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Irish Taoiseach Leo Varadkar is pictured looking on as Jean-
Claude Juncker reads an outsize ‘thank you’ card from an Irish 
admirer. The card thanks him for supporting Ireland in the Brexit 
negotiations and tells him “Britain does not care about peace 
in Northern Ireland”. Meanwhile Nicola Sturgeon was in North 
America funded by the Scottish Government on what was billed 
as a trade and cultural mission. In fact she spent most of her time 
doing what she does best - talking independence up and talking 
Britain down. 

She was even inside Ireland’s Washington Embassy heaping 
praise upon Dublin’s tough stance on the Irish border issue. Why 
should that be surprise us after Sinn Fein’s Mary Lou McDonald 
revealingly referred to the SNP recently as “our Scottish 
colleagues”? Sturgeon went on to tell The Irish Times that the 
Irish Government has no need to help the UK by being flexible on 
the backstop. “I think Leo has been very, very clear from day one” 
she said. “His position has been very consistent and his position 
has been backed wholeheartedly by the European Union.”

Siding with Ireland over the United Kingdom set the tone for 
much of her time in Washington. She delivered a speech on 
Brexit at Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security 
(whose Honorary Founding Chair is that other sore loser, Hillary 
Clinton). An audience of female academics listened politely as she 
delivered a withering attack upon Theresa May’s refusal to rule 
out leaving the EU without a deal. She said the UK Government 
should seek an extension to the exit date in order to reconsider 
leaving the single market and customs union.

The UK is “not remotely prepared to leave the EU” she declared. 
She should know, for she presides over an administration that 

STURGEON SIDES WITH 
IRELAND OVER BREXIT

is said to have misused £92 Million provided by Westminster to 
prepare for Brexit. Instead of using the cash for the purpose it was 
intended, the Sturgeon government is accused of using it to plug 
holes in the general budget and has yet to say how much will be 
spent on Brexit.    

Naturally, our referendum-obsessed First Minister went on to 
declare that a “better option is to hold a further referendum on 
EU membership.” And while we’re about it, let’s have another 
referendum on Scottish independence too! “I as First Minister 
have said I will outline my thoughts on the timing of another 
independence referendum in the next few weeks – once the 
terms of Brexit have become clearer.” This was vital, she said, 
as Scotland’s national interests are being “sidelined” by a UK 
government which treats Scotland as an “afterthought”.

What a litany of back-stabbing grievance! No wonder her sour 
little trip Stateside got less than a tickertape welcome – but when 
you’ve previously insulted the President of the United States, 
what can you expect? Her touchdown in Washington DC was 
greeted by a few minor officials. Even the Irish Ambassador was 
notably unavailable when she called, leaving the niceties to his 
deputy.  

Nicola will be disappointed that her grandstanding got sparse 
media coverage back home. What with “Salmondgate”, workplace 
parking charges, fatal infections in hospitals and Scotland’s 
teachers threatening to strike, the media clearly had more 
important issues to report on. 



LADY JANE GREY
ENGLAND’S NINE DAY QUEEN by Robert Watson

Feckenham tries to convert Lady Jane Grey
A new Hollywood blockbuster tells the tale - none too reliably - of 
Scotland’s tragic monarch, Mary Queen of Scots, whose fate is 
woven into the dramatic collision of religious ideas we call The 
Reformation. Mary’s turbulent reign brought her famously into 
conflict with her Protestant cousin, Queen Elizabeth of England, 
who dealt with what was widely perceived as a Catholic threat to 
her throne by having Mary imprisoned and then executed.

History largely paints the period as a tussle between two Queens. 
But in fact Mary’s 25 year reign (18 of those years spent in France) 
also encompassed the death of Henry VIII and England’s first 
truly Protestant monarch, Edward VI. In a period of religious and 
political upheaval, English Protestants would also suffer brutal 
persecutions from a vengeful Mary Tudor (‘Bloody Mary’) before 
Elizabeth finally ascended the throne in 1558. 

But, in a tumultuous period characterised by short reigns and 
religious ferment, even this is not the full story. Before Mary 
Tudor could claim the throne she had to eliminate a rival claim 
from another royal descendant of Henry VIII - Lady Jane Grey. 

SETBACK
The Protestant cause in England suffered a setback when it 
became clear that Edward VI, still in his mid-teens, was dying. 
The young monarch, whose zeal for the Reformed faith included 
making the famous Scottish Reformer John Knox a royal chaplain, 
was aware that his Catholic half-sister Mary was a claimant to the 
throne. In order to thwart Mary’s ambitions, he left a will naming 
Lady Jane Grey as his chosen successor.

Lady Jane Grey was the daughter of Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, 
and great granddaughter of Henry VIII. She was well educated, 
having received a grounding in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and was 
also a staunch supporter of the Reformed faith. One of her tutors, 
a Franciscan monk from Tuscany called Michelangelo Florio, 
abandoned Rome on hearing of Martin Luther and his views. He 

went on to be a passionate Protestant 
preacher in England and Italy. 

Jane married Lord Guildford Dudley, 
son of the Duke of Northumberland, 
who was Edward’s chief adviser. On 
Edward’s death she was proclaimed 
Queen by anxious Protestant 
parliamentarians hoping to avoid the 
reign of a Catholic monarch. But all 
too soon the Privy Council switched 
allegiance and declared for Mary 
Tudor.

That same day, just nine days after she had been proclaimed 
Queen, Lady Jane Grey was arrested along with her husband, 
charged with high treason and incarcerated in the Tower of 
London. On the day of Jane’s execution, Mary sent a Benedictine 
monk, John Feckenham, to try and persuade her to recant of her 
Protestantism. Jane’s response has gone down in the annals of 
the Protestant martyrs …

Feckenham: How many sacraments are there?
Lady Jane: Two; the one the sacrament of Baptism, and the 

other the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
Feckenham: No, there are seven.
Lady Jane: By what Scripture find you that?

