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Greetings Brother, Sisters 
and friends of the Orange Order.
Summer is rapidly ending, to be
replaced in my opinion by the best
season of the year. Canada is a
country with such wonderful
seasons each one so different,
each blending into the following
season. Each season has its own
character, the spring brings the
renewal of life, the excitement of
the first taste of this year’s maple
syrup. Next come the warm
months of the summer when the
days of sunlight are longer and we
look forward to outside activities -
especially the 12th of July
commemoration. The fall brings
forth the harvest of the foods we
so much enjoy, and the colorful
changes of the trees. When winter
arrives, we Canadians have
discovered the joys of the winter
sports and activities. Winter also
heralds the birth of our savior
Jesus Christ, and creation of the
New Testament upon which our
order is founded

Canada‘s people, like the
seasons, are constantly changing-
from the First Nations people of
this land to the explorers and
settlers. Then there was the
constant emigration of people from
all parts of the world, the British
Isles, Ukraine, Scandinavia,
Central Europe, Asia and the list
goes on. They searched for a
better life to raise a family in a safe
environment. They fled the famine
in Ireland, they came to practice
the religions of their choice. They
left their native lands to arrive in
Canada after living on the
battlegrounds of the many wars.
They came here from Northern

Ireland to escape the troubles and
live a safer life. And in many cases
for the right to freedom and the
right to vote and elect the leaders
of this country.

This is the Canada we live in, a
nation constantly evolving, not
everyone is happy how things are
changing. For instance, women’s
right to vote in provincial elections
first started in Manitoba in 1916
and was followed by the rest of the
country, Quebec was the last one
to recognize the vote for women in
1940. This did not entirely please
some Canadians at the time. The
lack of rights for the Chinese
laborers building our railroads is
well documented. Where would we
be without the ladies of our
lodges? or the immigrants who
travelled great distance to live
here and help build this nation?

We, the Orange Order, have
evolved from these very people in
Canada who have helped build
this great nation. Our ancestors
created lodges across Canada
from sea to sea. The children of
these Orange members are the
beneficiaries of their toil. 

To achieve continuation of the
Orange Order we must evolve as
well, promoting our Order and
explaining to others about our
dedication to the monarchy, our
belief in our Lord and country. As I
have stressed in past articles it is
up to you and me at the primary
level to attract new members. I
have observed over the past few
years the growing numbers of
members in some jurisdictions.
The success of these lodges is
due to the determination to grow
by taking the initiative and talking
to likeminded people. New
members are able to attract
friends and family thus opening up
new possibilities for future. In
these new members we can instill
the importance of participation in

community activities, attending
our respective houses of worship
and finally the importance of
exercising our right to vote. At this
point they will find what the value
of belonging to our association
brings.

I would be remiss if I did not
remind you of our fellow Sir
Knights in the Royal Black
Institution. And the responsibility to
promote through the Orange
membership the importance of this
institution. There you find a better
understanding of the Bible as you
travel through the many degrees.
It is truly a wonderful experience.

Please stay safe so we can meet 
again next year,

God willing, in Fredericton.
Donald Wilson

Grand Master and Sovereign
Grand Orange Lodge of Canada
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From

The Grand
Master &
Sovereign
of Canada

Royal Enniskillen LOL 27 recently
replaced the Flag on the Shawville
Orange Hall in Quebec. This was
done with the help of the local town
councilor Keith Harris who is the
nephew of the late Sister Doris

Hanna. Councilor Harris arranged for
the town employees to attach the
new Flag by using the council boom
truck to do so. This was done so that
the stainless-steel flagpole which was
previously purchased by the Lodge,

and placed there with the co-
operation of all Lodge members
would not have to be taken down

NEW FLAG FOR
SHAWVILLE ORANGE HALL



It is a time of turmoil in our country.
Our spirits are heavy from the
darkness that surrounds us. One
answer is to recognize that we can
cling to a Savior who has
conquered death, hell and the
grave. 

We should be pleased to belong to
a great fraternal organization such
as the Loyal Orange Lodge that
puts the very word of God on our
alter and places Him first in our
lodge devotions. Regardless of
what the media tells us or what any
political party might try to dictate
there is no power greater than
Almighty God. There has never
been a more crucial time in our
history to walk with the Lord….to
walk in divine favour.

