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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”

( P s a l m 11 9 v 1 0 5 )

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

extension was arranged was, he says, “highly unsatisfactory” and
“arguably illegal”.
Meanwhile, where does the constitutional squabbling leave our
head of state? In all the bickering in parliament and grovelling in
Brussels, has anyone given a moment’s thought to Her Majesty
the Queen? Someone who has is Lord James of Blackheath, a
former businessman and corporate troubleshooter. He warns
that remaining in the EU, even if only in temporary transition, will
see the UK trapped by new moves to further usurp the sovereign
status of member states.

With Theresa May out of the room, leaders of the other 27 EU
states debated whether they would be graciously pleased to cut
the United Kingdom some slack on our lawful leaving date of 29th
March. There was never any doubt they would – not because of
the grossly exaggerated fears of the UK “crashing out” with no
deal, but because they hope our warring politicians will eventually
pass May’s woeful “deal” or, better still, scrap Brexit altogether.
In an unforgivable act of national humiliation, the Prime Minister
went cap in hand to plead for an extension until 30th June. How
magnanimous of them to grant an additional four months to 31st
October. No doubt they thought it was devilish clever to choose
Hallowe’en, but the joke might yet be on them. The date marks
the anniversary of an earlier British victory over European tyranny
– The Battle of Britain. After three and a half months of seeing his
Luftwaffe pounded by Spitfires and Hurricanes, Hitler was finally
forced to abandon his plan to subjugate Britain.
Back in January, a “production error” on BBC News famously
reported one of Theresa May’s forlorn bids to renegotiate with
the EU with film footage of Spitfires. It’s probably a forlorn hope
that May could yet be the Churchill of our day. The great orator
had “nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat”. Theresa
May also had some masterful phrases - “Brexit means Brexit”, “No
deal is better than a bad deal” and “the UK will leave the EU on
29th March”. But whereas Churchill delivered, May capitulated.
Her “deal” is not merely bad, it’s truly awful. It would lock the UK
into EU laws and institutions for years to come.
Now that Hotel California* has extended our stay by seven months
(entailing pointless European elections at a cost of £100 million)
serious doubts have been raised over its legality. Bill Cash MP, who
has threatened court action, said: “It is a fundamental principle of
British constitutional law that the Government may not use its
powers – including powers to make international agreements –
so as to frustrate the intention of parliament.” A former appeal
judge, Sir Richard Aikens, agrees. The way in which the Article 50

Once the Queen’s role is abrogated and her oath of office to
uphold the 1689 Bill of Rights corrupted, Britain will cease to be
a constitutional monarchy in all but name. And to think we were
told back in 1973 that we were just joining a common market.
•• “Hotel California”, a song by the Eagles, was a place “you can
check out anytime you like, but you can never leave”

All is ready for the MAINTAIN THE UNION rally and march on
Saturday 18th May. The Grand Master has called for a big show
of support for this public demonstration by British Together and
other unionist groups.
The Order has assisted with arrangements and will provide
stewarding, but this is NOT an Orange event. No colours are to
be worn and there will be no bands. This is a family gathering
and concerned unionists of all creeds and colours are welcome
to take part. A quantity of large Union Flags and Saltires will
be available, but please also bring your own (unmarked) flags.
Stewards will be clearly identified with blue hi-viz tabards
bearing the British Together logo.
Participants should gather in George Square for 10am when
there will be a short public meeting addressed by a guest speaker.
The march will begin leaving the square at 10.30am, heading
for Glasgow Green via St Vincent Place, St Vincent Street, Hope
Street, West George Street, George Street, High Street and
Saltmarket. The rally will disperse at the Dalton Fountain.
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MEDIA MISCHIEF MAKERS
MAKE AN EARLY START

