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This is the moment that two of London’s finest snatched a Bible 
from the hands of an elderly man before hauling him off to jail 
in handcuffs. His “offence” was to preach the gospel outside 
Southgate Underground Station. When an aggressive youth in 
a hoodie began to mock him with shouts of “Allah is the way!” 
the police moved in and arrested the preacher for ‘breach of the 
peace’ and ‘Islamophobia’. The entire incident was filmed by a 
bystander and went viral on social media.

Footage also appeared online of a young man being hustled 
away by the police in Buchanan Street, Glasgow. Like the elderly 
man in London, his “crime” was to make public witness of his 
Christian faith. 

In Perth city centre (above) a Baptist pastor who “failed to desist” 
from preaching when instructed by the police was marched off to 
the nick. His MP3 Player (which only has a recording facility) was 

SILENCING THE GOSPEL
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness” (Matt 5:10)

submitted to the procurator fiscal by this pair of extremely dumb 
coppers as evidence of the noise he was making. Meanwhile the 
police chose to ignore two buskers using amplifiers in the same 
street.    

What’s going on here? Is the United Kingdom, once defined by its 
Christian heritage, becoming contemptuous of civil and religious 
liberty? The Christian Legal Centre (CLC), which has successfully 
defended a number of street preachers, certainly thinks so. 
Andrea Williams, chief executive of the CLC, said: “This is the 
third arrest in as many months. These street preachers are not 
breaking any laws and are perfectly within their rights. The police 
are overreaching their authority and misapplying the law. Their 
actions show an increasing hostility towards Christianity.”

There’s a level of ignorance at work here too, by a secular state 
and police force that seems keen to label open-air preaching 
as inherently “offensive”, ”racist” and (the ever-fashionable) 
“Islamophobic”. A recent joint initiative by the Scottish 
Government and Police Scotland saw posters appear in public 
spaces  saying “Dear bigots, you can’t spread your religious hate 
here. End of sermon”. The supreme irony for our misguided 
civic authorities is that they are far too blinkered to see that the 
Christian gospel is the polar opposite of hatred and bigotry.

Street preachers have long been an easy target for mocking 
atheists, indignant gays and seething Muslims. Now they’re 
evidently easy prey for the police too. Yet the preachers don’t set 
out to give offense. What they’re doing is proclaiming the faith 
that’s at the heart of the free and tolerant society we’ve come to 
take for granted. Have the dim-witted police officers who harass 
street preachers got nothing better to do with their time? Maybe 
they could usefully spend some of it taking a refresher course on 
the meaning of free speech and religious liberty.



BRITISH CITIZENSHIP 
A PRIVILEGE - NOT A RIGHT

The case of Shamima Begum, the ISIS bride begging to be repatriated 
to the UK, has divided opinion on whether she should be allowed to 
return. What’s the Christian response to her plight? The Rev Peter 
Simpson, writing in The English Churchman, says this …

Suppose at the outbreak of war in September 1939, some British 
citizens who were Nazi sympathisers decided to go to Germany 
in order to enlist in the German army. These supporters of Hitler 
subsequently end up on the Russian Front in 1941. This campaign 
was so gruelling, and the Russian winter so severe, that the Nazi 
sympathisers gradually became disillusioned, deserted and then 
tried to make their way back to the UK. Supposing that they 
then reached these shores, should the British Government have 
received them back on the grounds of compassion, and also on 
the technical grounds of legal citizenship? 

This fictional scenario is not without relevance to the case of 
Shamima Begum. Her citizenship was recently revoked by the UK 
Government as she sought to return to this country, having joined 
up with ISIS whose whole ethos is anti-British and opposed to 
everything about our culture and civilisation.

A de-radicalisation expert, Hanif Qadir, who has been involved 
with the Government’s “Prevent” programme, recently advocated 
that Miss Begum be allowed to return to the UK. To prevent her, 
he argued, would only encourage other potential extremists to 
embrace radicalisation and the ISIS narrative out of sympathy for 
her and others treated in the same rejecting way.

Let’s follow through the logic of this argument: to deny citizenship 
rights to sworn enemies of Britain is wrong because it will lead 
to the creation of more anti-British jihadist sympathisers, whose 
attitudes will then be the fault of the UK Government for acting 
so harshly. Or to put it another way, how dare the UK stand up for 
its own identity and civilisation; how dare it expect loyalty from its 
citizens; how dare the British provoke those who delight in being 
anti-British.

Shamima Begum is not an isolated case. Some 400 jihadists have 
already returned to the UK. These professed enemies of all that 
Britain stands for are again enjoying the benefits of living here, 
some with the aid of taxpayers’ money, and only a minority of 
them are ever prosecuted. It begs the question: was allowing 
them to return morally right, even if it was legally permissible?

This affair also reminds us that immigration into the UK has 
not always led to the seamless integration of even second and 
third generation migrants born here. Instead we have seen the 
establishment of parallel communities in which people remain 
firmly lodged within their own cultural environments, speaking 
their own language amongst themselves. Interaction with the 
host community is the minimum compatible with social necessity. 
While we are not suggesting that these parallel communities 
would support violent jihad, the reality remains that non-
integration is not conducive to the well-being and cohesion of any 
country.