Congrats to all the lodges who are
managing to meet via Zoom or
some other way. What is your
situation…..If you or your loved
ones are sick, turn to Isaiah 41:10
Fear thou not; for I am with you; be
not dismayed; for I am your God: I
will strengthen you; yea; I will help
you; yea, I will uphold you with the
right hand of My  righteousness.
What a great promise and God
always keeps His promises. 

You’ve probably heard people say
“we’re all in the same boat” or “we
will all have to get through this
together” to describe how Covid-
19 has transformed our lives. But if
we are being honest, the novel
coronavirus has impacted us all in
vastly different ways. Some people
lost jobs, while careers in
healthcare ramped up
dramatically. Some of our houses
are buzzing with children home
from school with nowhere to go
and nothing to do. Some kids are
still receiving schoolwork to do at

home via the computer. Some of
us are living in extreme fear.
Others are burdened by the threat
of health issues. No matter what
your situation today, consider the
following. If you have lost your
job…. Matthew 6:26….

“Behold the fowls of the air, for
they sow not, neither do they reap,
nor gather into barns yet your
Heavenly Father feeds them are
you not much better than they”
Another promise from God. May
we all try to follow in His footprints.     

Daniel and his friends faced the
same dilemma that we do today….
how to live a holy life. At times, our
society seems to accept Christian
values and standards, but that can
change in the wink of the eye.
What’s the challenge, it is…to live
under God’s authority while
remaining in submission to the law
of the land. 

Had Daniel declared “I won’t eat
this food” he would not have lasted
long and we would not have the
book of Daniel in the Bible. But the
Lord gave him the wisdom to
humbly seek permission from the
person who was in a position of
authority over him. God provided a
way for him to live righteously in a
pagan world. We tend to hold up
Daniel and his three friends as
extraordinary people who lived
amazing lives. But they were
regular people, just like us. Have
you ever wondered what the Lord
could do in the life of an ordinary
person like you or me? 

The determining factor is not the
individual’s greatness but rather
his or her commitment to a
heavenly Father who can do
remarkable things in a life fully
devoted to Him. Although we don’t
know all that God could do in and
through us if we radically
committed ourselves to Him, the
thought of missing on His plans
should be enough to motivate us to

obey. 

On arriving in heaven, we don’t
want to discover blessings were
forfeited because we weren’t fully
devoted to Him. Learning to listen
to God is an essential part of
following His will. The Lord
regularly speaks to His children
through scripture, we just have to
be willing and able to hear it.

AMEN

MW Bro. Daniel MacDonald
Grand Chaplain of Canada
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IN MEMORIAM

Chaplain’s 
Corner

MW Bro. John Crane, a long time
member of Glenco LOL 38 
Upper Island Cove NL died  
July 29th. 2021 aged 86 yrs.
His accomplishments and
achievements included the

following.
Member of the NL & Lab.
House of Assembly.

P. G. M. G.O.L. Canada
P.G.M Prov. G.O.L. NL& Lab.

P.M. Glenco LOL 38
Past President 

Trinity Conception Shrine Club.
“and he loved a good yarn”

Wor. Bro. William Jeffrey
LOL 313 Stratford OW
Past County Master
Past Master LOL 313
June 2nd. 2021



5Toronto County
Remembers 9/11

The County Orange Lodge of Toronto
held a service on the 20th.

anniversary of the terrorist atacks of
September 9/11 at the World Trade
Center in New York City U.S.A. 

The service was held to remember
and honour  those who lost their lives

during that attack.
Ms. Diane Del Rosario from the U.S.
Consulate attended as the guest

speaker, who, following her remarks,
thanked the County Lodge for

honouring and remembering those
who lost their lives

The County Master RW Bro. D.
Glazier (top & center) reflected on
how that event has forever changed
our lives, and Ms. Rosario (top &

bottom) spoke on how the
devastation affected the families who

had lost loved ones.
RW Bro. M. Thomas read and

reflected on Scripture.
RW Bro. D. Guy stated their stand
against Terrorism and spoke on the

unity that continues between 
Canada and the United States

Guelph LOL 1331
Remembers & Celebrates

LOL 1331 laid a wreath of
Rememberance at the Guelph

Cenotaph as part of their “12”th. of July
celebrations, followed by fellowship and

refreshments at the Orange Hall.