It was still only April, but already mischief was afoot in the tabloids.
Notification of this July’s Glasgow Boyne Celebrations triggered
indignation over lodge parades scheduled to pass St Alphonsus
church – scene of last year’s deplorable spitting incident.
Canon White’s cherubic face was once more in print as The Sun
fretted over a parade it claimed would involve lodges “from across
the city” and take place “ahead of the lodges’ July 12 celebrations”.
In fact the parade in question only involves the local East End
lodges heading home from the annual Boyne Celebrations – just
as they’ve done every year for well over a century.
If The Sun gets an award for emotive and inaccurate journalism, the
prize for dogged persistence must surely go to the Evening Times.
Over several days the Boyne Celebrations were scrutinised and
dissected (even providing a helpful map of all the affected streets),
alongside an unrelated parade by an Apprentice Boys club.
Tabloid
mischief-making
isn’t confined to Glasgow
and can be aimed at even
the most innocuous event.
Inverness has an Orange
Lodge and an Apprentice
Boys club. Both are thriving
and have paraded regularly
through the city streets. That
fact didn’t deter a journalist
from the Press & Journal
who dished out some
unwarranted abuse two
days before a recent parade
(left) by the members of
Inverness Campsie Club.
Beneath
an
emotive
headline: PARADE DIVIDES
INVERNESS, the journalist
(whose newspaper stakes a claim to “accuracy, honesty and
fairness”) had to plunder social media to support her piece with
anonymous vitriol. That’s because neither Highland Council nor
the police were opposed to the parade and there had been no
objections from anyone else. To nobody’s surprise the parade was
a success. Or, as the Press & Journal later conceded, it “passed off
without incident”.
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ENGLISH ORANGEISM GRIEVES
ITS GRAND LODGE HISTORIAN
Michael Phelan, Historian to the Grand
Orange Lodge of England, has died at the
age of 69 from oesophageal cancer. Well
known and respected throughout the
Orange world, Michael was a familiar face
at every Imperial Orange Council. Sadly,
deteriorating health caused him to miss the
Edinburgh Council sessions.
A Yorkshireman from Sheffield, he was that rarity with no family
connections with the Order to kindle his interest. He was a
committed Christian from the age of 14 when he was received
into the Baptist Church by the Rev David Neil, a native of Glasgow.
It wasn’t until ‘the troubles’ that he developed a powerful
sympathy for Ulster Protestants and their plight at the hands of
republican terrorists.
In 1972 he came across an interview in the local press and was
surprised to discover there was an Orange Lodge in Sheffield.
He made enquiries and, on 17th March 1973 was initiated into
membership of John E Bingham LOL 844. It was an exciting time
of growth for the lodge, gaining new members in Tony Pearson,
Neil Cadman, Frank Shaw and Rev Richard Harvey who would
go on to become Grand Chaplain. Following much encouraging
activity during which the old Northern Province was successfully
revived under the leadership of Don Middleton, Michael moved
with his family to a quiet commuter town just north of London
and transferred his membership to William Alexander Memorial
LOL 1689 in the city.
In 1992 he was appointed Grand Lodge Historian. So began a
fruitful time of research and the acquisition of historical books,
documents and lodge memorabilia. He also served for six years as
Grand Secretary as well as being an active member of the Royal
Black Institution and the Apprentice Boys. Michael’s passing will
be felt most by his loving wife, Sue, and their two sons. But he will
also be sorely missed by his many friends in the Orange Institution
who held him in high regard.
With the kind permission of his family and the Grand Orange Lodge
of England, Michael’s extensive library and collection of historical
artefacts will go on display in the Richard Cameron Library at
Olympia House as the Michael Phelan Memorial Collection.

DRACONIAN “HATE CRIME”
PROPOSALS QUASHED
A plan by the Sturgeon administration to introduce new punitive
legislation against so-called “hate crime” has been curbed by the
Court of Appeal. The Christian Institute challenged the proposed
new powers when they were first mooted two years ago, arguing
that they would constitute unacceptable restrictions on religious
liberty and freedom of speech. The proposals were so bad that
the Human Rights Commission, the Charity Commission and
Equity also weighed in with objections.
Notable for their silence was the Roman Catholic Church in
Scotland. So fond had they become of portraying themselves as
victims of sectarian abuse, they were blind to how the new “hate
crime” proposals would impact upon them. When realisation
finally dawned, they lodged objections just before the February
closing date - their media office making an unconvincing
statement about having a commitment to religious liberty. The
Court of Appeal ruled that some of the proposed “hate crime”
guidance would have violated free speech and been unlawful.

CHIEF MAMMY KNOWS BEST

Sturgeon dismisses the fears of education experts

Gayle Gorman is Chief Executive Officer of Education Scotland, a
Scottish Government agency tasked with improving the quality
of our education system. So when she warns (as head teachers
also do) that teacher shortages are limiting the choice of subjects
available to pupils in schools across Scotland, she should be
listened to, right? Wrong!
The First Minister, who clearly knows far better than her own
education expert and mere heads teachers, declared “We have
the highest number of teachers in our schools now since 2010.
We have the highest number of primary school teachers since
1980. We also see record numbers going into university, including
record numbers from our deprived areas going into university, so
these are all positive developments.”
Her apparent indifference to the current crisis facing Scottish
education led her political opponents to accuse her of being “in
complete denial” that there is anything wrong.

ROYAL BLACK GIFTS £77,500

The latest fundraising effort of the Royal Black Institution in
Ireland has resulted in a magnificent £77,500 gifted to the Child
Evangelism Fellowship. Sir Kt Rev William Anderson, Sovereign
Grand Master, praised the endeavours of the membership and
declared that their generosity would leave a lasting legacy for
future generations.

POLL REVEALS
THE INDY DREAM
SLIPPING AWAY

“Must try harder” must surely be the new motto for the
SNP’s former Westminster leader, Angus Robertson. His new
pro-independence organisation, Progress Scotland, had just
commissioned its very own opinion poll and the findings may just
have put the final nail in the coffin of Indyref2.
40% of voters “completely support Scotland staying part of the
UK”, compared with 24% who “completely support Scotland
becoming independent”. Even worse for the ‘Yessers’, 17% of
voters who backed ‘Yes’ in 2014 would now support Scotland
remaining in the UK, while just 3% of ‘No’ voters would now
defect to ‘Yes’. The figures are even more stark for the separatists
when the “don’t knows” are stripped away, leaving 65% in favour
of the Union against 37% wanting independence.
Nicola Sturgeon has constantly teased her fans with the prospect
of Indyref2 while coyly declining to name the day. While impatient
‘Yessers’ have clamoured for the starting bell, roared on by Patrick
Harvie and his Green fruitcakes, Nicola let it be known she wanted
to see a significant shift of opinion in the order of 60% before
risking all. Well now she’s got it (and from a pro-independence
organisation at that), only it’s the Union that’s sitting pretty on 65%!