Jihadists who want to return to Britain desire to take advantage 
of the peace, security and material well-being which is still, by 
God’s grace, a general characteristic of life in this country. We 
would respectfully point out, however, that this broadly high 
quality of living continues to be a product of our Christianity-
based civilisation, which even today’s secular society is reaping 
the benefits of. The ongoing attractiveness of living in Britain 
is due to the providential government of the Trinitarian God 
over the nations, and His mercy towards us. It also owes much 
to the constant prayers of faithful Bible-believing Christians in 
our nation.

ISIS, however, despises our Christian civilisation. Radical militant 
Islam has no sympathy whatsoever for the religion which 
teaches that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and the only Saviour. It is 
utterly opposed to the faith that has been the foundation of our 
western values.

While proclaiming that Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation, 
we nonetheless respect the right of any UK citizen to pursue his 
or her own religion. It is surely not unreasonable to expect those 
who want the benefits of living in a Christianity-based civilisation 
not to despise it. In the final analysis, UK citizenship is not a basic 
human right which anyone in the world can lay claim to. In fact it 
is a great privilege which brings with it serious responsibilities of 
loyalty, faithfulness and assimilation on a heartfelt level.

United Free Church of Scotland
Minister:  Bro Rev Jason Lingiah

MENSTRIE
Main Street West, FK11 7BY

Sundays 10am

ALLOA MONCRIEFF
Drysdale Street, FK10 1JA

Sundays 11.30am & 6.30pm

All  Welcome
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THE GAELIC 
“SQUINTY”

The highlands’ very own “squinty bridge”, a dramatic curved 
structure built 35 years ago, has been awarded Grade A listing 
for architectural merit by Arainneachd Eachdraidheil Alba (better 
known to the 99% of Scots who don’t speak Gaelic as Historic 
Environment Scotland). The bridge carries the A894 across a 
narrowing between two sea lochs in Sutherland.

The handsome structure was known as the Kylescu Bridge until its 
new status saw it fall victim to the current nationalist obsession 
with Gaelic. Now we are expected to call it Drochaid a’Chaolais 
Chumhaing. 

The bridge’s new moniker delighted Alister Mackinnon, who heads 
up the ominous sounding Gaelic Strategy and Implementation 
Group on Highland Council. Thanking HES for awarding the bridge 
category A status and recognising the importance of Gaelic in this 
part of Sutherland, Cllr Mackinnon said: “Historically most of the 
residents in the local area were Gaelic speakers”. 

Yes, you read that correctly … most locals were Gaelic speakers. 
We predict the new name will turn out a futile gesture. To locals 
and tourists alike it will always be the Kylescu Bridge.

Prince 
William 
meets 
Prince 
William

No one who visits 
Ballymena can possibly miss 
the famous “King Billy” wall 
mural in Bridge Street, near 
the town centre. Certainly 
not the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge, who visited 
the County Antrim town 
during a recent visit to 
Northern Ireland. 

NO AUSTERITY FOR
THE SNP FAT CATS

Nathalie Loiseau, France’s Minister for European Affairs, 
gives Nicola Sturgeon a lesson on flags

The SNP’s woeful mishandling of public finances may be starving 
local authorities, schools and hospitals of funds, but the gravy 
train just keeps on rolling for party big wigs. Sturgeon is just 
back from Paris on another one of her flamboyant jaunts, where 
she had gone to officially open the Scottish Government’s latest 
absurd outpost and tell the few French who turned out to hear 
her that Scotland is being ignored by the UK.  

As reported in last month’s Torch, Finance Minister Derek Mackay 
keeps money in an “external affairs” jam jar to pay for Sturgeon 
strutting about the globe like an international stateswoman, 
setting up diplomatic missions. Mackay’s budget for this pointless 
extravagance is currently £17.3 million and is set to increase to 
£24 million.

Mackay was recently “outed” on a modest expense all his own. 
Widely ridiculed for being a poor speaker, he treated himself to 
some professional tutoring. His public performances have since 
improved, even if his understanding of economics has not. With 
a salary in excess of £100,000 plus expenses, you might have 
thought Mackay would have no trouble picking up the £1,000 tab 
for his personal tutoring. You’d be wrong.

The man who bleats constantly about how Tory austerity is 
harming Scotland had the cheek to pass his bill on to the taxpayer. 
This is something Mackay wasn’t keen on the plebs finding out. It 
took a freedom of information request to get at the truth. 

Benhar 
Evangelical 

Church
Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,

Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR

Sundays at 6.30pm
Preacher: 

Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME
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BIGOTS POSTER 
GETS THE BOOT

The Scottish Government has caved 
in to pressure from Christians to drop 
a public poster campaign implying 
that Christian belief amounts to a 
hate crime. The offending posters 
began to appear last October on bus 
shelters and other advertising sites, 
bearing the logos of the Scottish 
Government and Police Scotland. 
One poster read: “Dear bigots, you 
can’t spread your religious hate here. 
End of sermon. Yours, Scotland”.   

Barnabas Fund, a Christian aid agency that mainly assists 
persecuted Christians in Islamic countries, complained to 
Police Scotland and the Scottish Government. The government 
has agreed to back down with an undertaking not to re-use 
the controversial posters. Police Scotland, accused of actually 
committing a hate crime by sponsoring the posters, “investigated 
themselves” and concluded there was no case to answer. 
Barnabas awaits the outcome of a further complaint on how the 
original complaint was handled.