LOL 1331 is also celebrating their
150th. anniversary, this will include
various events including a Church

Parade, a new Banner dedication, and
a Banquet. As part of the celebrations
they have designed some items seen

below with a logo to celebrate  
their 150 years, they include Pins - Golf
Shirts - Postage Stamps and a new

hand painted Bannerette

Imperial Orange 
World Council

The next meeting of the IOC has
been rescheduled for 2024, and

will take place within the
jurisdiction of the

Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland.

Further Information will be
forthcoming for all jurisdictions

LOL 26 Cupids NL
Hold Draw

The members of LOL 26 gathered
to draw the winning ticket in their
annual fundraiser whihc realised
gross proceeds of $1,900. This will

help in supporting the many
charities that this Lodge supports

John Coburn Memorial
LOL 3287 Presents Pins

Bro’s D. Lilly and T. J. Johnston
were presented with 25 and 5yr pins
by RW Bro/ R. Heatherington and
Bro. W. Naismith. All are members
of John Coburn Memorial 3287 at

the Innisfail Orange Hall 
Innisfail, County of Alberta.



6 New Member for “Noble Thirteen” 998 Niagara Falls

Sat. July 31st LOL 998 initiated Bro Sean Bell into the association. RW Bro.
M. Thomas Gr. Sec. Ont. West,and Wor. Bro. B. Thompson conducted the
candidate, and were assisted by RW Bro. J. Thomas Gr. Lect. O.W and MW
Bro. J. Pyke Gr. Marshal GOL Canada. Following the ceremony it was noted
that Bro. Bell was the first to receive the Ont. West new member package. 
L-R  B. McCleary-J. Thomas-J  Stewart-F. Penny-B. Thompson-S. Ferguson-
Sean Bell- M.Ripper-K. McVitty-B. Gibson-J. Pyke-R. Stewart-M. Thomas

Provincial Gr. Master of
Western Canada announces

Wedding plans

RW Bro. Sean Allen and his lovely
fiance Ms. Tesha Joseph have

announced their engagement and
Wedding date of Sept. 25th. 2021.
They will be married in Gordon
Park Baptist Church in Winnipeg.

SENTINEL SAYS
“CONGRATULATIONS”

Thank you to MW Sis. Annie Boyle
in PEI for sharing the beauty of her

garden and her flowers

Celebrating The “Twelfth”

No Parade, no problem!. The Brethren
shown above in Ont. East gathered to

celebrate the Twelfth of July 
in their own way.

L-R Bro.Vincent Pace-
RW Bro. John Arksey- Bro. Rob Grace

Bursaries Hand Delivered
Morrisburg LOL3127 Ont. East
Being unable to present the two

Bursaries to Seaway High School in
Iroquois ON due to Covid, 

made sure they were hand delivered 
by the Wor. Master 
Wor. Bro. Jeff Crook  

to the two recipients who are 
Raewyn Baldwin who will attend 

Brock Univ. (child health)
Carter Whyte who will attend

Humber College (child & youth care)

“Slow Down, Save Lives”

The concerned Lodge members of
Cornwell Ont. along with the
financial help of the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Ont. East
presented the above signs
“Slow Down Save Lives”

to several local Churches as a
community service, as well as
raising awareness of our

Association



Press Release July 12 2021
By

Laurel J. Campbell

Greely Ont. East
No surrender, not even to

COVID-19.
That was the battle cry for

Orangemen in the Ottawa Valley
who used creativity, determination
and dedication to organize and
host a celebration of the Glorious
12th despite pandemic restrictions.
Over 100 people, the maximum

allowed by COVID protocols,
representing lodges from across
Ontario, attended the 12th of July
Divine Service held on the grounds
of the Royal Canadian Legion in
Greely Ontario on July 10, 2021
where special provisions had been
made for people to participate
while remaining in their vehicles
and within their family bubbles.
“It was one of the best 12th of