WHITE AS SNOW

He said: “Our partnership with CEF serves as a further extension
of both our Christian and well-established charitable outreach.
We are thrilled to support such an exciting venture which will
enrich the lives of children across Northern Ireland and beyond,
availing of the marvellous new proposed camp and conference
facilities in Kilkeel.
“I would like to publicly express my gratitude and appreciation to
every individual, preceptory and district who pledged money to
our CEF appeal. As a Christian organisation with a track record of
philanthropy, our members have once again demonstrated great
compassion and kindness.” This latest achievement takes the
total raised by the Royal Black Institution for good causes since
2002 over £800,000.

Reporting for Channel 4 News on the recent pro-Brexit march in
London, Jon Snow crudely tried to tar the event as extreme-right
racist by saying he had “never seen so many white people in one
place”. Is that right, Jon? Above is a picture of the Glastonbury
Festival, a magnet for entitled white middle class lefties. It’s where
Jon Snow is alleged to have joined in with a pro-Corbyn chant of
“F**k the Tories”. See how many black faces you can you spot.
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SAVANNAH

POLITE TOWN OF THE AMERICAN SOUTH WHERE THE ANCIENT ORDER
OF HIBERNIANS MARCH TO THE SOUND OF PROTESTANT FLUTES

Band members relax on Savannah boardwalk
Kenny Porter, who has been bandmaster for 43 years, described
the trip as a “once in a lifetime experience. Although we have had
the great honour and privilege of playing at the Menin Gate in
Ypres on two occasions, to play in the United States and showcase
our heritage and culture, not only with our kinsfolk, but everyone
we came into contact with, was momentous. It’s something which
we as a band will never forget.”
……………………………………………………………………………
On parade in downtown Savannah
The historic US town of Savannah in Georgia is the very essence
of southern gentility. The streets of downtown are lined with
fine antebellum mansions and peopled with gracious men who
tip their hats politely to passing ladies. The town also boasts the
second biggest St Patrick’s Day parade in the USA after New York.
300,000 visitors were expected at this year’s event, which owes its
popularity as much to Savannah’s balmy Spring climate as it does
to Irish immigration. Among the visitors was a 30 strong contingent
from County Tyrone – members of the Omagh Protestant Boys
Flute Band. Invited to participate by the Ulster Scots Agency, the
band members were proud to be standard bearers for America’s
significant “Scotch Irish” heritage. During a five day visit, the band
entertained bystanders to an impromptu performance in front of
the fine Palladian portico of one of the town’s leading churches
– Savannah Independent Presbyterian – whose elegant façade is
emblazoned “Church of Scotland”.

A warm welcome to Savannah The band plays on the church
Presbyterian Church
steps
The band was also honoured to participate in the Sgt William
Jasper Memorial Ceremony, organised each year by the US military
in remembrance of a hero of the 1779 Siege of Savannah. The
band’s distinctive Royal Marines tunics and white pith helmets
were a hit everywhere they went, as was their deportment and
playing ability. On the big day itself the band was cheered through
the streets, especially when they broke into “Dixie” in their set of
American civil war tunes. Also in the big parade was the Savannah
branch of the Ancient Order of Hibernians who were not merely
unfazed by the presence of an Ulster Protestant flute band but
thoroughly enjoyed their music. At the end of the event the band
was awarded the trophy for “Best on Parade”.
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MEANWHILE IN NEW YORK

Lacking both the civility and the warm sunshine of Savannah, New
York’s St Patrick’s Day parade chittered down Fifth Avenue in an
extravagant show of Irish tricolours and tartan that Americans
have convinced themselves must be Irish if it’s green! There seems
little prospect of the AOH in New York inviting an Ulster Protestant
band to join its annual show as their event is still firmly wedded
to militant Irish Republicanism. As usual, guests from Sinn Fein
were feted as heroes, with party president May Lou McDonald
posing for pictures (above). Her behaviour was condemned by
the Irish Foreign Affairs Minister, Simon Coveney, who tweeted:
“Mary Lou McDonald this is not leadership. It’s offensive, divisive
and an embarrassment. Grow up, this is not Ireland in 2019, we
are better than this!”

Things were no better in Belfast, where some of Mary Lou’s
Supporters were setting fire to Union Flags. Well done the Omagh
Protestant Boys for giving Sinn Fein a lesson in mutual recognition
and respect.

LODGE RALLIES ROUND STRICKEN
MASTER AND HIS FAMILY
The Brethren of LOL 240 record their thanks to all lodges and
individuals who gave so liberally to the Richard Smart Appeal.
Also to the Pride of Govan flute band and others who made such
a success of the fund raising event, and to Bro John Deacon for
his amazing generosity.
Lizzie writes: We are blessed to have had his
presence in our lives. Losing Richard has been a very
painful experience and the support from members
of the Loyal Orange Institution has been a great
help. Thank you for being there when we needed
you most.
Love from Lizzie, Ellie & Molly.

Bro Richard Smart receives his Past Master Diploma
from the Grand Master

IS THIS WHY THE UK ADMITS
SO FEW CHRISTIAN REFUGEES?