Lady Jane’s reliance upon the inspired Word of God ought still to 
be the benchmark of Protestants in our time and generation. The 
Bible tells us twice (and when Scripture says something twice we 
should take note!): “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12 
and 16:25). 

Lady Jane Grey, the nine day Queen and Protestant martyr, stood 
before the execution block and recited from Psalm 51: “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loving kindness: according unto 
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.” 
Handing her gloves and handkerchief to her maid, she placed her 
head on the block and recounted the last words of Christ on the 
cross: “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit”.    

As for Mary Tudor, in a failed effort to snuff out the English 
Reformation she caused 280 Protestant martyrs to be burned at 
the stake. Among her victims were Latimer and Ridley, two bishops 
immortalised on many an Orange banner, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer.   
•• Robert Watson is an author and historian. Among his published 

works are ‘Of Glorious Memory’ and ‘Peden: Prophet of the 
Covenant’. He is available for interesting lodge talks on Reformation 
and Covenanting themes and can be contacted on (0141) 776 0115. 

“Bloody Mary” Tudor

United Free
Church of Scotland
Minister:  Bro Rev Jason Lingiah
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ALLOA MONCRIEFF
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All  Welcome
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“HOLY OUTRAGE, BATMAN!”

NEW COMIC MOCKS JESUS
We were convinced we’d stumbled upon a mischievous wind-up 
when we heard that DC Comics, home to Batman, Superman, 
Wonder Woman and many more fantasy heroes, is to launch a 
new comic featuring an all-powerful superhero whose sidekick is 
Jesus Christ. The storyline imagines that God was so upset with 
Christ’s earthly ministry first time round that he has kept him 
locked up ever since. But now God sees the rise of Sun-Man and 
sends Jesus back to earth to learn from him.

Six episodes are planned for the new comic, which is provocatively 
titled “Second Coming”, but more will follow if the story proves 
popular. DC Comics proudly parades the outrageous blasphemy 
on its website. “Witness the return of Jesus Christ, as He is sent on 
a most holy mission by God to learn what it takes to be the true 
messiah of mankind by becoming roommates with the world’s 
favourite saviour: the all-powerful superhero Sun-Man, the Last 
Son of Krispex”.

Shocked and offended Christians have been signing an online 
petition targeted at the executives and publishers of DC Comics. 
As usual it’s a civilised and muted response to what is an ignorant 
trivialisation of the Christian faith. Can you imagine the shrieks 
of outrage and death threats if DC Comics had dared to dish out 
similar treatment to Muhammad?

You can find the petition here: www.citizengo.org.

VINTAGE SASH SELLS ON 
DICKINSON’S REAL DEAL

“It’s colour co-ordinated, really!” 
joked the perma-tanned David 
Dickinson as he held up an 
embroidered lodge sash on his 
Real Deal antiques valuation 
programme. The sash had been 
brought to a session of his show by 
a Liverpool woman who claimed to 
know nothing about it, nor how it 
had come into the possession of her family. 

Guest antiques dealer, James Layte, called it “a very interesting 
historical item” and dated it late 19th century. Dickinson said 
he’d never seen an Orange sash up close before but rated it “a 
collectable item”. He added: “Looking at the quality of it and the 
way it’s produced, you couldn’t make it for less than a couple of 
hundred quid, if that.” The owner accepted an offer of £65 from the 
dealer who is said to have since sold it on to a collector for £100.

The programme excited a lot of comment online from members, 
who quickly identified the embroidered lodge number, LOL 315, 
as Lisbellaw True Blues in Co Fermanagh. But with the sash’s 
provenance being in the north west of England it’s thought more 
likely to refer to another LOL 315 which operated in Manchester 
under the auspices of the Grand Orange Lodge of England. 

ALL QUIET AT BRIDGETON
GRAND MASTER PRAISES MARCH DECORUM  

Olympia House flies the flag for Bridgeton’s Orangemen        

The first Orange parade to pass St Alphonsus Church since the 
notorious “spitting incident” last July passed off without incident on 
the morning of Saturday 16th February, despite threats to confront 
it with a large protest. The traditional route into the city centre by 
the East End Districts had been denied to the Loyal Orders while 
tempers cooled following the crass actions of a spectator, who had 
assaulted Canon Tom White at the door of his church as lodges 
were parading home from the Boyne Celebrations. 

The February parade notification by Bridgeton No 37 District got 
no objections from the City Council nor from the Police and, with 
Glasgow Archdiocese offering no comment, the stage was set for 
a welcome return to normality. Not everyone was pleased at this 
harmonious outcome, however, with various threats to mount a 
protest resulting in a substantial police presence. A small knot of 
women gathered at the church door behind the banner of Call it 
Out, a group agitating to have all Orange parades banned from 
passing RC churches.

Just along from the women stood a huddle of men in black 
hoodies, hiding their faces behind scarves and zipped-up collars. 
The meagreness of the turnout will have disappointed David 
Moxham, STUC Deputy General Secretary, said to be the author of 
a blog declaring that the parade route should not have been 
permitted and that he intended to be at the protest “in solidarity”. 

Both the Grand Master and the County Grand Master praised the 
dignity and decorum shown by the members of No 37 District as 
they marched past the protesters. Recalling the incident when a 
member of the public “crossed the line of respect and decency 
to cause an incident on the streets of Glasgow”, Bro McHarg said 
that Grand Lodge had worked tirelessly to counter every attempt 
to tarnish the image of the Order. “As recently as a few weeks 
ago we were fighting behind the scenes to have media reports 
changed where they were trying to connect the actions of this 
person directly to the parade.

