at all costs. Dunkeld 
was not protected by town walls so 
the young commander, Lt Col William 
Cleland, ordered his troops to take up defensive positions in and 
around the cathedral. The Jacobites began their assault on 21st 
August, outnumbering the Cameronians more than four to one. 

The battle raged for 16 hours in and through the narrow streets 
until the Jacobites conceded defeat and withdrew. Scotland was 
secured for King William. The exhausted Cameronians gathered 
in the cathedral precincts to give thanks to Almighty God for his 
merciful deliverance, many of them learning for the first time that 
their gallant leader, Lt Col Cleland, had lost his life early in the 
action.

Every year on the third Sunday of August, without the aid of a 
re-enactment production company, Brethren from Col Cleland 
Memorial District LOL 65 gather in the precincts of Dunkeld 
Cathedral to remember the bravery of the little Cameronian 
Regiment. Led by a lone piper, the dignified parade passes through 
the very streets that witnessed the dramatic events of 1689. A 
group of Orange Sisters from Govan were among the visitors to 
this year’s commemoration. Following the parade, a service of 
remembrance and thanksgiving was led by Bro Rev Tom Greig, 
Grand Chaplain.

           9



 What a friend we have in Jesus
‘..there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother’ (Prov 18:24)

The author of this 
hymn, Joseph Medlicott 
Scriven, was born on 
10th September 1819, 
at Seapatrick, not 
far from Banbridge, 
in County Down. His 
parents, John and Jane 
Scriven, had four sons 
and two daughters. 
Joseph was the second 
born. The family moved 
to England in 1826 and 
then to Dublin in 1834. 

When Joseph was 16 years old he entered the city’s famous 
Trinity College. Desiring to carry on his family’s military tradition, 
he went to Addiscombe Military College in Surrey where he spent 
two years. Unable to have a career in the army because of ill 
health, he returned to Dublin where he completed his studies at 
Trinity, receiving a B.A. in 1842.

Joseph soon found employment as a private tutor and had 
planned to marry, but his fiancé died the day before the wedding 
was to take place. She had fallen from her horse into the River 
Bann while crossing a bridge. Joseph, who had been standing on 
the other side, was unable to save her life. This tragedy may have 
been the means of awakening Joseph to his need of Jesus Christ. 
It may have been from this heart-breaking experience that Joseph 
came to the Healer of Broken Hearts in repentance and faith. For 
it was around this time that he joined an independent Gospel 
preaching church.

While touring the Middle East, employed as a private tutor, like 
Saul of Tarsus (the apostle Paul) he found inspiration at the street 
called Straight, in Damascus. For it was there that he is said to 
have written the first line of his poem, ‘What a Friend we have 
in Jesus…’, which he later titled ‘Pray Without Ceasing.’ When he 
returned to the British Isles, Joseph moved to Plymouth where 
he fell in love again. But this young lady was more interested in 
another suitor with whom she eventually settled. 

Joseph then emigrated to Canada. There he taught for a while at 
Woodstock and Brantford in Ontario before moving to East Zorra 
where he worked as a labourer. He afterwards settled in Huron 
County not far from the present-day town of Clinton. There he 
often opened the Bible to tell the workers on the railway about 
Jesus and His saving love. He also served his Lord and Saviour as 
a lay preacher, preaching Christ the Friend of all who repent and 
believe. 

While teaching in Huron County, Joseph was offered the position 
of private tutor to Theodore, the 10-year-old son of Lieutenant 
Pengelley, a retired naval officer. He accepted the offer and lived 
with the Pengelleys for the next five years. It was then that he 
met Eliza Catherine Roche, Mrs Pengelley’s niece. In 1859 they 
got engaged. He was 39 years old and Eliza was 22. They were 
looking forward to their marriage, but it was not to be. Eliza, who 

was already suffering from consumption, took pneumonia from 
which she died four months later.

Joseph dedicated all that he had and ever would have to the glory 
of God and the good of others. He decided to put his Saviour’s 
Sermon on the Mount into practice. He didn’t have much, but 
he was determined to use what he had to win people to Jesus. 
Joseph was a big man with a big heart who put the needs of others 
before his own. In this way, he built up a congregation of men and 
women who had come to Christ through his life and ministry.

Having left the Pengelleys, Joseph lived with James Sackville 
Sr. and his family in Bewdley. Their shared faith in Jesus Christ 
had brought them together. Joseph paid for his keep by doing 
chores, such as cutting wood. He spent the winter months with 
the Sackvilles in Bewdley and the summer months in Port Hope 
where he boarded for 22 years with Mrs Margaret Gibson, a 
poor Irish widow. Joseph helped this lady carry on her husband’s 
business by milking and distributing the milk from the one cow 
that she had kept.

Joseph became known as “The Good Samaritan of Port Hope” 
because of his acts of kindness. He freely worked for people who 
couldn’t do physical work themselves and couldn’t pay for anyone 
to do the work for them. He even sold his watch to replace a poor 
person’s lost cow. His family heard about his generosity and began 
to send him necessities rather than money, but when they found 
out that he was also giving them away, they decided to send him 
nothing more. Joseph did all that he could to help the poor and 
needy, giving away his money and most of his possessions. He 
also shared the Gospel of salvation from sin and Hell by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone to everyone who would 
give him a hearing.