In an exceptional display of Christian love and compassion, a
Fife lodge stepped up to the plate when their lodge Master was
diagnosed with a brain tumour. Bro Richard Smart Jnr was just six
months in office when he received the shattering news. Surgery
quickly followed, and at first the doctors were optimistic they
had caught the tumour in time. Sadly, further tests revealed that
Richard’s tumour had spread and was more aggressive than at
first thought. Further surgery was followed by chemotherapy. But
it was soon apparent that his cancer was terminal.
The news was devastating for his wife Lizzie, and his children,
Ellie and Molly. It was also a profound shock to the Brethren of
East Fife Protestant Defenders LOL 240 and to Richard’s many
friends. With the family facing the additional burden of daily
travel to hospital in Edinburgh, the lodge stepped in with financial
assistance. An appeal to “Make a difference – help a friend” drew
amazing support for a major fund raising event that was held in
October. The ladies of LLOL 234 organised a raffle with quality
prizes gifted by themselves and from the Buckhaven & Methil
Rangers Supporters Club. The Brethren of LOL 239, Kennoway,
set up a fun casino in the adjacent hall, and Pride of Govan flute
band not only performed at their own expense but also made a
generous donation.
Richard was now spending more and more time in hospital. His
precious days at home with the family were being hampered by
a decline in his mobility. Once again the Brethren stepped in to
resolve issues with getting up and down stairs. They also upgraded
the shower room with disability handrails. As Richard’s condition
continued to worsen, thoughts turned to his young family. Grand
Lodge granted permission for a general appeal, which received a
heart warming response from lodges throughout Scotland.
Just before Richard took ill it had been his intention to install
double glazing to his house. On learning of this, Bro John Deacon,
Past Master of LOL 66, Kirkcaldy, moved in with his team of
joiners to supply and install new windows throughout at no cost
– an incredibly generous gesture. Sadly, Richard was only to see
photos of John’s work as he was never to be home again from
hospital. He passed into the presence of his Lord and Saviour on
16th November at the young age of 42.

March Torch commented on an apparently discriminatory policy
towards Christian refugees. We reported that official government
figures showed that, of 4,850 Syrian refugees admitted to the UK
in 2017, just 11 were Christians. All the rest were Muslims. Now
the aid agency Barnabas, which champions persecuted Christians
throughout the world, has published an astonishing exchange
between an Iranian refugee and an official from the Home Office.
Along with notification that his claim had been refused came a
lecture from the Home Office mocking his decision to convert from
Islam to Christianity. The response, described as “unbelievably
offensive” by the applicant’s immigration caseworker, quoted
excerpts from the Bible as evidence that Christianity is “filled with
imagery of revenge, death, destruction and violence.” The lawyer
representing the asylum seeker was shocked: “Whatever your
views on faith, how can a government official arbitrarily pick bits
out of a holy book and then use them to trash someone’s heartfelt
reason for coming to a personal decision to follow another faith?”
The Home Office has form where Christian asylum seekers are
concerned. Another Iranian convert to Christianity received this
snide response: “You affirmed in your asylum interview record
that Jesus is your saviour, but then claimed that he would not be
able to save you from the Iranian regime. It is therefore considered
that you have no conviction in your faith and your belief in Jesus is
half-hearted.” Reacting to these shocking disclosures the Bishop
of Durham, Rev Paul Butler, said they betrayed a serious problem
in the ethos and management structures of the Home Office, as
well as a profound Biblical illiteracy among civil servants.
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GOLDEN WEDDING AT MUSSELBURGH
50 YEARS ON THE DRUM

Congratulations to Billy and
Irene Buchanan on their Golden
Wedding Anniversary. Billy is
lodge secretary of Sons of the
Reformation LOL 270 and Irene
is a member of Daughters of
the Reformation LLOL 105.

PRESENTATIONS AT LARKHALL

There was a packed house in Drumchapel Orange Hall on Friday
1st March to see one of Scotland’s most sought-after lecturers
receive his 50 Year Service Medal from Bro Eddie McGonnell,
RWCGM. The event honoured Bro Gordon Riach, HDCGM, for his
contribution not just to the lecturing fraternity but to Orangeism
as a whole. Bro Gordon Riach joined the Loyal Orange Institution
of Scotland in 1969 as a fresh-faced young man and rose through
the ranks to eventually become District Master of Drumchapel No
57 District, a job he has done on more than one occasion and
from which he only stepped down recently.
Quite simply, he has been a mainstay for Orangeism in
Drumchapel, guiding it for many years through good and bad.
You would struggle to find a more tireless worker for the Loyal
Orange Institution than Bro Riach. Gordon has also been there
to bring the younger Brethren through the other side in his role
as lecturer and we all owe him a huge debt of gratitude for that.
At the conclusion of the evening Bro Riach, in one of his many
unselfish acts, donated £700 to Glasgow Children’s Hospital
Charity for which he had raised the funds himself.

NATIONAL MEMORIAL
MEETS IN YORKSHIRE

At a recent meeting in Larkhall Orange Halls of Daughters of Israel
LLOL 25, Sis Jenny Frame was presented with her 50 Years Service
Medal and a lovely floral bouquet while Sis Una McLeod received
her Past Mistress collarette. Both presentations were made by Sis
Annette Hamilton, Worthy Mistress.

70 YEARS SERVICE AT AIRDRIE

When Sis Anna Weir attained an amazing 70 Years Service to
Drumgelloch Bible & Crown LLOL 74, the members said it
with flowers. Among the distinguished visitors adding their
congratulations were Sis Isobel Campbell, Grand Mistress, and
Bro Robert Keeney, District Master.

COMPANY OF WORTHY MASTERS

Yet another lodge master was enrolled
in the Company of Worthy Masters
when Bro Lee Dougan was presented
with his certificate at Olympia House
by the Grand Master, Bro Jim McHarg,
and Company Chairman, Bro Harry
McArthur. Lee is Worthy Master of Rising
Sons of David LOL 35, New Stevenston.