July events I have been at for
many, many years,” commented
Sis. Dora Birtch. “It reminded me of
the 12th of Julys when I was a
child, with picnics, and wonderful
music and glorious banners.”
Organized by a small local

committee of Orangemen, the
Greely celebration is believed to
be the only July 12th event of its
size held in Ontario this year, and
perhaps even the only one of its
scope held across Canada as the
pandemic restricted gatherings of
any size.
Those in attendance received a

bottle of wine, a souvenir wine
glass reading “Cheers to the
Glorious Revolution,” a catered
barbecue box lunch, and every
vehicle was given a car flag
resulting in a parking area
resplendent with Orange Canadian
Standards.
A special broadcast system had

been set up so those who wished
to remain inside their vehicles 

could hear the service through
their car radios.
Many of the Lodges in attendance
brought their banners which filled
the outdoor venue with the historic
remembrances of Orange
celebrations of the past and the
memories of dedicated brothers
and battles won and lost, while the
stirring sounds of the fife and drum
band filled the air.
Rev. Braden Campbell, who led

the Divine Service, stressed the
importance of continuing the work
of the Loyal Orange Lodge as part
of the “battle for God to be known
in sprit and in truth,” and said that
Canadians needed to be aware of
the significant contributions to
democracy and freedom that
resulted from the Glorious
Revolution.
“It was one of the most powerful

messages I have ever heard at any
12th of July service I have been
at,” said Bro. Jamie McClelland.
“The entire event was, in itself,
‘glorious’.”

Laurel J. Campbell is an award-
winning freelance journalist living

in Northern Ontario and a member
of a multi-generational Loyal

Orange family.
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The 12th. July was celebrated in
Greely Ont. East on July 10th.
2021.The pictures along with the

Press Release opposite tell some of
the story. 

Top, RW Bro. Ryan Campbell
presents $1000.00 to Linda & Ivan
Wyman of the Greely Br. RC Legion 
2nd. Rev Braden Campbell gives the

12th. July Message
3rd. Grand Master Canada D. Wilson

reads the Scripture lesson.
4th.Members in safe attendance

5th. The Fife and Drums



8 Ribbon Cutting &
Dedication in Cavan Ont. E.

On August 11th. 2021 the
Dedication of a plaque to

recognise the contributions of
Millbrook LOL 79, and Bailieboro
LOBA 1336, totaling $50,751.20

to the Cavan Monaghan
Community Centre Outdoor

Fitness Project, This was a final
act of Community spirit as 
LOL 79 ceased operations 

on Dec.31st. 2020

Top, Ribbon Cutting ceremony
2nd L-R Bro’s Forest Bowden-
Robert Packman-Albert Lane-

Joe Lunn (all LOL 79) 
Sis. Betty Packman LOBA 1336

3rd Millbrook Banner L-R
Bro’s E. Carman-G. Trotter

4th. Dedicated Plaque

Carlton County On The Move

O Aug. 28th. Carlton County hosted a successful Royal Arch Purple Degree
Day. This was organised by RW Bro. R. Staye, RW Bro. R. Lowery GM Ont.
East participated as Conducter. The meeting concluded with an early evening

cruise and Dinner on the Ottawa River
L-R Bro’s D. Nixon-M. Alexander-B. Wallingford-Jason Moore-G. Darroch-
J.Presley-R. Staye-L. Cyr-R. Lowery-N. Blain-R. Campbell (not shown)

Carlton County Master R. Campbell
congratulates the new Hon. Members

of Edwards LOL 2297 
Bro. D. Murdock (L) and 
RW Bro M Alexander (R).

Bro. Ryan Campbell (L) WM LOL
2297 ongratulates Bro.Eli Ziegler
Girouard (C) on his initiatiation into

LOL 2297. His sponser is 
Bro. Jason Moore (R)

Members in attendance L-R Bro’s D. Murdock-D. Nixon-T. Ball-J. Presley-
R.Campbell-E. Z. Girouard-J. Moore-M. Alexander

Bro. Greg Bradford (L) was
initiated into Richmond LOL 151
by the Brethren of Carlton County
Aug. 23rd. 2021. The Candidates
Father Bro. Kenneth Bradford (R)
of Smiths Falls LOL 88 gave the
Orangre Obligation to his Son in
a touching ceremony, and is seen
here welcoming his Son into the