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart 

Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com 
Tel:  028 3832 4070 
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DOUBTS PERSIST 
OVER VINTAGE 
ORANGE SASH
A vintage lodge sash that featured 

recently on David Dickinson’s Real 
Deal antiques show on ITV (reported 

in last month’s Torch) has sparked some lively speculation on 
its origin. Clearly embroidered LOL 315, it was thought it might 
once have belonged to a member of Lisbellaw True Blues in 
Fermanagh. But as the sash was in the possession of a Liverpool 
family, was it more likely to refer to an English lodge that once 
operated in Manchester?

“It’s an attractive theory, but almost certainly mistaken”, says 
Bro Rev Richard Harvey, Grand Chaplain to the Grand Orange 
Lodge of England. Doubt arises from the sash’s inscription, Loyal 
Association of Orangemen. There has never been an Orange 
body in England of that name, Bro Harvey tells the Torch. Also, 
there are Royal Arch Purple emblems on the sash and the English 
Institution didn’t incorporate the RAP until 1913 – long after the 
sash’s presumed 19th century provenance. 

Is it possible the sash might have belonged to one of the English 
Institution’s two predecessor bodies? No again, says Bro Harvey. 
One, The Loyal Orange Institution of Great Britain, had regalia 
more akin to a scarf than a sash. The other, The Grand Protestant 
Association of Loyal Orangemen of England, used ivory-coloured 
regalia trimmed with blue, and there’s a historic reason for this. 
After the dissolution of English Orangeism in 1836, many lodges 
continued to operate, particularly in the north of England, 
concealing their identity until eventually emerging as The Grand 
Protestant Association. Both organisations united in 1875 to form 
The Loyal Orange Institution of England that we know today.

So did the Dickinson sash originate in County Fermanagh after 
all? Well possibly – except that we’re still left with that intriguing 
reference to Loyal Association of Orangemen. Who were they? 
Can any reader solve the mystery?

CARDINAL SIN

The ongoing saga of horrific child abuse within the Roman 
Catholic priesthood plumbed new depths with the conviction of 
Australia’s Cardinal George Pell, once the third most powerful 
man in the Vatican. Pell, who is on leave from his role as Vatican 
Treasurer, was found guilty by a Melbourne court of indecent acts 
with several choirboys under the age of 16. He has since been 
sentenced to six years imprisonment.

The offences occurred in 1996 and 1997 at St Patrick’s RC 
Cathedral, just months after he was installed Archbishop of 
Melbourne. When first confronted with the allegations back in 
2016, he dismissed them as “a load of garbage and falsehood”.

Once praised by Pope Francis for taking a responsible attitude 
towards the child sexual abuse scandals that have been rocking 
Rome to its dodgy foundations, Pell’s conviction came days after 
a summit meeting of cardinals at the Vatican. The gathering was 
supposed to be a signal to outraged Catholics that the Church was 
at last getting to grips with its own moral degeneracy. 

Before his return to Melbourne to face charges, Pell had spent 
three years at the Vatican as “Prefect of the Secretariat for the 
Economy of the Holy See”. He was one of the Pope’s most trusted 
advisers and had been handpicked to root out widespread 
corruption in the Vatican’s financial affairs.   
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Easter will be a nervous time for Christians in China. Estimated at 
60 million and growing, Christianity - and particularly evangelical 
Protestantism - has got the Communist authorities worried. 
China’s rapid modernisation programme that has buried dirt poor 
farms under gleaming new industrial cities has also produced a 
“dangerous” appetite for western standards of personal freedom 
and civil rights. This has spooked the old men at the top of the 
Communist Party who regard the current boom in Christianity as 
a threat to their iron control. 

While Chinese Communism is officially atheist, religious freedom 
has been enshrined in the constitution since the 1980s. But China’s 
concept of religious liberty requires churches to register with 
prying government bodies and church leaders not to question 
party doctrine. For years Chinese Catholics have been split 
between a state-supervised Catholic Patriotic Association with 
bishops appointed by Beijing and an underground church loyal 
to Rome. To the horror of many Chinese Catholics, the Vatican 
recently brokered a deal with Beijing that is an effective surrender 
to state control. “It’s an incredible betrayal” said Cardinal Zen of 
Hong Kong. “They’re sending the flock into the mouths of the 
wolves”.

With China’s 10 million Roman Catholics brought to heel, Beijing 
has turned its guns on its 50 million Protestants. Churches have 
been closed and Christian symbols destroyed in a strategy to force 
religious practice to become “Chinese in orientation”. President 
Xi Jinping has decreed that his government will “provide active 
guidance to religions so that they can adapt themselves to 
socialist society”.

Pastor Wang Yi

CHINA INTENDS TO 
REWRITE THE BIBLE

Pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu has 
experienced President Xi’s benevolent policy of “active guidance”. 
Just before Christmas he and his wife were arrested along with a 
hundred others from his congregation. Wang and his wife have 
since been charged with inciting subversion. The pulpit and cross 
have been removed from the church to adapt the building for its 
new state-approved occupants, a construction company.

Early Rain is just the latest victim in a systematic crackdown, 
fuelled by Communist Party paranoia over the rapid growth of 
evangelical “house churches” and their suspected links to the 
west. Professor Lian Xi of Duke University in North Carolina 
has been watching developments with growing unease. “The 
government has orchestrated a campaign to turn Christianity into 
a fully domesticated religion that will do the bidding of the party” 
he says. 