“As an organisation we are fiercely proud of our culture, our faith 
and our heritage. But we must also be respectful of others who 
may hold different views. I would ask non-members who come to 
enjoy our parades to follow the example we set in terms of good 
behaviour. ”
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Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME

WHAT USE 
ARE THE 
GREENS?

Ross Greer has been in the 
headlines again, this time 
rubbishing the reputation of 
the great wartime leader, Sir 
Winston Churchill. On the 
anniversary of Churchill’s 
death on 24th January 1965, 
Greer took to Twitter to 
denounce Churchill as “a white 
supremacist mass murderer”. 
Not surprisingly, Greer’s 
repulsive tweet on one of the 

iconic political figures of the 20th century earned him a hiding. 
“And you are an MSP?” said former Labour strategist Mike Elrick. 
“There are kids at primary school with a better understanding of 
history.”

Lee Pollock of the International Churchill Society called Greer’s 
comment “unfair and derogatory”. Churchill’s attitude towards 
a famine in India during the war years is regularly criticised, he 
said. “It was a great tragedy, but to say Churchill caused it or 
encouraged it is factually incorrect”. The current fad for belittling 
historical figures and tearing down statues was “a cheap trick” he 
added. “You can’t label people in history based on one aspect of 
their lives. That is fake history, not real history”.    

The torrent of outrage will have thrilled Greer, whose attention-
seeking tweets have included gems like “Britain did not save the 
world, that is a horrendously warped view of history. Imperial 
Britain was happy to live with Hitler” and “I’m not exaggerating 
when I say that nothing would thrill me more than for Buckingham 
Palace to burn to the ground”. 

Greer is one of six Green Party MSPs currently propping up the 
minority Sturgeon administration. Not one of them wields political 
power as a result of having won an election – all of them are “list” 
MSPs, thanks to Holyrood’s absurd top-up system. Now that the 
Greens have once again rescued an SNP budget following a period 
of feigned reluctance, it’s worth asking the question: what are the 
Greens actually for? And why should we have to put up with a 
group of entitled snowflakes shoring up Sturgeon’s abominable 
administration?

HE’S AFTER YOUR 
HARD EARNED CASH

Scottish taxpayers, already 
the highest taxed in the UK 
thanks to the SNP, were dealt 
a further blow recently by 
Scotland’s hapless Finance 
Minister, Derek Mackay - 
three blows in fact, with 
local authorities now free to 
hike council tax by 4.79%, 
introduce a new tourist tax 
and impose a workplace parking levy. The parking wheeze had 
an instant impact upon the delicate pay negotiations of Scottish 
teachers when it sunk in that part of any pay increase would be 
snatched back in parking charges!     

Taxpayers in other parts of the UK, who are currently funding an 
£866million increase in the Scottish Government’s block grant 
from Westminster, must wonder how the SNP administration at 
Holyrood is so inept at managing its finances. Mackay is a notorious 
miser, starving the NHS, schools and local authorities of funds, 
underspending by more than £1 billion in each of the last four years 
while telling the easily fooled that it’s all the fault of Tory austerity.

Mackay needs extra cash for an MSP pay rise due next month. 
This will take the annual earnings of our wee pretendy politicians 
up to £63,579. He also needs money for Nicola’s overseas jollies 
and the pretentious offices and staff in Dublin and Washington. 
“Trade and cultural” trips, like the one to Canada and the USA 
that Nicola is just back from, don’t come cheap.

Mackay keeps cash in an “external affairs” budget to help pay 
Nicola’s travel bill. The £17.3 million currently set aside is due to 
increase to £24 million next year - money that a more responsible 
administration would surely be spending on health and education.

SNP ATTEMPT TO DENY
CIVIC RECOGNITION OF 
LODGE ANNIVERSARY

It’s standard practice in North Lanarkshire Council to recognise 
significant anniversaries of local community groups by awarding a 
grant to a maximum £500 towards the anniversary celebrations. 
But two SNP councillors took umbrage at proposed civic 
recognition for the 150th Anniversary of William Hazlett Memorial 
LOL 192, Bellshill. 

Lynne Anderson, who represents Stepps, Chryston and Muirhead, 
has clearly never forgiven the Order for taking a pro-Union stance 
in the 2014 independence referendum. “I consider them a political 
entity” she said. “A great deal of their social media activity is 
clearly anti-SNP”. Stephen Bonnar, who represents Viewpark and 
Tannochside, labelled the Order “outdated and outnumbered” 
and demanded that civic recognition be determined “on merit 
rather than precedent”. Their sour views cut no ice with the civic 
functions committee who duly awarded the lodge a civic grant.    

The spat hit the headlines, with Bro Robert McLean responding 
that “Orange lodges have been part of communities throughout 
Scotland for hundreds of years, long before many of the political 
parties we have today, so we are naturally delighted to be 
recognised in this way. It’s disappointing when we hear of a small 
minority who try to discriminate against us for their own political 
benefit, but we are pleased that common sense has prevailed on 
this occasion.”
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STURGEON SHOULD KEEP 
HER NEB OUT OF BREXIT

Nicola Sturgeon was “mistakenly” listed as a comedian on The 
Daily Show’s website ahead of a New York interview last month 
with Jon Stewart. It was no mistake – she is a comedian, and her 
comic turn is to call for not just one new referendum, but two! She 
wants the UK to hold another EU referendum on top of another 
referendum on Scottish independence. Sturgeon is the ultimate 
sore loser, but unfortunately nobody is really taking her to task 
for interfering in the Brexit process. Here are ten reasons why 
Sturgeon has no right to interfere with Britain’s exit from the EU …

1 She has no power on constitutional matters As First Minister 
at the Holyrood devolved assembly, Sturgeon’s competencies 

do not include constitutional matters, far less UK-wide issues 
such as leaving the EU. These are specifically reserved to the UK 
parliament at Westminster, which retains full and sole authority 
to legislate on Britain’s exit from the EU.