Orange Association



9The Royal Black Institution in Canada
The Grand Black Chapter of British America

Member of
The Imperial Grand Black Chapter of the British Commonwealth

Grand Masters Message
Sir Knights, Brothers and sisters across Canada: 
Greetings from the Executive and officers of the Grand Black Chapter of British America. I hope everyone has
enjoyed the summer of 2021.
The challenges of dealing with Covid-19 continue. Many of us are now vaccinated and with the vaccine more
readily available, hopefully this will help people feel more comfortable to get involved in their groups. We must
still follow the Public Health guidelines.
Communication is very important and even more so during these challenging times. Our friends and fellow
lodge members and Sir Knights will appreciate the effort. A phone call, email or face-book are ways of staying
in touch. For groups, conference calls, or virtual meetings can be utilized to carry on the business of our order. 
The Imperial GBC and the GBC in Canada encourage more use of this technology. It  enables the executives
to meet more frequently and deal with the business as needed. This can also save  some traveling costs. 
The executives of the Grand Black Chapter of BA, the Grand Orange Lodge of Canada and the Grand Orange
Lodge of the LOBA are continuing discussions on a joint initiative to promote our order and grow our
membership.
I encourage everyone to think about how we can do this One of the areas we will have to use is the electronic
technology of today. Some of you are quite comfortable and knowledgeable with computers etc. We will be
reaching out to you for your knowledge. 
Remember: Think positive, Have Fun, Communicate, Stay Healthy, Stay Safe, until we meet again.
Yours in the Bonds of Christian Knighthood

M.W. Sir Knight Edgar Carman – Grand Master
Royal Black Institution in Canada

Phone: 1-905-372-6988
Email: ecarman@xplornet.ca

Grand Chaplain’s Corner

Sir Knights, Welcome to fall and the reopening of our preceptories. It will be a time for renewal, meeting with
other Sir Knights, shaking off the dust of inactivity and preparing to get on with the workings and business of
our preceptories. Has much changed since the spring? Regrettably, the answer has to be no. During the
summer months many areas opted to relax restrictions. Masks, while still recommended, were no longer
required, gatherings of all kinds from weddings and funerals to concerts were increased.  As a result, we are
witnessing a significant increase in covid cases which in turn is putting a strain on an already overwhelmed
medical system. Almost daily, medical professionals and news outlets alike report that the increase in cases
is directly attributed mainly to those who have chosen to remain unvaccinated which is in turn contributing to
what has been called the 4th wave of covid across most provinces. So, what exactly how does that translate?
Well to begin with health care workers on the frontline are being overwhelmed, intensive care units are filling
to capacity and elective surgeries are being put on hold or cancelled all together. The business
establishments are seeing reduced capacities which leads to economic suffering.
This 4th wave may also have an impact on our preceptories and our ability to stay open. Our membership
consists of many older individuals who tend to be more at risk. So, the questions that need to be answered
as we prepare to open, have you been vaccinated? If not, why not? We all need to be part of the solution and
our decisions can have a major impact on those around us. I recently heard the CMO of Nova Scotia say,
“these Pandemic vaccine choices must be about We and not just Me... so get the shot.”



10As we continue to move forward in these uncertain times that never seem to end, we should strive to do so
with a good and Christian heart. It has been said many times this too shall pass, but if you are like me the
sooner the better. In Leviticus 19:18, our Lord and Savior gave us all His Golden Rule to live by “Do unto to
others as you have done unto you”. It starts with each one of us to do our part and to be a part of the solution
going forward. May God bless and hold you each one of you and your families safely in the palm of His Hand
and protect you in the days and weeks ahead. Stay safe, be careful and hold fast, Canada. May every
sunrise bring with it the promise of a great day ahead, and every sunset the memories of a day well spent.