Less than a week after the mass arrest of Early Rain members, 
police raided a children’s Sunday School in Guangzhou. Officials 
also forbade the 1500-strong Zion Church in Beijing from 
gathering for worship after the pastor refused state demands 
to install CCTV cameras. What particularly alarms China’s ruling 
elite about Protestant Christianity is its libertarian principles and 
support for civil rights groups. Several of China’s leading human 
rights lawyers are Christians. “They have come to see the political 
potential of Christianity as a force for change” said Professor Lian 
Xi. “What really makes the government nervous is Christianity’s 
claim to universal rights and values.”

There’s not much that isn’t labelled “Made in China” these days, 
Bibles being a notable exception. These have always had to be 
imported under strict government controls. That may soon change 
with plans to produce an approved Chinese version “retranslated 
and annotated” that will conform to Chinese socialism and 
establish a “correct understanding” of the text. Not so much a 
version of the Word of God as a perversion!

Saturday
8th June

Royal Arch Purple Degree, 11am
Annual Lodge Parade, 3pm

Lodge meets 1st Friday of each month
(2nd Friday in January)

More information here: 

lodgesec700@hotmail.com
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PAST MASTER BILLY 
SMART HONOURED

At the AGM of Boyne Obelisk 
LOL 1690 held on 23rd February at 
Brownlow House, Lurgan, Bro Billy 
Smart was thanked for his service as 
lodge master and presented with his 
Past Master collarette. Bro Smart is 

pictured with Bro Edward Stevenson, Grand Master of the Grand 
Orange Lodge of Ireland.

CARLISLE LODGE DOES IT FOR CHARITY

Having raised over £2,000 for the Jigsaw Children’s Hospice from 
a trans-Pennine cycle ride, the Brethren of Abraham Acton VC 
Memorial LOL 572, Carlisle, have vowed to do it again – this 
time with a 115 mile charity cycle in June from Ibrox Stadium. 
Six lodge members are pictured here presenting the cheque to 
hospice nursing staff. The Brethren are Robert McSkimming, 
Kevin Watson, Chris Little, Walter Beagley, David Little and David 
Gibbs.

PUMPHERSTON GIFT
TO SAHARA TREKKER

The Brethren of Rising Sons of Carson LOL 178, Pumpherston, 
recently gifted £100 to Mr Colin Hannah who took part in the 
Sahara Trek in aid of the Michelle Henderson Cervical Cancer 
Trust. Mr Hannah’s son Dale is a valued member of the lodge.

LONG SERVICE
PRESENTATIONS AT BLANTYRE

Sixty years of dedicated service by Sis Linda Gourlay to Blantyre 
Bluebell LLOL 6 was recognised recently. Sis Gourlay, who received 
her 60 Years Service Medal and a beautiful floral bouquet from Sis 
Elizabeth Wilson WM, is pictured with other members of the lodge.

There were long service celebrations too at Thomson Memorial 
LOL 293, Blantyre, when Bro Richard Nelson was presented with his 
50 Years Service Medal from the Worthy Master, Bro Paul McNab.

 STIRLING GIFTS £500
TO PRIMARY SCHOOL

The latest benefaction from Stirling Orange Hall was a gift of £500 to 
Bannockburn Primary School Parents Council. The money will assist 
the project to create a new outdoor activity area for the children.

 PAISLEY 30 YEARS SERVICE

At a recent meeting of Enniskillen True Blues LOL 155, Paisley, 
Bro William Young (left) was presented with his 30 Years Service 
Medal by Bro Steven Ewing, Worthy Master. 
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EAST BELFAST LODGE VISITS LIMAVADY

The Brethren of Witherow Memorial LOL 1337 held their 
February officers installation meeting in the new Limavady Orange 
Heritage Centre. They were intrigued to discover among the 
centre’s collection of historic artefacts a pair of gavels inscribed 
“LOL 1337”. These turned out to have been donated from another 
LOL 1337 in Canada! Among the Brethren reinstalled were Bro 
William Cochrane, Worshipful Master, Bro Kirk McDowell, 
Secretary, Bro Harry Morrow, Assistant Secretary, and Bro Ryan 
McDowell, Treasurer. Following the meeting Bro Kirk McDowell 
led an act of remembrance at the centre’s Memorial Window. The 
Brethren then travelled on to Londonderry where they enjoyed 
an installation dinner in the Apprentice Boys Memorial Hall. 

65 YEARS HONOURED AT DUMBARTON
Bro Hugh Toole was an active 
churchman and Orangeman 
until advancing years began to 
curtail his mobility. His 65th year 
in membership of Vale of Leven 
True Blues LOL 176 was recently 
marked when a deputation of 
senior figures visited him at 
home to present a Long Service 
Certificate. The deputation 
comprised Bro Jim McHarg, Grand Master, Bro Ian Brown, District 
Master of Dumbarton No 27 District, and Bro David Thomson, 
Worthy Master of LOL 176.  

IRVINE HEARTSTART HEROES

The British Heart Foundation offers courses in emergency 
life-saving skills, including vital resuscitation techniques. Five 
members of Pride of Irvine LLOL 62, including Sis Elizabeth Howie 
WM, recently completed a course conducted by Bro Robert 
Swan, Depute County Grand Master. They are pictured with their 
certificates along with Bro David Cowan, District Master, and Bro 
Robert Campbell, District Secretary.