2 She has no mandate on constitutional matters Because 
these are specifically reserved to Westminster, a mandate 

can only be sought on them through a General Election. And 
the mandate given in the last General Election was a very clear 
one - 86% of MPs were elected on manifesto commitments to 
leave the EU, the Single Market and Customs Union, including all 
Conservative and Labour MPs.  By contrast as a devo-politician 
Sturgeon’s mandate can only include devolved matters given 
through a Holyrood election. This covers a wide range of issues 
including health and education, but it does not include a mandate 
on the Brexit process nor, for that matter, Scottish independence.

3 Here was a UK wide vote for a UK wide issue Britain’s exit 
from the EU is a UK-wide issue and is being implemented on 

the basis of a UK-wide vote. This refers not just to the Leave vote 
in the referendum of June 2016 but also to the overwhelming 
mandate for a clean Brexit given by the electorate in the 2017 
snap General Election. As a devo-politician whose powers and 
mandate are limited only to certain issues in Scotland, Sturgeon 
has no place becoming involved in a UK-wide issue.

4 The Scottish people voted to decide on EU membership on 
a UK-wide basis The decisive vote in Scotland to remain part 

of the United Kingdom in September 2014 was a vote to pursue 
a common national direction with the rest of the UK. It was well 
known at the time of the independence referendum that a UK-
wide vote on leaving the EU could be held shortly, and the Scottish 
people made their position clear - the Union that matters above 
all else is the one that binds our United Kingdom together.

5 More Scots voted Leave than voted SNP At the last General 
Election the SNP won 977,569 votes, a significant drop which 

saw them lose twenty-one of their seats in parliament; over one-
third of the total they had previously held. By contrast 1,018,322 
Scots voted to leave the EU in the June 2016 referendum. When 
more Scots vote to Leave the EU than for the SNP, Sturgeon’s 
idea that she has some sort of duty to block Brexit on behalf of 
Scotland is shown up for the nonsense it is.

6 Sturgeon’s pro-EU views don’t even represent her own party 
Not only do Sturgeon’s Europhile views fail to represent the 

diversity of opinion in Scotland on the issue, they totally fail even 
to represent the SNP grassroots. While almost every single SNP 
MP and MSP is pro-EU, or at least outwardly toes the party line, 
one-third of SNP voters voted to leave the EU.

7 Her interference damages the UK in the negotiations 
Sturgeon’s unwelcome and unjustified interference in the 

Brexit process, including a tour to meet European leaders and EU 
dignitaries, is a deliberate attempt to undermine the UK in the 
Brexit negotiations and to present an image of disunity to the EU. 
She’s not the only person up to this of course - Tony Blair has 
caused quite a bit of controversy recently by doing the same thing. 

8 She’s a hypocrite when it comes to “respecting devolution” 
Sturgeon has wrongly complained a lot about the UK 

government supposedly failing to “respect devolution” because 
of the impact of Brexit on devolved issues. Yet Sturgeon, a Scottish 
devo-politician, has repeatedly poked her nose into Northern Irish 
affairs, totally failing to respect Northern Ireland’s own devolved 
remit. She has called repeatedly for the United Kingdom to have 
an “open border” (a misnomer for what is in fact literally no 
border) with Ireland, and gone so far as to declare that the Irish 
Republic - a foreign state - and Scotland are allies over Brexit.

9 She’s a hypocrite when it comes to powers returning from 
Brussels One of Sturgeon’s biggest points of contention with 

the Brexit process so far has been over 111 powers returning from 
Brussels which she feels should go directly to Holyrood. It shows 
quite breathtaking hypocrisy for her to call this a “Westminster 
power-grab” when her position, as a Remain supporter, is for 
every single one of those powers to remain with Brussels!

10  She’s a hypocrite for supporting a so-called “People’s Vote” 
Sturgeon has said we need a “people’s vote” for the British 

people to decide if they would care to change their minds and 
remain in the EU. Ask yourself this: can you imagine the reaction 
if, following a Yes vote in 2014, unionist politicians had called for 
a “people’s vote” after two years of independence negotiations 
in order to reverse the Yes vote? The SNP would scream bloody 
murder. It shows how much contempt they have for British 
democracy that they are so hypocritical that they will do anything 
they can to reverse Britain’s decision to leave the EU.

There is no question therefore that Sturgeon has no right to involve 
herself in Britain’s exit from the EU. Sadly nobody is taking her to 
task because the Holyrood echo-chamber and the wider Scottish 
media and civil establishment are so hopelessly compliant they 
refuse to challenge her and indeed largely support her stance. 
We hardly hear a peep from the Scottish Tories when it comes to 
Brexit - perhaps because they continue to oppose a clean Brexit 
(almost all their MSPs and most of their MPs backed May’s deal) 
and stood quite literally shoulder-to-shoulder with Sturgeon over 
the issue to begin with.

There’s no point complaining about it if you keep voting the 
same people into power or if you are cowed by the old chestnut 
about “splitting the vote”. On the big issue of the day nobody is 
challenging Sturgeon and she is being allowed to set the narrative 
that Scotland is somehow united against Brexit. It’s an outrageous 
lie, and it’s time there was a political voice prepared to take her 
to task for it. 

•• John Mortimer is co-founder of The British Union and Sovereignty 
Party, a fresh political initiative that wants to restore the UK’s 
constitutional, economic, social and moral foundations. More 
information here:   www.unionsovereignty.org

by John Mortimer
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TORCH REPORT – AN APOLOGY

We’re proud to say The Torch doesn’t blunder often – but when we 
do it’s usually a corker! Last month we reported on £550 raised for 
the Home Fund by George Brown Memorial JLOL 18 of No 3 District, 
Glasgow. We wrongly attributed the feat to just one member, while 
actually there were five who took part in the sponsored cycle/
walk event, supported by all the other lodge members. To prove 
it, all five youngsters are pictured here proudly wearing their SOHF 
achievement medals. We apologise for our carelessness and for 
any unintended upset caused to the youngsters or their parents.