MW SK Donald C. Smith.  Grand Chaplin
The Royal Black Institution in Canada

Grand Registrar’s Message

COVID-19 continues its swath of desolation across our country and continues to inflict its misery throughout
our organization, lets all do our part and get vaccinated so that we have a better chance of defeating it.
Correspondence and communication to the office of the Grand Registrar has been lite over the past summer
months, however it appears to be getting busier as we enter the fall season. A huge majority of
communication and correspondence with the office of the Grand Registrar is now in the form of electronic
digital documents utilizing word processing tools and email. The number of Preceptories, Chapters and
general membership not utilizing electronic digital these days are in the minority. I would encourage all to
continue using electronic digital communication as it is much more efficient.
The Executive of Grand Black Chapter continues to utilize virtual meetings and telecom conference calls. The
use of these technologies have enable the Grand Chapter Executive to hold Executive Meetings more
frequently as needed. The technology allowed for prompter dealings with Grand Chapter business, questions
from Provincial Chapters, and/or members, and the faster dissemination of information to preceptories and
the general membership. All done at no or reduced cost to our Grand Chapter.

The Grand Black Chapter Executive now has structured email accounts for all Executive members. Example:
gbcbagr@outlook.com (gbc - Grand Black Chapter, ba - British America, gr – Grand Registrar). 
Grand Master – gbcbagr@outlook.com
Deputy Grand Master – gbcbadgm@outlook.com
Associate Deputy Grand Master – gbcbaasdm@outlook.com
Immediate Past Grand Master – gbcbapgm@outlook.com
Grand Treasurer – gbcbagt@outlook.com
Grand Registrar – gbcbagr@outlook.com

Should you wish to contact any of the Grand Black Chapter Executive members for any reason you may do
so by using the email addresses as listed above.
A new Digital Seal has been created for Grand Black Chapter Executive members, and Provincial Grand
Chapters. This seal is to be used on electronic digital correspondence and communication.  A digital seal will
be provided to any Preceptory who requests a copy.
In addition to the use of a digital seal, or the creation of any new imprint seal, the Skull and Cross Bones will
no longer be approved for use, they have been replaced with the Red Cross and Crown. 
Annual Returns
Thanks to Provincial Chapter and/or isolated preceptories who have submitted their 2020 Annual Returns for
the year ending December 31st, 2020.Those who have not submitted their Annual Returns,  please do so.

M.W. Sir Knight Ralph Ford
Grand Registrar – Royal Black Institution in Cnada

P.O. Box 74, Charlottetown, NL, A0C 1L0
Phone: 709-766-4341

Email: gbcbagr@outlook.com
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HUNDRED-YEAR HISTORY HALTED

Amongst other things that we have discovered with the pandemic, it must be said that some activities just
could not be sustained.  One of these activities was the annual twelfth of July picnic held in Québec for well
over 100 years.  
There has not been a picnic organized for the members and friends of the orange lodges for the past two

years.  Now it must be asked whether the activity will ever be resumed, or if it is, will it have the same form?
It has been a focal point of many people with roots in the south-eastern part of the province over so many
years, calling them back every summer to enjoy this social event.  People came from various parts of Canada
and the United States to re-contact their roots.  
However, that reality has been fading fast over the past number of years, and the pandemic has only served

to shine a bright light on that diminishing reality. In 2006, members and friends at the picnic that summer
celebrated 100 years of gathering in the same wooded grove on a range road between Inverness and
Kinnear's Mills. That meant that in 1906 the picnic was moved from its previous locations to the property
owned by the brothers Arthur and Herbert Lowry, staunch Orangemen and seasoned musicians. It has been
held there ever since, even though the farm and woods changed property owners. 
The community continues to be co-operative.  In the early years, because the grove was in the country, far

from electricity and plumbing, an outhouse was built to serve the need.   Also, a stand was organized each
year to sell ice cream and soft drinks.  Of course, ice would need to be available to keep everything cold.
Maybe the ice water served for hand washing purposes as well.  One would hope so, but people made do.
Over the years the style and nature of the picnic has changed.  At the beginning of the 20th century people
came by horse and buggy and enjoyed the pasture and forested area, then cars became the norm and they
lined up along the winding road leading into the picnic area as well as filling up spaces between the trees.  
In the early years, the celebration was always held on the twelfth day, but then came the decision to switch

to the Saturday preceding that date. Although there was some grumbling as a result of the decision, the
crowds actually became bigger.  It proved to be a good decision.  Another change that came about on its own
was the style of clothes.  Where the day had always been a time to wear one's Sunday best – picnic or no
picnic – gradually the dress code became more casual so that sitting on a blanket to enjoy a meal with friends
around was much more relaxed.  It was another step forward.
The programme for the day in the early years was to enjoy the sound of the six to eight lodge bands that