RUTHERGLEN GOLD MEDALLIST

Bro Davie Bell, Worthy Master of National Memorial LOL
1914 presents an inscribed silver salver to Bro Jono Mechan,
Worshipful Master of Sons of William LOL 265, Northallerton,
to commemorate the first-ever convening of LOL 1914
outwith Scotland.
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Ross Sinclair, a member of Rutherglen
Bluebell Flute Band, is a Special
Olympics gold medallist. He was
in the Team GB football team that
triumphed in the final over Australia.
This was cause for extra celebration
at the annual dinner dance of
Rutherglen No 20 District, where
Ross was presented with a gift from
Bro William Small, District Master.

NEW LECTURER FOR PUMPHERSTON

The lecturing fraternity has a new member in Bro John Ingram
of Rising Sons of Carson LOL 178, Pumpherston. John is pictured
receiving his Orange Degree Lecturer Certificate from Bro George
Wilson, County Grand Master of CGL East.

RUCHILL GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY LODGE

On the occasion of the
Anniversary
of
50th
Ruchill Truth Defenders
LLOL 109, Sis Yasmin
Glover, Worthy Mistress,
was presented with a
commemorative crystal
plaque by Bro David
Barclay, District Master
of Cowcaddens No 11
District. The lodge held
an anniversary parade to
where the lodge was constituted, just off Mayfield Street. While
the original building is now gone the lodge continues to go from
strength to strength. Brethren from James Laird Memorial LOL 199
accompanied the ladies on parade, with Pride of Argyll Accordian
Band supplying the music. Afterwards Bro John Knight gave an
enlightening talk on the lodge’s history. Rain had been forecast for
the event, but the sun shone brightly on the righteous!

PRESENTATION DINNER AT AIRDRIE

The Brethren of William Young Memorial LOL 181, Coatdyke,
held a presentation dinner in Airdrie Orange Halls on 30th March
to honour long service and present a Past Master Diploma to Bro
Robert Reid IPM. Pictured in the front row, left to right, are Bro
John Marshall (40 Years), Bro Tom Paton (40 Years), Bro George
Paterson (40 Years), Bro John Bryce (60 Years) and Bro Jim Black
(50 Years). In the back row are Bro Robert Keeney WDM, Bro
Hugh Dempsey (30 Years), Bro Duncan McQuarrie (30 Years),
Bro George Blair (40 Years), Bro Robert Reid IPM and Bro Tom
Forsyth WM. Three long serving Brethren who were unable to be
in attendance were Bro Tom Main (50 Years), Bro Jim Forbes (50
Years) and Bro Harry Dunbar (40 Years).

RANGERS QUIZ NIGHT AT LARKHALL

=

BELLSHILL 150th ANNIVERSARY
Larkhall Purple Defenders LOL 193 held a Rangers Quiz Night
recently that was well supported by other lodges and supporters
clubs. The winners’ trophy was presented to the victorious Kirkhill
True Blues team from Broxburn.

PRESENTATIONS AT BELLSHILL
The Brethren of William Hazlett Memorial LOL 192 marked their
150th Anniversary on 23rd March with a service of thanksgiving and
rededication followed by a celebration parade. The parade was
led by lodge chaplain, Bro Thomas Weir, bearing the open Bible,
followed by Bro Alan Airns WM flanked by Bro Samuel Meldrum
DM and Bro Derek Muir SM. Among the distinguished guests
were Bro Jim McHarg, Grand Master, Sis Isobel Campbell, Grand
Mistress, Bro Ian McNeil, County Grand Master, and Bro Neil
Docherty, Depute District Master. The parade terminated at the
Imperial Function Suite for dinner and an enjoyable social evening.

On a busy night at Pride of MIlnwood LOL 186, the Brethren were
honoured to present a 60 Years Service Medal to Bro John McNeil
PM. The Immediate Past Master also received his Past Master
Diploma. Both presentations were made by Bro John Magee,
Worthy Master.
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THE STORY OF ONE OF
DE VALERA’S MEN
(PART ONE)