 INVERNESS “CASH FOR KIDS”
Bro Stewart MacColl of Inverness Star 
of the North LOL 700 is pictured with 
a lodge donation to the Cash for Kids 
Appeal by local Moray Firth Radio. 
Cash for Kids supports children who are 
disabled, disadvantaged or suffering 
from abuse or neglect.

70 YEARS SERVICE AT DRUMGELLOCH

Sis Anna Weir PM of Drumgelloch Bible & Crown LLOL 74 received 
the thanks and congratulations of the Most Worthy Grand 
Mistress, Sis Isobel Campbell, on attaining 70 years service. Sis 
Weir was presented with her 70 Years Service Medal and a lovely 
floral bouquet. Pictured (front row) are Sis Aileen Grieve WM, Sis 
Anna Weir PM, Sis Isobel Campbell, MWGM, and Sis Joyce Carr 
PM. Behind are Bro Scott Pritchard, ladies rep, Bro Robert Keeney, 
District Master, and Bro Ian Guy, DM LOL 6.

50 YEARS SERVICE AT COATBRIDGE

Sis May Paton PM of Sis Gallacher Memorial LLOL 184, Coatbridge, 
received her 50 Years Service Medal at a dinner dance held in 
her honour in Coatbridge Orange Halls. Making the occasion all 
the more special were Sis Isobel Campbell, Grand Mistress, and 
her husband, the Senior Depute Grand Mistress, two former 
Grand Mistresses and various members of the Ladies Committee. 
Sis Paton is pictured with Sis Lynn Fraser, WM, and Sis Kirsty 
Whiteford, DM.

PAST MASTER THANKED

It was a family occasion when Bro Ian Girvan, PM Sons of 
Conquerors LOL 162, received his Past Master collarette from his 
successor, Bro Grant Girvan. Grant is Ian’s nephew and the son of 
Bro Colin Girvan, SDGM.
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HOLD THE FORT

The following is Ira D. Sankey’s account of the amazing history of a 
hymn written by Philip P. Bliss titled, ‘Hold the Fort.’ Bliss was inspired 
to write this hymn from an incident that took place in the American 
Civil War.
As Union soldiers defended an important supply depot from a much 
stronger force of Confederates, they realised there was no chance of 
them holding out, until they saw a white signal flag in the distance 
and received this message from General W.T. Sherman:
“Hold the fort; I am coming.”
Bliss thought about the Christian remaining faithful to his post, in the 
knowledge that Christ is coming, and he wrote this uplifting hymn. 
In his autobiography, ‘My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns,’ 
Sankey said,
‘Mr. Bliss said to me once, not long before his death, that he hoped 
that he would not be known to posterity only as the author of ‘Hold 
the Fort,’ for he believed that he had written  many better songs. 
However, when I attended the dedication of the Bliss monument, at 
Rome, Pennsylvania, I found these words inscribed:

P. P. Bliss 
Author of ‘Hold the Fort’

‘The pine tree from which Sherman’s signal was flown was cut down 
a few years after the war, and was made into souvenirs, I receiving a 
baton with which to lead my choirs.
‘Hold the Fort’ was used frequently in our meetings in Great Britain 

during 1873–4. Lord Shaftesbury 
said at our farewell meeting in 
London, 
“If Mr. Sankey has done no 
more than teach the people 
to sing ‘Hold the Fort,’ he 
has conferred an inestimable 
blessing on the British Empire.”
‘On a trip to Switzerland, in 1879, 
I stopped over Sunday in London 
with the family of William Higgs, 
and attended morning services 
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 
While seated in a pew with 
Mrs. Higgs and three of her 
daughters, I was discovered by 
Mr. (Charles) Spurgeon. At the 
conclusion of his address he 

sent one of his deacons down to the pew, inviting me to his private 
room at the rear of the pulpit. There I was warmly greeted by the 
great preacher. In the course of our conversation he said,
“A few days ago I received a copy of a bill pending in Parliament in 
relation to the army, with a letter from a Christian gentleman asking 
if I couldn’t preach a sermon on this bill. I have decided to preach 
that sermon tonight, and I want you to come and sing, ‘Hold the 
Fort.’”
‘I replied that he was not a man to be denied; and although I had not 
expected to sing in public in London on this trip, I would gladly comply 
with his wish if I could have a small organ to accompany myself upon. 
This I supposed he would not have, as he did not approve of organs 
at public worship and never used one in his church; but he replied 
that when I arrived at the meeting there would be an instrument on 
the platform for me. In the evening, at the close of his address he 
announced that I was present and would sing ‘Hold the Fort’; and 
he asked them all to join heartily in the chorus. An organ had been 
secured from the Students’ College. When the chorus was sung it 
was heard blocks away. At the conclusion of the service Mr. Spurgeon 
exclaimed,
“There now, I think our roof will stay on after that!”
‘On reaching Switzerland I sang in many cities. Sailing across 
Lake Lucerne, and ascending the Rigi, there I again sang ‘Hold the 
Fort,’ much to the interest of the Swiss peasants.
‘An indication of the impression this and other American songs 
made upon the people may be seen in the case of the two actors 
who came on the stage in one of the largest theatres in England and 
attempted to caricature Mr. Moody and myself. The galleries struck 
up ‘Hold the Fort,’ and kept on singing the piece until the actors had 
to withdraw from the stage. On their reappearing, with the purpose 
of continuing the performance, the song was once again started, 
and continued until that part of the entertainment was given up. I 
have been informed that the cabling of this incident (to America) at 
the time it took place turned the attention of our countrymen more 
thoroughly to our work across the sea than all the reports previously 
sent in relation to the movement over there.
‘Dr (Reuben Archer) Torrey, on his return from England recently, 
called on me and told me that while he and Mr. Alexander were 
holding meetings in Belfast, one of the most enthusiastic helpers 
was a typical Irishman, well-known as an active worker all over the 
city. He was constantly bringing drunkards to the front and dealing 
with them, said Dr Torrey, and holding meetings in the open air all 
over the city. The story of his conversion was exceedingly interesting. 
At that time he was a prisoner in a cell in Belfast. The window of 
his cell was open. Mr. Sankey was singing ‘Hold the Fort’ in another 
building. There in his cell he accepted Christ under the influence of 
this hymn. I think he never saw Mr. Sankey in his life.’