LONG SERVICE
AT HARTHILL 

Sis Allison Johnston, Worthy Mistress 
of Peden’s Memorial LLOL 20, 
Harthill, was just a youngster in 
JLOL6 when Sis Ella Duncan was 
Superintendent. Now she has had 
the pleasure of presenting Sis Duncan 
with her 60 Years Service Medal!
The lodge also awarded 50 Years 
Service Medals to Sis Lillian Johnston 
(below left) and Sis Nancy Milligan.

40 YEARS SERVICE HONOURED
Though housebound for 
several years, Bro William 
Hughes of James Rice 
Memorial LOL 168 has 
remained a full member of 
the lodge and retains a keen 
interest in all its activities. His 

dedication was recognised recently when a small lodge deputation 
called at his home, consisting of Bro Jack Lamont WM, Bro Robert 
Hughes, Bro Charles Lamont and Bro Bobby Gordon. Bro Gordon, 
who at 94 years is the lodge’s oldest member, had the honour of 
presenting a 40 Years Service Medal to Bro Hughes.  

DIAMOND WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY

Bro Hugh and Sis Elizabeth Wilson of 
Caldercruix recently celebrated their 
60th Wedding Anniversary. Sis Wilson 
has been a member of Daughters of 
William LLOL 198 for over 50 years 
and Bro Wilson will next year reach 
the milestone of 70 years membership 
of Caldercruix Truth Defenders LOL 
70. Better known to their many friends as Hughie and Betty, they 
are popular figures in the Airdrie area. Congratulations to both.

SPORTS DAY AT STIRLING

The annual inter-lodge sports day of Kenny Aitken Memorial No 
61 District was held on Saturday 26th January in Stirling Orange 
Hall. In a close-run finish the Brethren of Lord Craigavon’s Rising 
Sons LOL 114, Alloa, emerged the worthy winners. Bro George 
Jaffrey, District Master, presented the cup to the winning team, 
though in a day of fun and fellowship there were really no losers.

50 YEARS SERVICE AT GOVAN

Marking his dedicated service to the Loyal Orange Institution, 
Bro Jack Taylor, Worthy Master of Star of Bethlehem LOL 40, was 
presented with his 50 Years Service Medal by Bro Alec Cowie, 
District Master of Govan No 42 District. Bro Taylor (pictured left) 
has given a lifetime to Orangeism, first in JLOL76 then JuniorLOL4 
before his initiation into LOL 40 in 1965.
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PAST MASTER THANKED AT AIRDRIE

At the January meeting of Airdrie Victoria LOL 125, Bro Robert 
Bennett Jnr was thanked for his leadership during his term of 
office as Worthy Master and presented with a framed Past Master 
Certificate. Bro Bennett is pictured centre with his successor Bro 
Archie Hendrie WM (left) and Bro Robert Keeney, District Master.

BANNER BOYS 40 YEARS AT PARTICK
Here’s a couple of “likely lads” 
pictured 40 years ago when they 
proudly carried the banner of Sons 
of Glasgow LOL 50, Partick, on their 
first Boyne Celebrations as lodge 
m e m b e r s . 

Bro Billy Welsh is pictured on the left with 
Bro Robert Brownlie.
And here’s the pair again after receiving 
their 40 Years Service Medals. This time 
it’s Robert on the left and Billy on the 
right. Still carrying the banner then, lads?

ULSTER SCOTS CELEBRATION
AT CAMBUSLANG

The Cambuslang Ulster Scots Showcase was an outstanding 
success with a line-up of guest performers who made it a day 
to remember. There was music from the Pride of Argyll and 
the Queen Elizabeth Accordian Bands and the Derek Moore 
compilation of fifes and drums. There were also historical sketches 
by playwright Jonathon Burgess, country dancing from the Sollus 
Dancers, Bready, and contributions from piper Darren Mulligan 
and Matthew Warwick of the Ulster Scots Agency. Special guests 
included Bro Henry Dunbar, IPGM, Bro Eddie McGonnell, CGM, 
Cllr Russell Cleary and his wife Pam and Mr David Francis from 
Traditional Music and Dance of Scotland. One of the highlights 
was a sermon from ‘Governor George Walker’ on the Siege of 
Derry. Special thanks to Cookstown Sons of William Flute Band.

 AIRDRIE SPORTS NIGHT

Teams from 17 lodges battled it out for the spoils at the Annual 
Sports Night of Airdrie No 1 District. Fiercely competitive 
but always played in a spirit of good harmony, it was a hugely 
enjoyable evening for all concerned. Bro Robert Keeney, District 
Master, was on hand to present winners’ trophies to Bro Billy 
Johnston (LOL 19, dominoes), Bro John McPhail (LOL 6, darts) and 
Bro Davy Nelson (LOL 70. pool).

IRVINE BIBLE COMPETITION

Bro David Cowan, District Master of Irvine No 56 District, is 
pictured here with youngsters from JLOL 7 who contested the 
recent District Bible Reading Competition. 

PAST DISTRICT MASTER
OF EAST BELFAST

Having served 16 distinguished years as District Master of 
Ballymacarrett No 6 District, Bro Raymond Spiers received his Past 
Master Certificate from Bro Rev Mervyn Gibson, Grand Secretary. 
The presentation took place at the January meeting at which Bro 
Spencer Beattie, County Grand Master, and Bro Billy Mawhinney, 
County Grand Secretary, installed Bro Sam Sharkie as the new 
District Master and Bro Tam Boyd as Deputy District Master.