The confessional
There are not many people in the world who care to sit down and
write out the history of their past life, especially when there are
no heroic deeds to boast of; and I should not think of placing this
pamphlet before the public were it not for one thing – to glorify
Him who has saved me and cleansed me by His precious blood,
by adding another testimony to the exceeding greatness of His
power in delivering a poor misguided Roman Catholic, who at
one time trusted in the righteousness of saints and his own good
works to bring him to heaven, but who now, through the mercy
and grace of God, is standing on redemption ground, no longer
trusting in men or churches or his own good works, but in the
finished work of Christ on Calvary. It is my earnest prayer that, as
I tell of His dealings with my soul, if any should read this simple
effort who have never yet looked to Jesus Christ for pardon and
forgiveness, His Holy Spirit may guide them into all truth and lead
them to put their trust in Him, Who alone can save and keep.
At a very early age I was introduced to Protestantism. My father
died when I was very young, leaving my mother with two children.
He was one of those men who believed in the old proverb “Money
was made round to go round,” and he made it go round as quickly
as he possibly could with the result that, when he died, he left my
mother very little to carry on with. She sold up what remained of
his business, which only brought sufficient money to keep things
going for a few months, at the end of which time she had to return
to her old business. But now she was confronted with a difficulty:
she had to be at business all day, and consequently had to leave
us at home by ourselves. She was always afraid that we could
come to some harm, until one day a neighbour suggested that she
should send us to a school with her children. This happened to be
a Protestant school, and we attended it for some years. My sister,
being three years my senior, naturally learned more of Protestant
teaching than I did. She had a great love of the Scriptures, being
able to say several of the Psalms off by heart, and about fifty of
the “One Hundred Texts” by the time we left school.
About this time a friend of ours, who was blessed with a lot of this
world’s goods, came to my mother and said that she, having no
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children of her own, would like to adopt my sister. My mother was
glad of this, because this friend would be able to give her a better
education: so my sister went to live at her house, and was sent
to a Convent School, where she was soon prepared for her first
Confession. When the great day arrived she went in to the priest
and repeated what she had been taught to say: “Bless me, Father,
for I have sinned,” and then she stood speechless.
After a moment or two of silence the priest looked up and said,
“Well, little girl, haven’t you any sins to confess?”
“No, sir,” she replied.
“Well, you must be a very good girl,” said the priest.
“Oh, no,” said my sister, “but I confessed them all to the Lord Jesus
Christ this morning and He forgave them all, and I have no more
until tonight.”
“How do you know that?” said the priest. “Because it says in 1st
John 1, verse 9, ‘If we confess our sins, (God) is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’”
“Where did you learn that?” said the priest.
“I learned it in the Irish Church Mission school that I went to.”
“Oh, well,” said the priest, “You must be a good girl and forget all
your previous teaching and be a good Catholic, as you would have
been if your father had lived,” which showed that the priest had
been told all about him.
She replied, “I could never be a Roman Catholic.”
“And why could you not be a Roman Catholic?”
“Well, I could never believe that God is in that little box at the top
of the chapel, for God says in His Word, Acts 7, verse 48, ‘Howbeit
the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands…’”
Perhaps I should say here, for the benefit of those who do not
know, that the Church of Rome teaches that after the Consecration
the bread and wine are changed into the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ: the Catechism of the Council of Trent teaches: ‘Not only
the true body of Christ and whatever appertains to the true mode
of existence of a body, as the bones and nerves, but also that
entire Christ is contained in this Sacrament.’
My sister also said that she could never believe in Purgatory, for
God says in His Word, 1st John 1, verse 7, ‘…the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.’ Now if ALL sin is cleansed
in His blood, there is none left for the fires of Purgatory: and
besides all this, she could never give up her Bible, for she loved
it too much. To this the priest replied, “That is the very thing you
must give up, for I see that it is a Protestant Bible.”
When my sister came away from the priest she came home to
mother and said she would rather be at home: so she did not
go to that school anymore. Not only did my sister hold on to the
Protestant faith, but at a Mission held in Dublin, she gave herself
to the Lord Jesus Christ and has trusted Him ever since.

Benhar
Evangelical
Church
Covenanter Rd, Eastfield,
Harthill ML7 5PB

THE GOSPEL
HOUR
Sundays at 6.30pm
Preacher:
Bro Rev Ian S.D. Loughrin

ALL WELCOME

GET YOUR BAND READY FOR
THE NEW SEASON
Stockists of Premier & Pearl Drums
Miller Browne Flutes & Accessories
Harnesses, Sticks, Beaters, Skins

All in stock at the
best prices anywhere!
BAND SUPPLIES
13/15 Old Dumbarton Road
Glasgow, G3 8QY
Tel: 0141 339 9400
Email: glasgow@bandsupplies.co.uk

MICHAELANGELO FLORIO

FIERY PROTESTANT PREACHER AND TUTOR by Robert Watson
My article in the March Torch on Lady Jane Grey, England’s nine
day Queen, referred to her being well educated and a staunch
supporter of the Reformed faith. Much credit for this was given
to one of her tutors, Michaelangelo Florio, a former Franciscan
monk from Tuscany who became a passionate Protestant
preacher. Readers might be interested to learn more about this
interesting and influential man …
Italy, home of the Vatican
and seat of the papacy,
might be thought an
unlikely
hotbed
of
Protestantism. Yet this was
the native land and cultural
and religious upbringing
of Michaelangelo Florio,
native of Tuscany and
one-time member of the
Franciscan Order of Friars,
who became a zealous
Protestant preacher after
coming into contact with
the revolutionary and
Lady Jane Grey
transforming teachings of
Martin Luther. His little-known story is one of tumultuous faith in
a tumultuous age, of a man who heroically faced imprisonment,
death and exile. He influenced not only his beloved Italy, but also
Italian-speaking Switzerland and England, which had given him
refuge.
Born in 1515 in Florence (or possibly Siena) Florio was orphaned
before adolescence. Brought up in alpine Trentino, he entered the
Franciscan Order under the name of Brother Paolo Antonio ad
began to preach as an itinerant friar in a number of Italian towns.
The spread of Lutheranism began to influence his thinking and,
from the 1540’s onwards, he began to express his newly acquired
Protestant beliefs while preaching from church pulpits.
It wasn’t long before his views upset the church authorities and,
in 1548 he was arrested for heresy and imprisoned in Rome. After
more than two years in prison (quite possibly the Mamertine
Prison or Tullianum where St Paul had been incarcerated by
Nero before being beheaded), Florio was brought to trial and
condemned to death. Amazingly he escaped on 6th May 1550,
abandoning his Franciscan habit and travelling south through
the remote parts of Abruzzo, then to Naples and finally to Apulia
where he boarded a ship for Venice. Once there he made contact
with the English ambassador and with other Italian Protestants.
In September 1550 he fearlessly set out to roam throughout
Lombardy where pious believers provided for his basic needs.
Leaving his native Italy he travelled through France, preaching
in Lyon and Paris before finally gaining passage on a ship bound
for England. By November he was in London, which at that
time contained many communities of Protestant refugees from
persecution on the continent who had established Reformed
Churches catering for many linguistic preferences.
Thanks to good credentials from fellow Italian Protestants, Florio
gained the favour of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and the astute
William Cecil, who obtained for him the post of pastor of the
Reformed Church for Italian speakers. Always seek helpful friends
- these two had also helped John Knox! Florio became secretary