Ho! my comrades, see the signal,  
Waving in the sky! 

Reinforcements now appearing,  
Victory is nigh!

“Hold the fort, for I am coming,”  
Jesus signals still, 

Wave the answer back to Heaven,  
“By Thy grace we will.”

See the mighty host advancing, 
Satan leading on; 

Mighty men around us falling, 
Courage almost gone.

See the glorious banner waving,  
Hear the bugle blow; 

In our Leader’s Name we triumph  
Over every foe.

Fierce and long the battle rages,  
But our help is near; 

Onward comes our great Commander,  
Cheer, my comrades, cheer!

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR 

THE NEW SEASON

Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories

Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins

All in stock at the 
best prices anywhere!

BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road

Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400

Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk
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ANYONE FANCY BEING
A LOYAL TRUE BLUE?

It might seem a ludicrous question to ask because, as 
members of the Orange Order, we already consider 
ourselves loyal true blues. But did you know there’s 
a distinctive branch of the Orange Order in Canada 

known as The Loyal True Blue Association? Founded 
in 1867, they were once more numerous than they are now.

Operating as a unique and self-governing branch of the Orange 
family, the Loyal True Blues have a rich heritage and an impressive 
history. Though the connection with other loyal orders is obvious, 
there is no requirement to be a member of any other loyal 
institution to join the LTBA. Membership is open to both men and 
women, the regalia is predominantly blue in colour, and there are 

three very beautiful 
degrees – the Blue, the 
White and the Scarlet.    

Time has not been 
kind to Canada’s 
LTBA. Membership 
is in decline and is 
predominantly elderly, 
which may result 
in the extinction of 
this honourable and 
interesting fraternity 
if corrective action 
is not taken. Among 
the solutions being 
explored is the possible 
introduction of the 
Loyal True Blues into 
the UK. An exploratory 
committee has been 

formed to gauge interest, and the LTBA Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Ontario has granted formal permission for a lodge of the Loyal 
True Blues to be established in Scotland.  

If you want to learn more and/or register interest in becoming a 
member, visit their website at:  www.LoyalTrueBlue.weebly.com

MPs DITHER ON BREXIT BUT CAN’T 
AGREE A PAY RISE QUICKLY ENOUGH! 

MPs who have subjected leaving the EU to almost three years 
of deliberate obstruction and procrastination have managed to 
deliver a 2.7% pay increase for themselves bang on time. The 
news will do nothing to restore public respect and confidence in 
our rotten political establishment. The pay rise will take effect on 
April 1st (sadly that’s not an April Fool joke). 

Vintage LTB banner from Ontario

STURGEON’S ADMINISTRATION 
MAKES A MOCKERY OF 

DEVOLVED POWERS

Should have gone to Specsavers. Maybe then Somerville and 
Sturgeon would see how incompetent they are

SNP activists will gather in Edinburgh next month for yet another 
show of fanatical devotion to Nicola Sturgeon and her lumpen 
administration. Among matters the party managers will be sure 
to keep off the conference agenda is a humiliating failure to take 
ownership of a clutch of social security benefits that Westminster 
has been willing to devolve to Holyrood since 2016. 

The SNP like to moan about how the UK Department of Work and 
Pensions administers these benefits, yet they’ve already delayed 
transferring them to Holyrood until 2021, citing their complexity 
and the need to set up a new Scottish benefits agency. Now 
Sturgeon’s Social Security Secretary, Shirley-Anne Somerville, 
has announced a further delay to 2024. But not to worry, at least 
they’ve come up with an impressive name and pretty logo for 
Scottish Social Security - Tearainteachd Shoisealta Alba. It’s good 
to know they’ve got their priorities right. 

8 years to take control of social security benefits? Isn’t this the 
team who told us back in 2014 it would only take 18 months to 
establish a fully functioning independent Scotland? 

COMPARETHEMEERKAT.LOL

Meerkats are famously sociable, but who knew they’ve joined the 
Orange Order? This cute character (Is it Sergei or Aleksander?) 
was spotted in an Asda store and was the cause of some hilarity 
on social media.
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IT’S THAT MAN AGAIN!
DAVID BRYCE PRODUCES BOOK No 18

Olympia House has become accustomed to hosting regular book 
launches for new publications from former Grand Secretary, 
Bro David Bryce HDGM. At the age of 92, David shows no sign 
of slowing down in his quest to provide the Institution with a 
personal perspective on Orange and Reformation topics. 