After James Sackville Sr. died in 1879, Joseph remained in Bewdley 
with James Sackville Jr. In 1884 he returned to the Pengelleys at the 
request of Theodore Pengelley, to tutor the first of his four sons. 
Two years later, on the 10th August 1866 at the age of 66, Joseph 
accidently drowned in the mill-pond. Some disputed the cause 
of his death, but the coroner, Dr Corbett, didn’t believe it was 
necessary to hold an inquest. He was buried next to Eliza Roche 
in the Pengelley family’s cemetery. The grave was unmarked until 
the Scriven Memorial Committee unveiled a tall memorial stone 
on the 24th May 1920.

Shortly before Joseph died, a friend who had come to visit him 
discovered his poem and asked him about it. Joseph said it had 
been written for his mother to comfort her in a time of sorrow, 
and that he had no intention of showing it to anyone else. Later, 
having been asked if he had written it, Joseph answered, “The 
Lord and I did it between us.” 

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,

All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged:
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?

Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
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OUTSTANDING BIBLE COMPETITIONS
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col 3:16)

Our winners at Olympia House with the Grand Master

Parents and juvenile lodge superintendents looked on proudly 
as youngsters gave an impressive performance of Bible 
knowledge and reading skills. The event was the annual Grand 
Lodge Bible Competitions. Once again it was a challenging task 
selecting winners from an outstanding field. No entrant failed 
to impress, but these were judged this year’s winners:

Scripture Quiz
Age 7 – 10 years 
Winner  Marc Quinn, JLOL 80, No 22 District 
Runners up Penny Carroll, JLOL 50, No 18 District
  Charlie Whitehead, JLOL 144, No 5 District
  William McCarrol, JLOL 129, No 57 District
Age 11 – 13 years 
Winner  Murron McGowan, JLOL 89, No 10 District
Runners up Skye Carroll, JLOL 50, No 18 District
  Marshall Boyd, JLOL 102, No 1 District
  Hannah Millar, JLOL 144, No 5 District
Age 14 – 16 years 
Winner  Caitlyn Nisbett, JLOL 144, No 5 District
Runners up Kirsty Marshall, JLOL 102, No 1 District
  Ben Milne, JLOL 18, No 3 District

Bible Reading
Age 7 – 10 years 
Winner  Marc Quinn, JLOL 80, No 22 District
Runners up Lewis Wale, JLOL 99, No 26 District
  Penny Carroll, JLOL 50, No 18 District
  Danielle Wells, JLOL 18, No 3 District
Age 11 – 13 years 
Winner  Aidan Quinn, JLOL 50, No 18 District
Runners up Emma More, JLOL 89, No 10 District
  Marshall Boyd, JLOL 102, No 1 District
Age 14 – 16 years 
Winner  Ryan James, JLOL 37, No 46 District
Runners up Jemma Findlay, JLOL 99, No 26 District
  Kirsty Marshall, JLOL 102, No 1 District

Unable to attend the prize giving at Olympia House, the three 
winners from Johnstone No 18 District received their trophies 
at Paisley …

WALK FOR JOCK
NOW IN ITS SECOND DECADE

Davie (third left back row) and the Jock team at journey’s end

Bro Davie Paterson from Linlithgow is Worthy Master of Falkirk 
True Blues LOL 120. Every year for the past 10 years he’s been 
organising his “Walk for Jock” up the West Highland Way from 
Milngavie to Fort William, in memory of his brother and to raise 
funds for deserving causes big and small. The grand total raised 
now exceeds £100,000, and Walk 11 is expected to put another 
£10,000 into the charity pot. This year’s beneficiaries include 
Maggies, Marie Curie, Myeloma UK, Beatson’s Hospital and the 
British Heart Foundation. Well done Davie, and well done your 
supporters and sponsors.

£5,000 GIFT TO PANCREATIC UNIT

The Paton family of Coatbridge saw at first hand the care and 
expertise of the Pancreatic Unit of Glasgow Royal Infirmary when 
their own son, Scott, was in need of treatment and support. 
Ever since, the Patons have held an annual fundraising campaign 
among the wider Orange family in Coatbridge. This year’s effort 
raised another £5,000, thanks to generous support from local 
lodges, bands and members of the 22 Social Club. Scott and his 
wife Linda were present at a special presentation evening in the 
Orange Halls to see his mum, Sis May Paton of LLOL 184, present 
the cheque to consultant surgeon, Mr Ross Carter.
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ARMISTICE 
CENTENARY SUPPER

Friday 2nd November at 7pm
Govan Orange Halls, Glasgow

Guest Speakers: Mr Tom Purdie 
Bro Major Robert Stewart, MBE

Tickets £10 from Olympia House

THE BABY COMES OF AGE
EAST COUNTY GRAND LODGE GOLDEN JUBILEE

Youngest of Scotland’s four County Grand Lodges, “the East” is 
marking its fiftieth birthday and held a parade through Edinburgh 
to celebrate. The parade was preceded by a rally in The Meadows 
where Bro Harry Johnston, County Grand Master, introduced Bro 
Rev Henry Williamson who led with prayer and a rousing oration 
on the Order’s spiritual heritage. He was followed by remarks 
from Bro JG MacLean, Past County Grand Master, and greetings 
from Sis Jean Logan, Grand Mistress, and Bro Jim McHarg, Grand 
Master. The parade which followed took the Orange Sisters 
and Brethren through the heart of the “old town”, redolent of 
Scotland’s Reformation and Covenanting history. 

12