to Cecil and chaplain to the
heroic Lady Jane Grey, tutoring
her in Latin and Italian. He
was devastated when she was
executed after just nine days as
Queen.
As well as being a fiery
Protestant preacher, Florio was
a fine academic, dedicating an
Italian grammar book to Lady
Jane. But he also appears to
have been something of a loose
cannon, prone to arguing with
other Reformers (a bit of a Jack
Soglio Reformed Church
Glass of his day, with respect!).
He also had an affair with an unnamed Englishwoman whom he
later married. They had a son, John Florio, later to become an
outstanding academic at Oxford.
There was to be one further adventure when, along with other
Protestant refugees, the Florio family had to flee from Mary
Tudor’s persecution. Europe was an incredible religious patchwork
at that time, and sanctuary was found at Strasbourg where
Frederico of Salis, a powerful Protestant nobleman, appointed
Florio pastor to the alpine town of Soglio in the Italian-speaking
canton of Switzerland. Almost the entire population converted
to the Reformed Faith on Christmas Day 1552. The town remains
Protestant to this day.
Michaelangelo Florio was a truly remarkable servant of God
whose exploits would fill a book – watch this space!
· Robert Watson is an author and historian. Among his published works
are ‘Of Glorious Memory’ and ‘Peden: Prophet of the Covenant”. He is
available for interesting lodge talks on Reformation and Covenanting
themes. He can be contacted on (0141) 230 7719.

Saturday
8th June

Royal Arch Purple Degree, 11am

Annual Lodge Parade, 3pm
Lodge meets 1st Friday of each month
(2nd Friday in January)
More information here:

lodgesec700@hotmail.com

9

ALARM OVER
“NATIONALIST
HOMES” NEAR
CLIFTON STREET
ORANGE HALL
A press report that new
homes are to be built “in a
flashpoint nationalist area
on the Orange Order’s main
Belfast parade route” has
ignited a row. Previous attempts to erect housing within sight of
the iconic Clifton Street Orange Hall, from where officers of the
County Grand Lodge of Belfast set off for the 12th celebrations,
were objected to given the extreme sensitivity of the site. Clifton
Street Halls management committee is to challenge the legitimacy
of the approval given by Belfast Council planning department.
Frank Dempsey, spokesman for the nationalist Carrick Hill
Residents Association welcomed the proposed development
and voiced his anger at previous objections. Gerard Brophy of
St Patrick’s and St Joseph’s Housing Association, added “It’s a
disgrace we’ve had to fight all that time.” The developers, Choice
Housing Ireland Ltd, deny that they allocate housing on the basis
of political or religious persuasion.

Letters to the Editor

PERSECUTING
CHRISTIANS
Helens Bay, Co Down
April 2019
Dear Sir & Brother,
Further to your article “Silencing the Gospel”, the
entertainment industry, literature and the arts can also be
severely criticised as they seem to go out of their way to
grossly insult Our Lord Jesus Christ. Time after time Jesus
Christ is used as a swear word and offensive words are
also being added. Any negative references to race, gender,
age, handicap, sexual orientation and religion are heavily
censored; the only exception to this rule is Christianity.
Christians are continually being offended and it is a clear
case of sectarianism and discrimination, as the instigators
behind these programmes would not dare to malign any
other religion, especially Islam. As the Orange Institution
is no shrinking violet when campaigning against injustice,
perhaps it could organise a campaign together with the
Churches and Christian politicians to stop this hurt. A
complaint to the Equality and Human Rights Commission
would be a good start.
Sincerely and fraternally,
Alfie Hennessey, LOL 1216
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Saturday 29th June

WHITBURN

County Grand Lodge of the East

Rally 12 noon,
Guest speaker, Bro Robin Swann
Parade 1pm

PORT GLASGOW

County Grand Lodge of Ayrshire, Renfrewshire & Argyll

Parade 11.30am
Rally 1pm,
Guest speaker, Bro Jim McHarg, MWGM

Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland

Sunday 30th June

ANNUAL DIVINE SERVICE
Glasgow Evangelical Church, Cathedral Square.
Parade 2pm, service at 3pm

Saturday 6th July

GLASGOW GREEN
County Grand Lodge of Glasgow

Main parade 10.30am
Rally 1.30pm
Guest speaker, Bro Sir Jeffrey Donaldson, MP		
Dispersal 3pm

WEST CALDER

County Grand Lodge of Central Scotland

Rally 11.30am,
Guest speaker, Bro Rev Mervyn Gibson
Parade 12.45pm

Provincial Grand Black Chapter

Sunday 4th August
Annual Divine Service,
Whitburn South Parish Church
Parade 3pm, service at 4pm

Saturday 10th August

BATHGATE

Rally 11am
Guest speaker Sir Kt Rev William Anderson,
Sovereign Grand Master
Parade 12 noon

“UNION JACKERY”
INFURIATES THE NATS

Aberdeenshire dairy farm that diversified into ice cream
manufacture 20 years ago. Its quality products are now recognised
and enjoyed all over the UK and beyond – except by the grievance
merchants, of course, who have never forgiven the company for
putting a Union Flag on products bound for the USA.
“Ditch Mackie’s and buy Strachan’s instead” they recently
proclaimed. Strachan were the good guys for putting Scottish
saltires on their tubs. Strachan’s is an ice cream brand
manufactured for Aldi by … err … Mackie’s!