Tribute

Bro Barry Kelly
The Brethren of Lily of the Valley LOL 131 regret to intimate 
the passing of Bro Barry Kelly. Barry was a popular and valued 
member, despite serious disability and health issues of recent 
years preventing him from making the contribution he was 
keen to make. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
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NOT NOW, MY CHILD
Ira David Sankey was 
a Gospel singer who 
composed or arranged 
around 1200 hymns 
during his lifetime. During 
the American Civil War 
he assisted his unit’s 
chaplain in hymn singing. 
After the war he worked 
for the Internal Revenue 
Service, and also with the 
Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA). When 
Dwight Lyman Moody, an 
evangelist, heard about 
Sankey, he asked him to 

sing at his evangelistic meetings. In 1872, Sankey and Moody 
made the first of several joint visits to the United Kingdom. 
While in Edinburgh, they raised £10,000 to build a new home 
for Carrubbers Close Mission, and the foundation stone was laid 
while they were still in Scotland’s capital. Today, it is one of the 
few buildings on the Royal Mile still being used for its original 
intended purpose.

In his autobiography, ‘My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns,’ 
Sankey tells the following story ….  

A young lady of a titled family, walking one day along the 
Strand, saw crowds pushing into the large building where we 
were holding meetings. Following the crowd, she soon found 
herself seated and listening to a stirring sermon by Mr Moody. I 
also sang “Not now, my child” as a solo. The whole service much 
impressed the young lady. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, when Mr Moody invited all who 
desired to become Christians to rise, she stood up with hundreds 
of others, and later went into the inquiry-room and there gave 
her heart to God. When she went home she announced to her 
family that she had become a Christian, and they laughed her to 

scorn. After a few weeks she 
decided to leave her home and 
cast in her lot with those who 
were living for Christ. She went 
to Mrs Pennefather, and put on 
the dress of a deaconess. There 
she continued for over a year. 

One day, more than a year 
later, she received a letter from 
her father, a Lord of the realm, 
asking her to accompany 
him on a yachting trip to the 
north of Scotland. While on 
the trip she was successful 
in leading her father to the 
Saviour. Landing in Scotland, 
they found some friends from 

London in a little fishing village. On Sunday the question arose as 
to where they would attend service. They finally agreed to go to 
a neighbouring village where a visiting clergyman was to give an 
address. The young lady and her father were greatly impressed 
with the sermon. 

The next day when they returned to his yacht, his Lordship remarked 
that he would like to have that clergyman preach his funeral 
sermon. On the return trip the old gentleman caught a severe 
cold, and died soon afterward. The young lady communicated 
her father’s wish to the clergyman, and he conducted the funeral 
service. The clergyman became interested in the young lady, and 
sought her hand in marriage. After their wedding they moved to 
Scotland, residing on a large estate to which the clergyman had 
fallen heir. 

When Mr Moody and I were carrying on the campaign in Scotland 
we were invited to visit their castle. During our visit there we held 
meetings in the neighbourhood for the miners. At the suggestion 
of our host we used to go into the forest and cut down trees for 
exercise. Before leaving the estate each of us planted a tree near 
the castle gate, and the clergyman named one of them “Moody,” 
and the other “Sankey”.

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR 

THE NEW SEASON

Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories

Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins

All in stock at the 
best prices anywhere!

BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road

Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400

Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk

Carubbers Close Mission, Edinburgh
Not now, my child, a little more rough tossing, 

A little longer on the billows’ foam; 
A few more journeying in the desert darkness, 
And then, the sunshine of thy Father’s home!

Not now, for I have wanderers in the distance, 
And thou must call them in with patient love; 
Not now, for I have sheep upon the mountain, 

And thou must follow them wherever they rove.

Not now; for I have loved ones sad and weary; 
Wilt thou not cheer them with a kindly smile? 

Sick ones, who need thee in their lonely sorrow; 
Wilt thou not tend them yet a little while?

Not now, for wounded hearts are sorely bleeding 
And thou must teach those widowed hearts to sing: 

Not now; for orphans’ tears are quickly falling, 
They must be gathered ’neath some sheltering wing.

Not now, for many a hungry one is pining, 
Thy willing hand must be outstretched and free; 

Thy Father hears the mighty cry of anguish, 
And gives His answering messages to thee.

Go, with the name of Jesus, to the dying, 
And speak that name in all its living power; 

Why should thy fainting heart grow chill and weary? 
Canst thou not watch with Me one little hour?

One little hour! and then the glorious crowning, 
The golden harp-strings, and the victor’s palm; 

One little hour! and then the hallelujah! 
Eternity’s long, deep thanksgiving psalm!
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R.C. MAJORITY IN ULSTER 
IS AS FAR AWAY AS EVER

A Cambridge academic has taken issue with the oft-repeated claim 
that a higher birth rate among Catholics and higher emigration rate 
among Protestants will ultimately deliver a Catholic majority and 
a united Ireland. In particular, Dr Graham Gudgin, rounded upon 
the recent comments of Dublin economist, David McWilliams, that 
were recently given credence by the Financial Times and the BBC. 

“Almost all his figures were wrong or misleading” said Dr Gudgin. 
“The latest census figures clearly show that the percentage of 
the population who describe themselves as Catholic had peaked 
among those born almost two decades ago and has subsequently 
slowly declined. If this trend continues there will never be a 
Catholic majority. Since Catholic birth rates are now close to those 
of Protestants it seems likely the trend will indeed continue.  

“Moreover, 1 in 20 Catholics are now from Poland, Lithuania, 
Portugal and the Philippines. The future constitutional preference 
of these immigrants and their children is hard to predict. It is 
certainly wrong to accept McWilliams’ glib equation of Catholicism 
with Irish nationalism. The 2017 Northern Ireland Life and Times 
Survey shows once again that only slightly over half of Northern 
Ireland’s Catholics identify as ‘Irish’ and under half have an Irish 
passport. The proportion of Catholics who support eventual Irish 
unity is stable at 40%. Only 7% express a desire for immediate unity.