His latest work, Marching Beneath The Banner, is a record of 
the Tom Orr years (1974-83) when the Order developed the 
confidence and boldness to take on the Kirk, the BBC and a 
papal visit. The era also saw the worst of ‘the troubles’ when 
the Scottish Order provided support and humanitarian aid to 
beleaguered communities while facing down the activities of 
loyalist paramilitaries in Scotland.   

Three Grand Masters have chaired these book launches over 
the years, and this time it was the turn of Bro Jim McHarg to 
welcome Bro Bryce and his guests to Olympia House on Tuesday 
19th February. It fell to Past Grand Master Bro Ian Wilson to be 
the evening’s guest speaker while David himself introduced the 
subject matter of his latest offering.

Marching Beneath The Banner is available from the KBshop @ 
£2 (+ £1 p&p).

SQUEEZING THE MOST 
OUT OF THE ORANGE

by Bro Jonathan Macdonald

The much-vaunted Unpeeling the 
Orange outreach initiative on 

29th September in a Glasgow 
City Centre Hotel emerged as 
an excellent venture. The only 
caveat to that may or may not 
be justified by the outcome. 
The setting was first class (tick), 
the attendance looked to be very 

encouraging (tick), the speakers 
were of varied backgrounds but all 

were of high calibre and illuminating 
in their way (tick). 

Hitherto, the principal failing with our initiatives has been a total 
unwillingness to accord us a fair hearing, either via press releases 
or outreach projects. However, it must be said that some previous 
attempts to enthuse the membership and engage with outsiders 
have had the smack of amateurism about them. Worthy and 
well-meaning contributions, often from members who lacked 
the poise to rise above ‘preaching to the converted’ or engaging 
with our opponents and/or the vision to address the very genuine 
challenges that contemporary society poses for the viability of 
Orangeism. What we had at this event was, in my opinion, far and 
away the most sophisticated and professional approach to this 
issue so far. 

Excellent displays of Orangeism’s heritage were on hand. However, 
the most sophisticated aspects took place in the filled-to-
capacity lecture room. Expertly chaired by Bro Robert Walmsley, 
the opening speaker was Bro Ian Wilson PGM, on Orangeism’s 
international dimension. This was followed by an impassioned 
Orange CV by Bro Derek Menzies, SCGM of Central Scotland, 
then a take on the heritage of ‘Marching Bands’ by Bro Hugh 
Haggarty, the then RWCGM of Central Scotland. The Order’s place 
in the fields of diversity and civil liberties was presented by Tom 
Gallagher, Emeritus Professor of Politics at Bradford University 
and a practising Roman Catholic. 

This was followed by a presentation on the official disdain and 
alienation practiced by a salacious media and strident militant 
separatists by Dr Michael Rosie, Senior Lecturer in Sociology at 
the University of Edinburgh. Then came what was, in my opinion, 
the best and most relevant of all - an appraisal of our current 
place in society and a vision of the means for us to arrest the 
decline by Bro Mark Dingwall, Secretary of the Grand Lodge 
Training Committee (and since elected SCGM of Glasgow). 

None of the speakers was in denial that, purely in numerical terms, 
the Institution is not the force it once was. Non-members will be 
subtly less sorry about that than we would be. The traditional 
loyalties of people could not be relied upon in the way that they 
were a couple of generations ago. Demographic transformation 
and political correctness were responsible for that. We could 
probably go on for another twenty years more or less as we are, 
but change is strongly indicated.  
As a result of this excellent exercise, will we recruit any new good 
members, or possibly at least attract a fairer public perception 
and profile? That would be the true benchmark of success. 
Feedback has been positive; and membership inquiries have been 
received. It is very late, but as Bro Dingwall succinctly and perhaps 
presciently expressed, maybe not too late.

UNPEELING
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The Queen opens the Scottish Parliament, July 1999    
2019 sees the 20th anniversary of the Scottish Parliament, a 
landmark that is being marked with a year of celebration. Says 
who? The Scottish Parliament of course – the part time politicians 
who occasionally people the place and the small army of civil 
servants employed to do their bidding. 

Since 1999, when Her Majesty the Queen put the royal seal on 
Donald Dewar’s vanity project, Scotland has scratched around 
unsuccessfully in search of the ambition and ability needed to 
handle the issues devolved to Holyrood from Westminster. The 
parlous state of Scottish education, the NHS, the police, rail 
transport, public services and so much else speaks volumes for our 
failure to find much in the way of competence. That’s particularly 
true of the SNP’s dismal record in power when suspicion lingers 
that the Sturgeon administration is making a cod of devolution in 
order to stoke the case for full blown independence.

Just in time for the 20th anniversary “celebrations” comes claims 
from a leading architectural expert that spiralling maintenance 
costs on the ugly concrete and steel parliament building (£400 

Million over budget to build, you will recall) make it much more 
sensible to demolish it. In the building’s short life £11 million has 
been shelled out on repair and maintenance, currently averaging 
out at £141,000 per month. 