LADIES BIRTHDAY BALL
Torch heard recently from a lady who chanced upon a heated
argument in the vegetable aisle of a Tesco supermarket. A middle
aged man, red-faced with anger, was poking a finger in the chest
of the store manager. He was demanding to know why Ayrshire
potatoes were labelled with a Union Jack. “It should be the
Scottish flag, not the English flag” he yelled.
No doubt Mr Angry couldn’t wait to get onto social media to
report this latest bit of offensive “Union Jackery” to his pals. A
deranged group of Yessers are busy promoting a boycott of all
goods labelled with the UK flag. If it’s got a Jack – put it back is
their mantra, as they rally support for racial purity.
It will come as bad
news to these unhinged
numpties that, despite
their best efforts, the
Union Flag is as popular
as ever. In fact “the use
of the Union Jack has
never been so positive in
Scotland”. Who says so?
None other than Philip Tibbetts from the Court of the Lord Lyon,
which regulates on heraldry, symbols and flags in Scotland.

Looking very sprightly for their 110 years are the Most Worthy
Grand Mistress and her Executive. The Glasgow Marriott Hotel
was the sumptuous venue for the Anniversary Ball of the
Ladies Orange Association of Scotland on Saturday 13th April.
Celebrating 110 years since their inauguration in 1909, the ladies
and their guests enjoyed a superb dinner followed by an evening
of entertainment and dancing.

Among the grievances have been Union Jacks on iconic Scottish
products like whisky, haggis, shortbread and Harris Tweed. The
latest to feel the heat was German car giant BMW for daring
to think that Union Jack tail lights might be a fun idea for their
British-built Mini range. Outraged nationalists have since been
vowing never to buy a BMW ever again. Company bosses must be
shaking in their shoes in Munich!

Brains are in short supply among the boycotters. Not only does It
not occur to these dimwits that their silly antics put jobs at risk
but they don’t even do their research very well. Mackie’s is an
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GAUN YIRSEL’ ANDRA!

BBC SCOTLAND
IS A TURN OFF

A nationalist protest at Pacific Quay against “BBC bias”

Fife Orangeman, Andrew Hodge, recently found himself in the
Daily Record for his incredible commitment to the veterans
charity, Help for Heroes. In a six year partnership with the Moto
motorway service station at Kinross, Andrew and his pals have
raised more than £2 million. Now aged 80, Andrew (pictured
above left) can be found with his collecting bucket talking to the
thousands of motorists who call into the service area.
“I enjoy raising money for Help for Heroes” he told The Record,
“because I know every penny is making a real difference to
injured and wounded servicemen and women and their families.
These veterans are going to need ongoing support for decades
and that’s why I continue to fundraise.”
Andrew has his regulars who always make a point of dropping
money into his bucket. “We have old ladies who regularly put £20
in the collecting tin. I tell them they can give less, but they are
determined to give as much as they can. It’s a cause that is close
to so many people’s hearts.”
Melanie Waters, CEO of Help for Heroes, said: “Thanks to the
dedication and support of the team who have been fundraising
at Moto, Help for Heroes has been able to provide support to
wounded veterans in their communities all over the country.
Their fundraising has also enabled the charity to employ three
specialist key workers who provide welfare support for wounded
veterans and their families.”

Supplier of:

Fraternal Regalia & Accessories

Marching Band Instruments & Bespoke Uniforms

Andante Reactor Drum
Industry Best Price…… ONLY £440.00
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram ~or ~
Visit our Website for Regular Special Offers……
Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart

Web: victor-stewart.com / Email: info@victor-stewart.com
Tel: 028 3832 4070
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Having demanded that the state broadcaster provide a homespun
television channel, not even the nationalists are bothering to
tune in. Viewing figures for its first month are dire, with even
its flagship news programme, The Nine, falling as low as 4,000.
Audience share per show has averaged just 1.4% according to the
Broadcasters Audience Research Board. There are efforts at Pacific
Quay to put a brave face on this disastrous start. A spokesman
claimed to be “very encouraged by the start the channel has
made” and BBC Scotland Controller, Donalda MacKinnon, said the
gaol was to achieve “success over time”.
Former BBC editor, Tim Luckhurst, was more sanguine. “It may
be too early to declare the new channel a complete failure” he
said, “but it is certainly too early to predict success. The key news
offering does not appear to be attracting a consistent audience
– and this will prove to be an expensive experiment if it does
not attract significant attention.” The sole success in a dispiriting
performance is Still Game. Fans of the comedy sitcom tuned in for
episodes of the latest series and promptly tuned out again during
the closing credits.
You have to feel sorry for the BBC. Wilting under a sustained
nationalist onslaught, accused of being lackeys of the British
establishment, the new channel was intended to quell the
criticism. But as Newsquest Media Group has already discovered
to its cost with The National, nationalists make fickle supporters
and the rest of us don’t much care for the tartan shortbread
approach.
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