“We do not know why so many Catholics support Northern 
Ireland’s place within the UK, but we can guess that the NHS, 
free school education, a generous social security system and 
low-cost housing are all factors. McWilliams tries to argue that 
the Republic of Ireland is a much more successful economy and 
that its people are richer. He seems not to know that Prof John 
Fitzgerald of the Economic & Social Research Institute in Dublin 
(a more eminent economist than himself) has recently calculated 
that living standards are 25% higher in Northern Ireland compared 
to the south.”

Paranoia is alive and well within the Roman Catholic Church in 
Scotland. First we see the emergence of a new group in Glasgow 
vowing to confront “anti-Catholic bigotry and anti-Irish racism” 
by agitating to have all Orange parades banned from passing RC 
churches. Now we have the incredible situation where the Church 
itself, in all seriousness, has called for a ban on vehicle number 
plates it considers “sectarian”!

The cause of all the excitement was an advert on Gumtree for 
the registration plate S6 FTP. A Church spokesman branded the 
letters “offensive and intended as such”, and called upon the 
DVLA to “review its position since the letters concerned meet the 
criteria (of unsuitability) they have set”. The DVLA declined to play 
ball and said they have no plans to restrict sales of the plates as 
they are “not deemed unsuitable for release”.

An online search of registration plate sales revealed there are 
dozens of FTP variants available. Inidentally, it’s also possible 
to get LOL and RBP – would those of a sensitive disposition like 
these banned too? Meanwhile we’ve been pondering how an 
Orange parade passing a chapel might be said to constitute anti-
Irish racism? That must also be a puzzle to the Poles and other 
immigrants who make up many a Roman Catholic congregation 
these days.

GB MAN 1C

Through the eye of a needle
The material culture of the Orange Order

Iain Carlisle and Jonathan Mattison with an early lodge sash

A historic lodge banner from the USA

A new exhibition at Schomberg House, Belfast, features an 
outstanding collection of historic handcrafted items from all 
over the world. Banners, sashes, collarettes, tablecloths and 
handkerchiefs are among the display of stitched items associated 
with the Orange Institution down through the years.

Bro Jonathan Mattison, curator at the Museum of Orange 
Heritage, said: “We want to highlight the diverse nature of early 
Orange regalia, explain how it was made and the symbolism that 
is on display. We have a wide selection of textile items in our 
collection, from sashes to banners and everything in between.”

One of the exhibition’s prize items is a damask linen tablecloth 
once owned by King William III. The embroidered tablecloth was 
presented to William following his victory at the fortified Dutch 
city of Grave in 1674. The exhibition, entitled “Through the Eye of 
a Needle”, runs until the end of May.  

BAND REQUIRED
for 12th July 2019 in LARNE

Tildarg True Blues LOL 632, Sixmilewater 
District, require the services of a band for the 
12th July Celebrations in Larne     
Replies to: William Strange, 10 Grange Valley Drive,
  BALLYCLARE BT39 9HB
email: williamstrange20@hotmail.com
mobile:   07903 476 742

           9



MADE IN ENGLAND

Like Christmas, Burns Suppers seem to have expanded far beyond 
the official day (the 25th in both cases). The last of Scotland’s 
“here’s tae us, wha’s like us?” rituals were just petering out when 
national pride was deflated by shocking news – England can lay 
claim to the world’s first ever Burns Club! The revelation won’t 
have had Rabbie birling in his grave (the Scottish patriot was, after 
all, a committed unionist) but Scotland’s madcap tartan zealots 
were not amused. 

“Rubbish!” they wailed. “Everybody knows there’s a long-
established rivalry between Greenock and Paisley over which 
town has the oldest Burns Club.” These rival claims are familiar 
to Dr Clark McGinn, a Burns expert from Ayr. But as he was doing 
research for a new book* on the history of Burns Suppers, Dr 
McGinn was in for a surprise: “I discovered there was an even 
earlier Burns Club - in Sunderland.” Founded in 1804 it proudly 
called itself “the oldest Burns Club in existence” before going 
defunct in the 1850s. “It was resurrected in 1897 and closed 
forever in 2011” said Dr McGinn, “but it was undoubtedly the 
first”.   

Pride of place in every Burns Supper is the poet’s address “To 
a haggis”, extolling the virtues of a savoury pudding made from 
sheep’s heart, lungs and liver, onion and oatmeal, served up with 
bashed neeps and champit tatties. Once staple fare in poorer 
households, the dish is now considered a Scottish icon. But in 
more bad news for easily offended nationalists, along with Burns 
Clubs it’s now thought that haggis also originated in England!

·• The Burns Supper, A Concise History by Dr Clark McGinn is 
published by Luath Press, price £9.99

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart 

Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com 
Tel:  028 3832 4070 
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Scotland’s arty farty community is 
smitten with the idea of Scottish 
nationhood, so it’s no surprise the 
British Academy (the luvvies who 
massage one another’s egos with Bafta 
awards) has a tartan outpost. British 
Academy Scotland is yet another 
example of the trend for nationalist 
branding. The Scottish Baftas took place 
towards the end of last year in a posh 
Glasgow hotel. There to preen himself 
before a gathering of fellow luminaries 
was Alan Cumming.

As befits a shy, humble thespian, 
Cumming turned up in a loud evening 
suit made out of Royal Stewart tartan. 
It’s just one of several tartan outfits, 
shirts and shorts that Cumming owns. 
When he got to the microphone he 

delivered a fine example of Scotland’s 
friendly civic nationalism, joking that 
he’d based a recent Dr Who cameo 
of King James IV on Malcolm Rifkind 
and Michael Forsyth. “They’re from 
Scotland” he said, “but trying to pretend 
they’re from England with this strange 
hybrid accent”.