Architectural writer David Black is clear about what he would 
do with the costly monstrosity. “It undoubtedly has a host of 
problems which aren’t going away. Maintenance costs will 
inevitably increase, to a point where it would make much more 
economic sense to tear it down and redevelop the site, possibly 
around 2020. Water seepage into the basement is one of the 
problems I’ve been told about but there are plenty of others. 
We’ve had cladding panels move, a beam collapse in the debating 
chamber and windows cracking. This is a problem building.”

What are the chances that the pampered politicians who have 
proved so inept at governing Scotland will do the decent thing 
by the taxpayer and bulldoze the place? Practically zero, Mr 
Black ruefully acknowledges: “For purely political, face-saving 
reasons, politicians would put it on life support before giving in 
to the humiliation of pulling it down; plus, given it is essentially 
a concrete bunker construction, it would be fairly costly to 
demolish. The chances are, however, that the building will be a 
charge on our children and probably our grandchildren in terms 
of ongoing cost.”

Happy Birthday, Scottish Parliament. Shame we can’t say you do 
us proud.

HERE’S AN ANNIVERSARY FEW 
SCOTS WILL CELEBRATE

YORKSHIRE LODGE PLANS 
CHARITY CYCLE RIDE

Leeds Brethren at Thiepval
The Brethren of Bible & Crown Defenders LOL 81 in Leeds are 
planning to raise money for the armed forces support charity, 
SSAFA. Two members, Bro Peter Clark and Bro Chris Lockwood, 
accompanied by Chris’s daughter, will set off from the Provincial 
Orange Halls, Liverpool, at 8.30am on 25th May and cycle the 
towpath of the Liverpool-Leeds Canal. The journey will take two 
days, with an overnight stop at Burnley. 

The lodge would obviously appreciate support for this worthy 
venture from the wider Orange family. Donations can be sent 
online via https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/LOL81.

COMPANY OF WORTHY MASTERS 
ENROLS TWO NEW MEMBERS

Having proved their proficiency, two more lodge masters were 
admitted to The Company of Worthy Masters at a small reception 
held in Olympia House on 4th March. Bro David Barr (left) and 
Bro Robert Cook are pictured receiving their certificates from the 
Grand Master, Bro Jim McHarg. 
The next meeting of the Company will be held at Olympia 
House on Saturday 27th April at 11am to which all members are 
cordially invited
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THE GRAND MASTERS DINNER 2019
Friday 10th May 2019 - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

CAMBRIDGE SUITE
Double Tree Hilton Hotel, Glasgow

IN AID OF THE GRAND MASTERS SPECIAL PROJECT FUND
Speakers: John Gilligan • Bobby Tait • Paul Reid

This is a male only event

ONE SOLDIER 
TOO MANY

Just when we thought our national 
humiliation was complete with 
the shameful betrayal of Brexit 
by self-serving politicians, news 
came in that an army veteran is 
to face murder charges over the 
‘Bloody Sunday’ shootings 47 
years ago in Londonderry. 

A civil rights march in 1972 
turned ugly when a riot broke 
out in the Bogside. Troops from 
the 1st Battalion the Parachute 
Regiment were sent in to quell 
the violence. By the end of 

the ensuing chaos 13 people lay dead, with Para commanders 
claiming the victims had been armed and the bereaved families 
insisting they were not. 

The preferred republican narrative is that ‘Bloody Sunday’ was the 
point at which a repressive British State left them with no choice 
but to take up arms. Martin McGuinness was fond of downplaying 
his role as a Provo adjutant with claims that the IRA were “just 
like the boy scouts” until the army opened fire in Londonderry. 
But in fact the 12 months preceding ‘Bloody Sunday’ had seen 
1,756 shootings (including the murder in Belfast of three off-duty 
Scottish soldiers – no justice for them), 1,022 bombings, 493 
defused bombs and 489 armed robberies. Some boy scouts!

Former IRA bomber, Shane Paul O’Doherty, said that McGuinness 
himself was “almost certainly” involved in the murder of two 
RUC officers in Londonderry three days before ‘Bloody Sunday’. 
Tony Blair’s Saville Inquiry, the longest and most expensive legal 
investigation in British history, found that McGuinness had been 
armed with, and had probably fired, a submachine gun on the 
fateful day of the march. No charges, of course, just obscene 
posthumous honours such as the one from the benighted mayor 
of San Francisco.

Meanwhile, 18 army veterans have been under investigation 
by the Northern Ireland Public Prosecution Service which has 
decided to make a scapegoat out of Soldier F. 

“It’s one soldier too many as far as we’re concerned” said Alan 
Barry, founder of Justice for Northern Ireland Veterans. “It 
happened 47 years ago, a line in the sand needs to be drawn and 
people need to move on. Under the terms of the Good Friday 
Agreement veterans are being left open to prosecution while 
terrorists have been cleansed of their past crimes.”  

Will the prosecution of Soldier F at last quieten the clamour 
in the Bogside for “justice”? Pigs will fly first! Already there’s 
“terrible disappointment” that only one former squaddie, now a 
pensioner, will take the rap. The decision not to prosecute the 
others is to be challenged “by every legal means possible”. And 
so the well-oiled republican grievance machine grinds on and on, 
while the murders of army personnel, police officers and innocent 
civilians by the IRA go unresolved.

First the Brexit farce and now this – what a laughing stock this 
country has become.
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