had marched into together, preceded by horses and riders, would later march out together, but who each had
a time to play in the afternoon.  Between the bands, invited speakers would harangue the crowds with the
values of Orangeism and of Protestantism.  They could be local clergy or sometimes orange dignitaries from
farther away. In these latter years, the programme has become more subdued, appealing to a more diverse
attendance.  Whenever there is a crowd of people, differences can occur.  
Blessedly the picnics have always been without incident, except for a time when a tree branch fell on one

brother startling everyone.  The after parties in the local lodges were not always so calm, but we must assume
that outside influences were the cause.  Surely not the brethren!    
What does the future hold for this century and more tradition?  As changes have been made successfully

before, so some must be made again to find a venue and a style of gathering that will enable us to celebrate
our Orange heritage.

This brief historical overview is written with a word of appreciation to Brother Raymond Dempsey, past
Provincial Grand Secretary (1981 – 1991) for his reminiscing about the Québec Provincial picnic.

Submitted by
RW Brother Rev. Ross Davidson

L.O.L.  #559 Kinnear's Mills, Québec



? What are we going to do ?
I think it would be safe to say we all have lost count of how many times we have asked or been asked that
question? However, as we face present and future challenges, I assure you it will remain in the top ten most
often asked questions. New members are the lifeline that guarantees a future for any organization. My life
experience has been a Christian Pastor and no where are new members more vital than in our Churches.

There is no way to stay connected to present realities and future possibilities without new people. Against
this backdrop of need the question I have submitted is often asked. New members especially younger
people keep us anchored in present reality. It’s been a long time since I was a new Christian finding my
place in a Church family. In 2019 however I had the experience of becoming a new member of an Orange
Lodge. The experience has taught me a lot and given me a new empathy for those who number among the
new in any organization. The advantage of the new is he or she has no knowledge of past mistakes or
successes. Allow them to enjoy that for as long as possible. They only have the present and future and are
full of great ideas and faith to move forward. 

This is a gift of great value when it comes to any group. The greatest challenge for a new member is to
maintain their excitement for what could be, among a group focused on what used to be. The death knell
of any group is a great attachment to history, and low expectation for the future. No where have I found this
to be truer than in many of our lodge. No organization needs new members more than our loyal order. We
all are keenly aware of that fact. I want to assure each reader that I am so glad I joined the OO. I have meet
people who served their generation well. They have maintained our order against all odds. Many are
advanced in years and tired. They have a past that is remarkable to say the least. They are in the process
of passing a great legacy to the next generation. The past is very important, foundational principles have
been laid, core values established that are time tested and proven. To all that have served our lodges I
salute you for the great men you have proved yourself to be. Your importance can’t be overstated. You have
left a Mark on Canada never to be erased. However, in light of the future I again ask what are we going to
do now? 

We must pause and refocus. As a Church leader I can assure you desperation for survival isn’t a motivation
for growth. Neither is it an attraction. In fact, growth is secondary, to any organization what creates growth
is of primary importance. I believe strongly that the Orange Order can survive and thrive in the days ahead.
We won’t thrive by viewing new members as necessary for our survival. We can never view people as
something to use to meet our need. People are to be loved and appreciated. First and foremost, we are a
Protestant Christian association. Jesus the head of the Church is our role model. He showed us how to
relate to people. First love people and be concerned about helping them solve their problem. Engage them
and assist them in finding the answers to life. See each individual as valuable enough to value. I have
proved if a Church, or an individual Christian, will operate in love for humanity people will be attracted to
them. 

The Orange Order as a Christian organization can be a bridge to a hurting world not ready or willing to go
to Church. We can bring them to the lodge and they can discover Christian values in a non threatening
environment. In helping others, we will find our need has been met. Those we helped become our new
members. Let me close with the words of Jesus from the Gospel of John 4:35 Say not ye, there are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest. Brothers let’s find ways to reach out and embrace our communities with a
caring and compassionate spirit and return to celebrate the growth of our order. 

Submitted by
Reverend Bill Annis 
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