Cumming seems blind to his own hybrid 
accent which long ago lost touch with 
the Carnoustie he grew up in. These 
days he lives in New York with his 
‘husband’. From there, like that other 
exile Sean Connery, he lectures the folks 
back home on the need for Scottish 
independence. Such is his concern for 
our future happiness that he even tried 
to buy a flat in Edinburgh in 2014 just 
so he could vote in the referendum. He 
failed. How sad is that?

THE TARTAN LUVVY

Great Scott! Look who’s going

“Great Scott!”

Marty McFly famously went “Back to the future” with the help of 
nutty Dr Emmett Brown and a DeLorean car made in Belfast. The 
film trilogy was a time travel fantasy, but there’s nothing make-
believe about the plans for the future of the Imperial Grand Black 
Chapter. Property has been purchased and renovations are under 
way towards the creation of a new world headquarters in Loughgall.   Located near the centre of the conservation village, a Georgian 

building whose past life was as a coffee tavern and antiques shop 
is being refurbished and extended for a new role as home to the 
Royal Black Institution. When it opens next year the facility will 
house a commodious meeting room, library and exhibition area 
as well as administration offices. Sir Kt Rev William Anderson, 
Sovereign Grand Master, hailed the project as “one of the most 
significant initiatives ever undertaken” by the Institution. “Our 
planned interpretative centre will also open up the organisation 
to the wider community to learn more about our heritage.”

Loughgall is already a historic landmark, with Sloan’s House 
Orange Heritage Museum and the nearby Battle of the 
Diamond site and Dan Winter’s ancestral home. Now the area 
is sure to become even more of a magnet for visitors from all 
over the world.Exterior view of the proposed new Royal Black headquarters

Artist's impression of the meeting room

BLACK TO THE FUTURE!!!
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MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS 
ANOINTS STURGEON

There was lots of feminist love-bombing going on at the Scottish 
premiere of a new film on the life and times of Mary Queen of 
Scots. At a reception held in Edinburgh Castle, Saoirse Ronan, the 
actress who plays the monarch, reprised her role by losing the 
head over Nicola Sturgeon, another actress who plays at being 
First Minister of Scotland.

Dublin-raised Saoirse gushed: “I think Nicky Sturgeon is absolutely 
incredible. From what I’ve heard from friends up here, what 
she’s done for the country is unbelievable. It’s such a progressive 
country with its health service and education system. She is so 
personable, warm and passionate. She’s amazing.” “Amazing” is 
certainly one word to describe Ms Ronan’s take on Nicky, as are 
also “incredible” and “unbelievable”. 

The actress went on to reveal a personal view of Mary Queen of 
Scots that is at odds with history. “She was kind of killing it as a 
queen” she claimed and has been “totally misrepresented by the 
history books”. Why? Because men like William Cecil “had it in for 
her from the beginning and never saw her in a positive light”. Ms 
Ronan is sure her acting role will “set the world to rights”.    

Alas, the film has already attracted the odium of history scholars 
who have panned the film’s romantic take on the era. “Big on 
glorious costumes but light on historical fact” seems to be the 
general verdict. Reminiscent of Braveheart, in fact. Undeterred 
by such a minor consideration as historical accuracy, and no doubt 
flattered by the actresses’s blarney, Ms Sturgeon said she hoped 
the film would bring “much greater knowledge and awareness of 
the story of (Mary’s) life”.

Nicky should be careful not to form too close an association with 
an ambitious woman from an earlier age whose political scheming 
cost her head.

“Religious liberty for all” is one of the central planks of Orangeism 
and a guiding principle that the United Kingdom has shared with 
the world. This heritage of tolerance and freedom was forged in 
the martyr fires of religious persecution in the 16th and 17th 
centuries and has been a defining British characteristic ever since. 
But is it now in jeopardy from a growing tide of godless secularism 
and our own careless apathy? 

The Barnabas Fund is a UK-based charity that supports Christians 
who are facing discrimination and persecution because of their 
faith. As you might expect its main activities are focused overseas, 
particularly in Islamic countries. But now the charity is flagging 
up worrying signs that committed Christians are facing increasing 
victimisation and abuse right here in the UK.

Speaking at the launch of a new Barnabas publication, ‘How 
Britain led the world in developing freedom of religion’, Sir John 
Hayes MP warned that “the golden era of religious liberty may be 
coming to an end”. Appealing to people to “stand up for freedom”, 
Sir John said: “Religious believers are, once again, facing increased 
pressure to restrict their faith to the ‘private sphere’. We now see 
regular and increasingly unapologetic persecution of Christians 
who remain committed to Biblical teaching, refusing to bow to 
liberal, secular orthodoxies”.

Barnabas has also highlighted the bizarre discrimination being 
practised by the UK government against Christian refugees 
from Syria. Statistics obtained by Barnabas under freedom of 
information laws show that the Home Office has repeatedly failed 
to give sanctuary in Britain to a fair proportion of Christians, 
Yazidis and Druze, discriminating in favour of Muslims. Of 4,850 
Syrians admitted to the UK in 2017 only 11 were Christians.   

·• The UK is not the only western government to operate a 
discriminatory refugee policy against Christians. Barnabas 
reports that, of 277 Syrian refugees resettled in New Zealand 
in 2018, there wasn’t a single Christian.

A GRIEVANCE TOO FAR
Douglas Chapman is SNP MP for 
Dunfermline & West Fife. He got himself 
into a grievance frenzy recently over the 
head of a new whisky. An Fear Ciuin (The 
Quiet Man) has been launched as an 
8 year old single malt and also as a 
blend. By all accounts it’s a decent 
dram, but it’s not the drink’s quality 
that attracted Chapman’s ire. He 
was raging at the UK government 
for promoting the product abroad as 
British. “They think by undermining 
Scotland it saves their precious 
union” he seethed. An Fear Ciuin is 
produced in Northern Ireland.
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